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Abstract:

This research paper aimed to study and analyze the role of youth in the political transition process in the
Republic of Yemen during the transitional phase that extends from November 23, 2011, the date of signing the
Gulf initiative and its implementation mechanism, to January 21, 2015, the date of the President and Prime
Minister submitting their resignations, then the collapse of the political process, so the stumble of the political
transition process in the country. The paper focused on studying and analyzing the goals of the youth

revolution and its demands for the transitional phase, also the items of the Gulf initiative and its

implementation mechanism, then comparing these items with those goals and demands, and whether

those items met the goals and demands of the youth revolution.

As well as studying and analyzing youth participation in the transitional phase and the National Dialogue
Conference, through studying and analyzing the National Dialogue Conference, focusing on studying and
analyzing the main actors participating in the National Dialogue Conference, and then studying and analyzing
the determinants of distributing members of the conference to the national dialogue teams, and the decision-
making mechanism on it, as well as studying and analyzing the position of youth in the transitional phase and

the National Dialogue Conference.

In addition, studying and analyzing the role of youth in the transitional phase and the National Dialogue
Conference, by studying and analyzing issues in which youth had a role in the transitional phase in general,

and in the National Dialogue Conference in particular.

Among the findings of the research paper is that the role of youth in the political transition process in the
Republic of Yemen was influential, as they were able to achieve many of the goals and demands that they raised
in the arenas of freedom and change during the revolution, albeit in theory, in the hope that they will be

converted into constitutional and legal texts, and thus become a reality in practice.

Keywords: Yemeni youth, youth revolution, the Gulf initiative and its implementation mechanism, the

transitional phase, the National Dialogue Conference.
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Abstract :
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Loussaief Rhouma/ docteur chercheur en philosophie/ Université de Monastir/ Tunisie

Résumé :

La conception de la Cité, ou la République idéale de Platon repose sur la théorie platonicienne des Formes.

Cette théorie des Formes est fondée sur la loi de Devenir qui détermine l'existence des étres et des objets.

La loi du Devenir est liée au constat de la corruption et la décadence des étres a travers leur évolution
organique et historique ; 'histoire des étres est, alors, un processus évolutif de dégénérescence et de décadence,

de la perfection a I'imperfection.

La pensée platonicienne, qui repose sur un principe historiciste, a influé les courants philosophiques et les
sciences sociales de I'dge moderne ; Ce principe de I'historicisme consiste dans I'allégation que le devenir est

une fatalité irrévocable qui détermine I'histoire de I'humanité.

Néanmoins, d'apres cette doctrine historiciste, I'histoire des sociétés et civilisations humaines est régie par

un déterminisme, économique et spirituel, et par une téléologie historique ou divine.

L'historicisme a contribué a la genése des théories sociales et des doctrines politiques dont, malgré
I'antinomie des theéses défendues, les adeptes de ces doctrines soutiennent que leurs allégations sont déduites
del'étude objective de 'homme et de I'histoire. Et chaque théorie justifie ses allégations par des argumentations

déterministes et historicistes.

La tendance historiciste a contribué a la formation des régimes politiques totalitaristes et despotiques et a

la persistance de la vision subjective réductionniste et sélective du monde.

Mots clés : Historicisme, Déterminisme, Téléologie, Devenir, Transformation, Causalité Dégénérescence,

Essences, Totalitarisme, Socialisme, Communisme.
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The Iranian-Russian alliance: a study in dimensions.
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Colonel Dr. Sorih Saleh Saleh Al-Qaz, (Center of strategic studies for Armed Forces, Sana'a)

Abstract:

The study discusses the most important dimensions of the existing alliance between Iran and Russia, which
is moving in the direction of force at the current stage, Due to a number of global political changes and military
developments in the Russian-Ukrainian war, as well as the harsh US-European sanctions against Iran and

Russia.

The study traces the nature of the alliance in order to understand and analyze it, and Its main hypothesis is
that the survival of the coalition and the growth of its strength depend on the extent of the continuation of this
war and the size and type of aid required by the war, and the gains that the two allied parties aspire to, on the

one hand. On the other hand, the continuation of the American-Western supremacy globally or its decline.

The first section discusses the geopolitical dimension, and the second section discusses the economic-

military dimension.
The study concludes with comprehensive results.

Key words: Iran, Russia, Dimensions, Shanghai Organization, Eurasian Economic Union.
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The virtual Arab world: a unified virtual entity parallel to the fragmented Arab world
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Anwar Mohamed Moussa (Lecturer part time in many Plestinians universities and Ex visiting

professor at California university Saint Diego USA)

Abstarct:

The Virtual Arab Nation Initiative represents a unified virtual entity parallel to the fragmented real Arab world, which is
represented by twenty-two separate "states” on the ground. The initiative embodies the prevailing global trend of utilizing virtual
space as a promising arena to address real-world problems and improve conditions. Itis hoped to be the first step in the right and
long path toward a real and unified Arab nation. With a draft virtual constitution and flag, every Arab has the right to belong to
the virtual homeland and affirm their Arab identity, reserving their virtual Arab national number. The highest authority overseeing
the Virtual Arab Nation Initiative is the "Council of Wise," which will be elected by virtual “citizens.” One of the council's primary
tasks is supervising the preparation of the "virtual constitution” and subsequently overseeing the democratic election process for
the "Virtual Arab Parliament." The parliament, in turn, will establish committees and specialized districts according to the virtual
constitution. One aspect of the initiative is an Arab intellectual forum allowing virtual citizens to discuss and influence vital Arab
issues scientifically, free from the complexities of artificial divisions resulting from the conflicting interests and agendas of states
and entities arising from the "Sykes-Picot Agreement." The initiative does not seek to engage in any material matters such as
cryptocurrencies or virtual territories and is not directed towards any specific entity or geographical area. The initiative aims to
form an Arab public opinion—a common ground among various intellectual, political, and ideological orientations—pressing
toward voluntary Arab unity as a federal union of the twenty-two current Arab states, transforming the virtual Arab homeland
into atangible reality across the entire Arab land under the name: the United Arab States. The initiative represents a practical path
based on implementable stages, with a specific timetable that can be divided into two main phases. The first phase focuses on
embedding the dream of a unified Arab nation in the minds of its people through a "convincing program based on tangible facts.”
In the second phase, the "methodical and smooth transition toward federal union” program is executed if there is a voluntary
inclination—based on self-conviction—by the majority of the Arab people to transform the dream of the Arab nation into a
tangible reality on the ground. The initiative also includes establishing the "Intelligent Simulation System for the Arab States" and
developing a model of what the Arab nation will look like in the future, the "Future Model of the Arab Nation," aligning with the

rapid developments in the world.

Keywords: Convincing Program Based on Tangible Facts, Intelligent Simulation System for Arab States, Methodical and

Smooth Transition Toward Federal Union Program, Future Model of the Arab Nation, Techno-Politics, United Arab States
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"Africa, the "poor rich continent

Between the anvil of underdevelopment and the hammer of Sino-American
antagonism
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Abstract:

Africa is one of the main theaters of the Sino-American rivalry, which is increasingly manifesting itself in
geopolitical and geostrategic warfare with a worrying future. The continent suffers "pathetically” from the
confrontation between the stakes of the two powers, the importance of which goes far beyond the economic

benefits that African countries can derive from their cooperative relations with them.

The “U.S. strategy toward Sub-Saharan Africa”, published in August 2022, notes that " the People’s Republic
of China (PRC), by contrast, sees the region as an important arena to challenge the rules-based international
order, advance its own narrow commercial and geopolitical interests, undermine transparency and openness,

and weaken U.S. relations with African peoples and governments”.

Keywords : Africa, BRI, FOCAC, African politics, Sino-american rivalry.
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In his book "The Grand Chessboard" (1997), Zbigniew Brzezinski compares the "pivot” to a large, oval-
shaped chessboard, on which the game of global hegemony is played, marked by the near-absolute domination

of the United States.

Today, the rules of the game have changed radically, and the pivot that once stretched from Europe to Japan,
via the Middle East, now includes Africa. This change has been accompanied by the arrival on the scene of a
powerful new player whose ambitions are as grandiose as those of the United States. China, whose presence
and influence are firmly established in many parts of the world, including Africa, is gradually imposing rules

that do not please its rivals.

Where does Africa stand in the Sino-American race for hegemony? What are the stakes that make this
continent a significant component in the strategic and geopolitical calculations of the two powers? To what
extent is this confrontation detrimental to a continent already plagued by a chronic and multidimensional

underdevelopment?

In December 2022, the US President's announcement, made five months earlier, to hold a "US/Africa
Leaders’ Summit” at the end of the year, came to fruition. The aim was, among other things, to agree on a
diplomatic policy of smart power, making it possible to transform the current state of relations between the
two parties’ and increase bilateral trade and investment within the framework of the "United States-Africa
Business Forum"2. Washington had announced a "package" of funds to combat food insecurity in Africa ($2.5

billion), to support good governance ($75 million) and to enhance peace and security ($100 million).

"Africa is a major geopolitical force. It has shaped our past, it is shaping our present, and it will shape our
future™. The US Administration is well aware of the importance of Africa in consolidating its status as a global
power. More than ever, the continent is a political, economic and diplomatic battleground, where Sino-

American antagonism has grown considerably in recent years.

This article is an attempt to shed light on the main features of US and Chinese policy towards Africa, the

geopolitical stakes linked to the continent and the fierce competition it faces, where other powerful and

TCHIKHAOUI Arslan, “Sommet USA-Afrique — le continent africain, enjeu de la nouvelle dynamique géopolitique”, NESA Center
for Strategic Studies, décembre 2022.
2 Statement by U.S. President Joseph Biden on the "U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit", July 20, 2022.

3 Statement by U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit, December 2022.

114




2023 miguis] 34 it _ el § | ki Yot 1 et | 3| Jo s - (gonlitd| il | S 9= g0

ambitious players are involved. The aim is to provide as relevant an answer as possible to the following

question: To what extent is the geopolitical importance of the African continent a determining factor in Sino-

American conflictual relations?

To this end, the first part of the article deals with the United States' African policy, its evolution and its re-
evaluation since the end of the Cold War, in response to China's expansion on the continent. The second part,
on the other hand, looks at China's African policy, based from the outset on the notion of a "common destiny",

and which continues to take on increasingly worrying dimensions.
U.S. policy on Africa

Despite U.S. relations with a number of African countries since the late 18" century, such as Morocco, Egypt,
Liberia, Zanzibar and Ethiopia, Africa was not so important to the U.S. as to devote a foreign policy to it in its
own right. This posture was corroborated by the "Berlin Conference" (1884-1885), through which Europe
imposed its colonial and political domination over several regions of the continent. It was in 1958, in the
context of the Cold War, that things took a new turn: Africa was officially recognized as a political entity, and
already enjoyed independent bureaucratic status within the US Administration. The "Bureau of African Affairs"

was created within the US State Department?

For several decades, American foreign policy was haughty and focused on preserving the influence of the
European colonial powers in Africa”. Nevertheless, the ideological conflict between the USA and the USSR has
aroused geopolitical interest in the continent. "The stakes for the West and the United States in Africa are
high..and itis in the interest of the United States to ensure that the Communist bloc does not benefit from the

prestige and material gains it would gain by bringing Africa, or a significant part of it, into its camp".

The integration of the racial dimension was also intended to turn US African policy into an "Afro-centric”

strategy. Several pressure groups, such as the "Council on African Affairs"* (1937-1955) and the "Congressional

T CUMMINGS Robert J., “La politique américaine & l'égard de I'Afrique : continuité et changement, 1958-1988", Politique
étrangére, n°3, 1988, p. 693-705.

2 |bid.

3 EMERSON Rupert, “The character of American interest in Africa”, the United States and Africa, Walter Goldschmidt, New York,
1963, p. 28.

* https://africanactivist. msu.edu/organization/210-813-673/
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Black Caucus"' (created in 1971), had the primary aim of influencing American policy towards Africa. The rise

of "Pan-Africanism” in several African countries in the wake of their independence, as well as "Afro-
Communism", obliged American politicians to reconcile their national interests, linked to the question of
racism, with those of Africa. The "policy of constructive engagement”, introduced by the Reagan
Administration, was aimed at political stabilization in the south of the continent and the protection of US

economic interests in Africa.

Following the end of the Cold War, and especially after the 9/11 attacks in 2001, US policy towards Africa
was re-evaluated to take into account the increasingly important economic and security stakes. In its report
entitled "Rising US Stakes in Africa: Seven Proposals to Strengthen US-Africa Policy”, published in 2004, the
"Center for Strategic and International Studies” (CSIS) emphasized the strategic importance of Africa in terms
of access to natural resources, the fight against terrorism and confrontation with China. The United States’
Africa policy is already reinforced by a military component, the "United States Africa Command" (AFRICOM),
created in 2007 and headquartered in Germany. As part of the "fight against terrorism”, AFRICOM announced
in 2015 a five-year strategy for transitioning from military training operations to more persistent regional

commitments, particularly in the Sahel and Horn of Africa.

The importance of Africa for the United States is no longer just strategic and security-related, but also and
above all economic, with a view to effectively curbing China's expansion on the continent, and from 2018
onwards, US African policy is undergoing a new turning point. After the indifference of his predecessors,
Donald Trump seized the opportunity of the 30™ African Union Summit in Addis Ababa to address a letter to
the Chairman of the African Union Commiission, attesting to the United States' "respect for Africa” and affirming
its "commitment to strong and respectful relations with African states as sovereign nations". In May 2018, this
new approach had led Rex Tillerson, then Secretary of State, on a visit to Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya, Chad and

Nigeria.

T https://cbc.house.gov/
2TURSE Nick, “Tomorrow's Battlefield, US Proxy Wars and Secret Operations in Africa”, Chicago, 2015, p. 75.
3 BOISSELET Pierre, “Les Etats-Unis respectent profondément les Africains : la lettre de Trump aux chefs d’Etats réunis a Addis-

Abeba”, Jeune Afrique, 26 janvier 2018.
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In October 2018, the "Better Utilization of Investments Leading to Development” Act (BUILD), passed by
the US Congress, created the "International Development Finance Corporation” (DFC), active worldwide,
including in Africato finance transport, ICT, housing, health and energy infrastructure projects. Many observers
saw the reform brought about by this new law (the BUILD Act) as a tool to counter China's growing power in

Africa through its projects, notably the "Belt and Road Initiative".

Furthermore, in December 2018, in his speech to the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Mauritanian House
of Representatives, former US Under Secretary of State for African Affairs Tibor Peter Nagy Jr (2018-2021) had
explained that "challenges in infrastructure, corruption and terrorism persist, and China is asserting itself on
the continent economically, militarily and politically. We must remain a positive alternative and make clear that

engagement with the United States will mean greater prosperity and security for Africa"".

Since 2021, the U.S. government has facilitated more than 800 bilateral trade and investment agreements
in 47 African countries, with a total value of over $18 billion, and the U.S. private sector has signed $8.6 billion
in investment agreements in Africa. Also, at the December 2022 "U.S.-Africa Business Forum", the U.S.
President announced more than $15 billion in bilateral trade and investment commitments, agreements and
partnerships, focusing on sustainable energy, healthcare, agribusiness, digital connectivity, infrastructure and

finance?.

The outcome of this Summit affirms the words of the US Secretary of State, Anthony Blinken, put forward
during his visit to South Africa in August 2022. The American official had declared that, from now on,
Washington would like to deploy a strategy that articulates its new vision for the "US/Africa partnership of the
271 century"; a partnership that takes into account Africa’s growing demographic and economic importance,
as well as the immensity of its natural resources. The aim is to counter the presence and influence of China and
Russia on the continent. This new strategy represents a "reframing” of Africa’s importance to American internal

security interests>.

T https://mr.usembassy.gov/ (consulted on May 12, 2023).
2 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/12/14/fact-sheet-u-s-africa-partnership-in-
promoting-two-way-trade-and-investment-in-africa/ (consulted on May 11, 2023).

3“U.S. strategy toward sub-Saharan Africa”, White House, august 2022.
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Recognition of the importance of designing an African policy to serve American objectives, both political
and economic, is not new. A CIA report in January 1960, entitled "Chinese Communist Influence in Africa”,
emphasized the "success of Chinese penetration of Africa, begun in 1956, in supplanting that of the USSR". A
few years later,in 1972, another Agency report, entitled "China’s role in Africa”, cited “the reduction of American

influence as one of China's objectives in Africa"".

China's Africa policy

"The rise of relations between China and Africa has been the greatest political and economic upheaval on

the African continent since the end of the Cold War"2.

The beginnings of this upward trend are linked to the common history of the two sides in the face of
colonization, which contributed to the development of a sense of shared destiny in the wake of the
independence of African countries and the birth of the People's Republic of China. This psychological element
has reinforced China's emergence as a major player on the African scene, and hence an unprecedented dynamic

that African countries will have to be capable of integrating if they are to reap the best results.

From support for independence movements and non-aligned governments, to the financing of numerous
socio-economic projects, China's involvement in Africa contributed to the birth of close Sino-African ties since
the 1960s, notably with the establishment of diplomatic relations and the signing of cooperation agreements
with Nasser's Egypt, Ben Bella's Algeria, Kwame Nkrumah's Ghana and Sékou Touré's Guinea®. At the time,
Chinese involvement in Africa was clearly linked to ideological and political rather than economic
considerations, the aim being to gain diplomatic recognition for African countries and to break free from the
Western stranglehold that prevented China and Africa from taking their "common destiny" into their own

hands.

T https://www.cia.gov/ (consulted on May 10, 2023).
2 ALDEN Chris, LARGE Dan, SOARES DE OLIVEIRA Ricardo, “Chine-Afrique : facteur et résultante de la dynamique mondiale”,
Afrique contemporaine, n® 228, 2008, p. 119-133.

3 DELCOURT Laurent, “La Chine en Afrique : enjeux et perspectives”, Alternatives sud, vol. 18,2011.
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The Chinese approach promotes a win-win model of cooperation, based on the eight great principles
announced by former Chinese president Zhou Enlai during his visit to Ghana in 1964; principles of equal and
equitable partnership and mutual respect, which China still claims to be the pedestal of its presence on the

continent.

From the 1990s onwards, "the conversion and extraversion of the Chinese economy"" and, consequently,
the increase in its energy needs, led to a new configuration of Sino-African relations, where commercial logic
supplanted ideological commitment. The continued growth in trade between China and Africa, which is set to
reach $282 billion by 2022, is a clear confirmation of this trend. The continent is both a source of raw materials

and an outlet, indispensable to the Chinese economy.

In addition, the "going out" policy launched by the Chinese government in 2001 has transformed state-
owned institutions active in the extraction of raw materials and infrastructure (PetroChina, ZTC or Jiangsu
International...) into competitive multinational companies, still run by the state. A "Beijing consensus"? is
gradually replacing the "Washington consensus”, presented by the USA, IMF and WB as the only credible
political and economic model for underdeveloped countries, including African ones, after the end of the Cold
War. China's Africa policy breaks with the West's "paternalistic"? approach and presents a "win-win" model of
cooperation, through which it intends to participate in the continent’s development. It offers new financial
resources and, as a result, puts pressure on traditional donors, whose promised growth is not being achieved

in Africa, which is seeing its debts grow even heavier.

Nevertheless, despite criticism of China's breakthrough in Africa, which has led to decades of multi-
dimensional cooperation, Sino-African relations remain deeply asymmetrical. This has not prevented China
from stepping up its involvement in the continent, notably through the "Forum on China-Africa Cooperation”

(FOCAC) and the "Belt and Road Initiative" (BRI).

The last FOCAC, held in Senegal in November 2021, was dedicated to the post-Covid rebound. Senegalese

President Macky Sall took the opportunity to highlight the need to strengthen Sino-African cooperation in

T1bid.

2 COOPER Ramo Joshua, “The Beijing Consensus”, Notes on the New Physics of Chinese Power, Foreign Policy Centre, London,
2004.

3 COMELIAU Christian, “L'Afrique sous le regard paternaliste de I'Occident”, Le Monde, July 2005.
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order, among other things, to corroborate the continent's medical sovereignty, modernize its agriculture to

make it a factor in economic emergence, develop its industry and pursue the construction of new

infrastructures, as an objective of the BRI and ZLECAS'.

For his part, Chinese President Xi Jinping announced “four proposals” and "nine programs" for the period
2022-2024.The four proposals reiterate the general framework of Sino-African cooperation, namely the united
fight against covid-19, the deepening of cooperation, the promotion of green development and the defense of
equity and justicez. The programs, for their part, propose concrete projects linked to the fight against the
epidemic, agriculture and poverty reduction, the promotion of trade via "green corridors", to reach a volume of
300 billion dollars in three years, and the encouragement of private Chinese companies to invest in Africa. The
listalso includes support for digital innovation, green developmentand cultural exchanges, as well as enhanced

collaboration in maintaining peace and security3.
Conclusion:

It is true that China's African diplomacy, like that of the United States, pursues more than just economic
interests. The political and strategic considerations it implies go beyond boosting trade or supporting good
governance and human rights on the continent. While the United States seeks to maintain its influence
throughout the world, in this case in Africa, China, for its part, claims international status by promoting a "new
world order” based on equality and mutual benefit. For China, this would be a credible and acceptable means
of establishing its international legitimacy and serving its supreme interests (the Taiwan question), on which it

is adamant.

Much more than a choice between two models, it is a question of a continent rich in human and natural
resources, capable of ensuring perfect complementarity between the various countries it comprises, creating
the conditions necessary for the coveted development to spring from within. If Africa today depends
significantly on Chinese and American funding, things could be completely different if the political and

economic rivalry between the two powers degenerates into military confrontation.

" Speech by Senegalese President Macky Sall at the opening ceremony of the 8" FOCAC Ministerial Conference.
2 Speech by Chinese President Xi Jinping at the opening ceremony of the 8" FOCAC Ministerial Conference.
3 Ibid.
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What's more, African Heads of State would do well not to see the holding of a "Summit” as a privilege or an
opportunity to strengthen ties of any kind with the US Administration. They should also be more aware that
rapprochement with China or the United States certainly does not stem from the desire of these two powers to
establish mutually beneficial cooperation, still less from a philanthropic approach lavishing the continent with
the financial resources it needs, without a price to pay. It is time for Africans to change their understanding of
what it means to be a power and, as a matter of priority, to agree on a common development model of their
own. Such a model, which would be the cornerstone of genuine regional integration, would enshrine the

continent's real development needs, which the African policies of foreign powers would have to align with.

Whatever the case, Africa’s overriding objective must be to emancipate itself from the whims of powers that
see it as a guarantee of strategic and economic superiority. The Sino-American rivalry, apart from the relative
advantages it could bring to the continent, only serves to push it further into underdevelopment, for as the

Ivorian proverb says: "When two elephants fight, it's the grass that suffers".
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