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The Concept of Education as a Fundamental Human Right

Dr. Zeinab Mohammad Jamil Aldinnawe (King Faisal University, Saudi Arabia)

Abstract:

This study aims to present the concept of the right to education as one of the fundamental
rights that the international community has sought to affirm and promote, both at the
international and domestic levels. The study examined the essential characteristics of this
right, focusing on ensuring its availability to all members of society without discrimination,
providing it at all stages, and ensuring its acceptability and adaptability to different social and

cultural circumstances.

The study reviewed the most prominent international instruments that emphasized the
right to education, starting with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, followed by the articulation
of this right in the European Convention on Human Rights, and concluding with the Arab

Charter on Human Rights of 2004, where the right was highlighted with varying approaches.

The study concluded that the right to education is a fundamental right that accompanies
individuals throughout their lives and has been adopted by many countries in their domestic
legal systems based on their international obligations. International instruments have also
emphasized the importance of this right as a tool for achieving equality and promoting

sustainable development.

Keywords: Universal Declaration of Human Rights, right to education, Arab Charter on

Human Rights.
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" The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a milestone document in the history of human rights. Drafted by
representatives with different legal and cultural backgrounds from all regions of the world, the Declaration was proclaimed
by the United Nations General Assembly in Paris on 10 December 1948 (General Assembly resolution 217 A) as a common
standard of achievements for all peoples and all nations. It sets out, for the first time, fundamental human rights to be
universally protected and it has been translated into over 500 languages. The UDHR is widely recognized as having inspired,
and paved the way for, the adoption of more than seventy human rights treaties, applied today on a permanent basis at global
and regional levels (all containing references to itin their preambles). For further information: https://www.un.org/en/about-
us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights.
1948 alat Lud¥l Goaz!d latl (e Jo¥1 35U 2
1948 alad Lud¥ Ggazt Jladl (e aslell 35U 2
4 Article 26: Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages.
Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and
higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. Education shall be directed to the full development of
the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the
United Nations for the maintenance of peace. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to
their children.
https://www.ohchr.org/ar/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international- :is ASI¥ adsll J| 83gall 2y Jusmazll 3

.covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
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Article 13: The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to achieving the full realization of this right:
(a) Primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all;

(b) Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational secondary education, shall be made
generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free
education;

(c) Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every appropriate means, and in
particular by the progressive introduction of free education;

(d) Fundamental education shall be encouraged or intensified as far as possible for those persons who have not received or
completed the whole period of their primary education;

(e) The development of a system of schools at all levels shall be actively pursued, an adequate fellowship system shall be
established, and the material conditions of teaching staff shall be continuously improved.

2 Beiter K D, The Protection of the Right to Education by International Law: Including a Systematic Analysis of Article 13 of
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Martinus Nijhoff, 2006).
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1 Article 14 - Right to education:

- Everyone has the right to education and to have access to vocational and continuing training.

-This right includes the possibility to receive free compulsory education.

-The freedom to found educational establishments with due respect for democratic principles and the right of parents to
ensure the education and teaching of their children in conformity with their religious, philosophical and pedagogical
convictions shall be respected, in accordance with the national laws governing the exercise of such freedom and right. EU
Charter of Fundamental Rights, https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter/article/14-right-education.

2BartGR, Ambiguous Protection of Schools Under the Law of War: Time for Parity with Hospitals and Religious Buildings’ in

UNESCO, Protecting Education from Attack. (UNESCO, 2010).

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
JiL Journal of Human Rights - Eleventh Year - Issue 50: May 2025


https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter/article/14-right-education

AVl a = 2005 gl 150 sl - e ol plall - LYl Gy Jur Ao
‘ JiL Journal of Human Rights

A\ / ¢

e S o o Baolil) Bhaalanll ool 85389, ) L B3I (om 2yl 18,2801 G ]
sl oSl pllaall § o d Jeall (oy8 2895 I el il 8 6352 o) @b Jealdly oyl Zzal
el

ol ¥l U Lo, S5 e Joally 51 g 8,950 e 2l Laloas § (41) 53U ikl LS
05 &l e Lol Btz cnrlo 1§ L8Y1 e slomo alatll Y IS5y Sy cAaas,
ALl paitll (Slomy mulal pdss 8y9,00 pe ASCAT BB, jed Goty guazel] Brlio alasll I
ot (e haglarll An2i¥ly malill 3 oLad¥l Bsi> 53l mos M (0 cOLud¥l Huasid
8Ll st ekl ulasll Cilual 3eans

e 2y cualazll § Bl cdslis I Aol GBI e Gany (ase 75 BT dag pseall e
Lele ooy cemysl 1 Bpamll v alazl] @ Gl i s e ally 909 sl 5 Aall 552l
olud ¥l Jreall alall pasll e 3983 Sloyie (oo L L sl Do e Ooilnlly gilsad! S31LLYI
G lalins s Lo ams o U celiiael 09y poizme ¥ Guleddll Szl 5o Jo¥ alall 3 Jad o
st Galslly Bolia dhar 1 o el L e 585 s o 5 s S GSLEY gy
Boantl 28K po digasaiy el da Azals Sedes 3ake guazedl &I i cctdist &l ams @b (o
633 Ll

-

P
Aol Beilol) Laao,S (31 Aaoladdll Boandl (oo ad ealatll 3 3l o (s el 1 plis 3
Coplal 189 3lgludly Wlaall (e 2a5l8 Slanizme slid Lol o> o)laels Lud ¥l Gdod ducsldlg
Gsazlly Lol Joull weally olud ¥l Gdzed Alall ¥l Jio (Aol dgalall Y1 o 2ol
oo LY Blas pasiny Lan 3l 1 e sy S cas 0B (Adlatlly due ey 2paliais Y|
Shazmll e ¢ guall boglud @3 add 23 pay eelatll Jlmo § ABKEL (o,all nd S8509 aatll
oadis Adlzlly Aelara¥l 3)lsally 3lan Lod dols (3l 1da duais § Jodl dalss (&l sauazl
Aalally 8,0 Allad LT lee J) LG olald) (amy § dagedlly 351l
@ =) Gubat Alad sad ] Sug @l Slisstll (e Aegeme S5 cldaall oda 905 39
Sy Bl gl sy 8311 uglas I Foumg « @l 1da Gadary Joudl AN 5503 (0 12ty culasl]
Gslanll 355ady cpaizell cilid Caliden o ealaddl 3 (oyall 5815 Bty (qosh LS Aol plall

2004/5/23 « uiss «Olad ¥l Ggind ppall BLill B dee Hwslad] 2o pall Aaall !

JiL Journal of Human Rights - Eleventh Year - Issue 50: May 2025



v /AN
J1| /zammun.

‘ OgyolY G- Jz i )FK 2025 g3l 150 suall - s ool alall - ludl Bgds Ju dme

JiL Joarnal of Human Rights
\\ 1 //
A\ | /4

Leits 03 13 ccnlpm gl ke o) liddl puanll Gadsy olasedl Jalad Jlell i @ Jsully (al8Y)
entl) Calual Gaas ] 505 Lea llle melanll Sgtun Oruces § pad A8 cpalio 9o e Laudasy
Bl e wall e 2 L csulT S il o laldl calisee 3 slud ¥l 2el,ST1 u5aT9 2otz

JW JSad) e ol (ally clamgally

) ]
araal gde e 083 le « Joally 10! psad! e dile ok ale Jayat d quladdl § Sl v/
olacizl] 43K o)

celidiaal Ggy auacell 0,315 Liaal als «paibasdl (o dpually palasll § Gl ety of oy V7
11 Il Jaomy (T 31 23S0 5 ko dlazey Re tule Jgummdl Agqae 59,00 1) 28LSYL,
ool aaizel) sl Sladzally il sl s e

2o dlasys ke SN 3y (AeslEWl 5T AL Hlgae  SJgull 33l L1 356 3 euladdl § Gl ol V)
S 1511 8, 0S5 1l S 1pand) 3homy Loy digidas e Jolazlly Ja¥1 5>

Gl e oyl Bl 08T 4as ¢ o so¥) Blills olud¥l Gaamd Mall (DY) § Il 52 LS V)
Ty ol e eebatiy ccmlall olia¥ly Anladl cla Lasl 93 Jadiad palogiy cpalasll 3
o lidil (9 prazell 058193859040 (e

Sl gl 2305
LSTel) e 5308 o pllaall 1 L ¢ oudatdl g Uaall ol jaghazll e Joall 859,000 gmgs ¥/
E)—W—” );M‘j

G 828801 gl 3 Lialsny goalarl) pllaall pe $9175 Hans ety 33 e Jlad Sy Jaall v/
Aaglanll Azl Al gl JSCi ya1a7 215

Ssiun pdy e Aally Gagao! milly ol e bkl @uuds 8y9,4m 2elaill Joudl e ST v/
Spaall Gl § edasl!

izl 10 51,31 il adtaeg Sl B g5 e Hadlgteg Liuline (4S5 Liaslad palio sLad) wie xS V0

gkl U3 (s Lole mBgnlly (L) plosas¥l &5 gl caidonl) UGB Gadas e Gl 59,00 V)
513 Layaglas 481, Uyl 201 aisgg «culiBLai¥l s adas cosas Al iy g (adly ¢ Jo
ol Byl s Bl cyo LI 0 £ 0mall o) adiis po oglanlly cLs Joudl

JiL Journal of Human Rights - Eleventh Year - Issue 50: May 2025



AVl a = 2005 gl 150 sl - e ol plall - LYl Gy Jur Ao
‘ JiL Journal of Human Rights

A\\| /¢

Lell Jmsdl 5 @) camall Lolaig 53a01 bolas 3l 4ud fdy «d9d 5395 Ssine yaiha dyms V)
Ados Jlo (S e ceslids Loy L Jgalll 3816l uglasy (e (e Jaall

& oaledl) sgimll 058y (el unyall Ban slasl BiSe j3lasg oy Gisils Hlb] azg Y
osbis By ed Joadl ol all G Lo 35S (nalsy wapashat e Joally (@arlarl] 4leall
ALYl a1l e 515 mplanly masus

el
s yall Bl —
g lall casdl N

Abyasdl glall g dde « Joudl udl ay 8Tl § OLad ¥l Boa bl cdaiell dasma sutase-
2010« 0

Il Sl lwnd) elasl Aslatl A, lastly qulad ! ,SEall yglas Al @lasdl cggudl g i -
1961 (w,all 2adl Sl

2008 (3 yalall « ally pdall Zds Luucuge «pulatll Jigass calisbazdl 3950 e Bylls -

Leadadl Jslu 31 :Lals

Ul (25lae Awlys) @loall (@ paladdl 3o 2uygisndl Sbleall ((gued (aue Ll e g -
2015 ¢l Rasla (Boondl A olygrSull Ay L

2021 Bzl 4k« iogll Ansla ¢ ugayg IS Az s Jd umy coalanll § 3oell ¢ (il yole iy

Aealall a6

e o(Abiatus 2ulys) 2216l Sy 203 modle yimn 3 Jladl eubaddl Jogas cpe (e domma -

Alead! aglally Godadl 3 Gyl Alma ((ilosg Gloe wulatll 3 3ol ¢ Jadd 7 Liall de Al —
2023 .03 suall .08 alxl

JiL Journal of Human Rights - Eleventh Year - Issue 50: May 2025



AVl a = 2005 gl 150 sl - e ol plall - LYl Gy Jur Ao
‘ JiL Journal of Human Rig

A\\| /¢

adod! yopatll :layl

sl all Boaiall ¢ Jla¥l Busell (M;}’l bz 2003 plad dpall &y dd) Aol puyas-
(G ASIY adell e dpal Jeull ¥ sl sle¥ly (galazddl
https://www.undp.org/ar/arab-states/publications/tqryr-altnmyt-alansanyt-alrbyt-llam-

2025/3/24 ;Y 52003

adsll e Lguie dasly 02003 /2 /1 cooydeally Ralall Liyps § Jaladl Boio Aid yuya5-
.2025/3/24 :&)Ua‘h’\ &b htep://hrlibrary.umn.edu/arabic/crc.html ;@3}5]?\

1948 alad (Lud¥l Bgdnd ladl (e -

1950/11/4 cLagy «olad ¥ Bodnt &g 0¥ du8las¥l -

2004/5/23 « puis «olad¥] Bodn Ciyall GLiall (5 die Hawsludl A yall Aeall -
ALY 2a Ll
— The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a milestone documentin the history
Of human rights. For further information: https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights.

—EU Charter Of Fundamenta| Rights, https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter/article/14-right-education.

—Bart G R, Ambiguous Protection of Schools Under the Law of War: Time for Parity with
Hospitals and Religious Buildings’ in UNESCO, Protecting Education from Attack.
(UNESCO, 2010).

—Beiter K D, The Protection of the Right to Education by International Law: Including a
Systematic Analysis of Article 13 of International Covenant on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights (Martinus Nijhoff, 2006).
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The Reality of the Right to Education in Morocco: Structural Challenges and Reform

Challenges for Sustainable Development
(crad! (guaudl AU e dasl> Ealy 3lwd) cpadlygs 391l s
Dr. Daoudi Nourredine (Abdelmalek Essaadi University, Morocco)
(il pelall s il Al Uy Jesls]) Bpoc L 53

Ms. Babah Soumia (National Education and Training Sector, Morocco)

Abstract
This article examines the pathways toward reforming Morocco’s education system within the strategic
framework of sustainable development. Itadvocates for a holistic and rights-based approach that prioritizes
the guarantee of equitable access to education, spatial justice, and future-oriented planning. The analysis
begins with a critical assessment of the structural constraints undermining the system’s performance—
chief among them weak governance, limited efficiency, inadequate stakeholder mobilization, and the

erosion of the right to education.

Grounded in insights from national and international reports, the article puts forward a
multidimensional reform framework that positions education as both a lever and a goal of sustainable
development. Key proposals include adopting a bottom-up reform methodology, integrating digital tools,
mobilizing financial and human capital, and strengthening mechanisms of educational governance and
planning. Particular emphasis is placed on the role of political will and institutional synergy as prerequisites

for achieving meaningful and lasting reform.

The study concludes that comprehensive education reform is indispensable for laying the foundations
of a new development model rooted in social justice, economic empowerment, and environmental
sustainability-where education serves as both an instrument and an objective of inclusive human

development.

Keywords: Right to education, educational reform in Morocco, challenges of the education system.
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Abstract:

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is recognized globally as a key tool to
promote human security, gender equality, and inclusive growth (UNESCO, 2017; United
Nations, 2015). This study explores how the Naour Women's Association (NWA), based in
Naour, Jordan, utilizes ESD through health, Women’s rights, and vocational training
workshops to empower women economically, socially, and psychologically. Using a
qualitative approach, the research assesses how these programs enhance women'’s human

security and contribute to sustainable community development.

The aim of this study is to evaluate how these educational programs affect women's
economic empowerment and overallwell—being,which,in turn, enhance their roles within the
community, which leads to enhance their role within the larger context of sustainable

development.

Additionally, this study examines how NWA's educational programs increase women's
knowledge of their rights, health, and community involvement, and how these factors
contribute to sustainable development. It will also evaluate the indirect impact of vocational
training on sustainable development, assessing its efficacy in providing women with
opportunity to work and financial independence. Furthermore, the study investigates how
economic empowerment enhance women's human security within their communities and
personal life with their families, and how this, in turn, affects sustainable development
indirectly. Finally, this study explores how Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) can

support women's |ong-term sustainable developmentin Naour.

Key Words: Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), Women’s Human Security,
Economic Empowerment, Vocational Training, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),

Community Development‘
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1. Introduction:

the core of women's human security is Freedom from fear, and humiliation, ensuring that
they have the resources to live stable and secure lives. Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD) plays a crucial role in achieving it, by providing women with the values, knowledge, and
skills necessary for decent and sustainable living. Community base organizations address the
issues related to economy, society, and health, which significantly may improve the lives of
women in different communities. One example of such an organization is the Naour Women's
Association (NWA), which actively works to raise awareness and provide job opportunities for
the women of Naour. This study will explore how NWA's programs use ESD to enhance

women'’s human security.

1.1. Problem Statement:

Despite national progress in education and gender equality, many women in Jordan—
especially in suburban and rural areas like Naour—continue to face intersecting insecurities,
including limited economic opportunities, gender-based violence, and inadequate access to
health and legal protection (UN Women, 2021). These challenges hinder women’s human
security, defined as freedom from fear, want, and indignity (Hudson, 2009). While ESD has the
potential to address these issues by equipping women with critical skills and knowledge,
localized research on its direct impact remains scarce. This study aims to fill that gap by
analyzing the effectiveness of NWA's programs in promoting women’s empowerment and

sustainable developmentin Naour.
Research Questions- The research questions guiding this study are as follows:

a) How do NWA programs enhance women's understanding of their health, rights, and

decision-making abilities and choices?

b) To what extent does vocational training increase women opportunity to employment

opportunities and increase income?
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c) How does economic empowerment contribute to the enhancement of women's

human security?

d) How does Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) pave the way for long-term
stability, which promotes sustainable development, and encourage women’s active

participation in their communities?
1.2.  The Significance of the Study:

analyzing solid example of community innovation, will contribute to the enhance the result
of the research on education for sustainable development and women's human security.
Policymakers, non-governmental organizations, and academics research on gender,
sustainable development, and human security makes result valuable. The study aims to offer
a unique outlook into applicable approaches for empowering women in similar context by

highlighting the effectiveness of NWA's initiatives and approaches.

1.3.  Study objectives:

The study aims to investigate the impact of NWA's educational programs on women’s
empowerment and sustainable development. it examines how NWA's educational initiatives
enhance women’s understanding of their rights, health, and community involvement, and
how these improvements contribute to sustainable development goals as a result.
Additionally, the research assesses the effectiveness of vocational training programs in
creating employment opportunities and fostering financial independence for women, which
leads to promoting sustainable development. Another key focus is the role of economic
empowerment in enhancing women's human security within their personal life and
communities, Finally, the study explores how Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)
can support women'’s long-term sustainable development in Naour, emphasizing the
interconnectedness between education, economic security, and sustainable progress in local

contexts.
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1.4. Methodology:
1.4.1. Research Design:

This study adopts a qualitative research design, which is appropriate for exploring the
nuanced, lived experiences of women participating in empowerment programs. A qualitative
approach enables in-depth understanding of participants’ perceptions, behaviors, and the
contextual factors that shape their engagement with the Naour Women’s Association (NWA)
(Creswell, 2013). This design is particularly suited for investigating social and human security
dimensions, as it allows the researcher to capture the complex interplay between education,

empowerment, and sustainable development.

1.4.2. Sampling Methods and Participants:

The study employed purposive sampling to select participants who have been actively
engaged with NWA's programs. This sampling method was chosen to ensure that the study
captured rich, relevant, and varied experiences from women who directly benefited from the

educational and vocational initiatives.

1.4.3. Participants included:

« Beneficiaries: 3 women who attended health, rights awareness, or vocational training

workshops at NWA, group of 10 women from different sessions.

 Staff Members: 2 key staff and trainers at NWA, including the Association’s Director

and program coordinators.

This sample ensured a balanced representation of perspectives from both beneficiaries and

program implementers.

1.4.4. Data Collection Tools:

Multiple data collection tools were used to enhance the study’s validity through

triangulation:
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o Semi-Structured Interviews: Conducted with both beneficiaries and staff to explore
perceptions of empowerment, program effectiveness, and human security impacts.
Interviews were designed to be flexible, allowing participants to share personal stories

and reflections (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009).

e Focus Group Discussions: Held with small groups of beneficiaries to gather collective

insights and explore shared experiences.

» Observations: The researcher attended selected workshops and community activities

to observe interactions, participant engagement, and program delivery in real-time.

e Document Analysis: Review of internal reports, training materials, and NWA's
program records provided contextual data and helped cross-validate findings from

interviews and observations.
1.4.5. Data Analysis Methods:

Data were analyzed using thematic analysis, a widely used method for identifying,
analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within qualitative data (Braun & Clarke, 2006). The

process involved:

a) Familiarization: Transcribing and reading through all collected data multiple times to

gain an overall understanding.

b) Coding: Systematically coding meaningful data segments using both pre-determined

codes (based on research questions) and emergent codes.

c) Theme Development: Grouping related codes into broader themes reflecting key
findings, such as “Economic Empowerment,” “Human Security,” and “Community

Participation.”

d) Interpretation: Linking themes back to the theoretical framework, research questions,

and existing literature to draw meaningful conclusions.
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To ensure rigor and credibility, member checking was conducted by sharing summaries of
findings with a subset of participants to confirm accuracy and resonance with their

experiences.

1.5. Research Structure:

The paper is structured as follows:

a) Introduction and Theoretical Framework: Establishes definitions of ESD and

women’s human security, situating them within global and Jordanian contexts.

b) Methodology: Outlines the qualitative methods used, including interviews and

participant observations.
c¢) Findings and Discussion: Divided into thematic sections:
o Impact of Educational Programs
o Vocational Training and Economic Empowerment
o Economic Empowerment and Human Security
o TheRole of Leadership

d) Practical Recommendations: Suggests actionable strategies to enhance program

reach and impact.
e) Conclusion: Synthesizes findings and links them to broader SDG objectives.

2. Theoretical frame work:
2.1. Introduction to Sustainable Development

Sustainable development has emerged as an important concept in the world of today,
emphasizing the need to intensify effort for environmental protection, economic growth, and
social equity. The term gained attention in 1987with the publication of the Brundtland Report,

which defined sustainable development as "development that meets the needs of the present
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without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs" (World
Commission on Environment and Development [WCED], 1987). This definition affirms the
mutual responsibility, and collateral effortin developing practices and highlights the necessity

of integrating environmental considerations into economic and social planning.

The Brundtland Report made a shift in recognizing that the environmental degradation and
social inequalities are strongly linked to economic development context. It was a red flag fora
unified strategy that addresses the connectedness of these issues together, advocating for
policies that promote equitable growth while ensuring ecological integrity (WCED, 1987). This
approach leads to put more effort on achieving international agreements and frameworks

aimed at achieving sustainable development goals.

The core of sustainable development is the “triple bottom line,” which encompasses three
main dimensions, which are: economic viability, environmental protection, and social equity
(Elkington, 1997). This framework paves the way to policymakers and stakeholders to
consider the long-term impacts of development decisions among these domains, ensuring that

progress in one area will lead to the success of the other diminutions.

Educational initiatives play an important role in enhancing the principles of sustainable
development. For instance, Rogers et al. (2008) addresses the importance of integrating
sustainability into educational curricula to advance a deeper understanding of environmental
issues and develop responsible citizenship. Similarly, Soubbotina (2004) highlights the
significance of utilizing indicators to assess development progress, facilitating decision-

making and international comparisons.
2.2.Understanding Women's Human Security:

Women's human security goes beyond traditional notions of state-centric and military-
focused security paradigms. It involves a holistic knowledge of security that enhance the
freedom from fear, want, and indignity in everyday life. This perspective recognizes that

women often face unique and complicated forms of insecurity, including gender-based
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violence, economic disparities, limited access to healthcare and education, and political

marginalization (Hudson, 2009).

Feminist analyses have been essential in redefining human security to individual and
community well-being. McKay (2004) contends that conventional security frameworks
largely neglect the lived realities of women and insufficiently address the societal gaps that

maintain gendered vulnerabilities.

By incorporating feminist perspectives, the concept of human security becomes more

specified and reflected to the diverse needs of women across different contexts.

Understanding women's human security and different context is very important as Women
across different regions encounter distinct insecurities and needs, different context may
include conflict-related violence, displacement, environmental degradation and economic
exploitation (Goldsworthy et al., 2001). A human security perspective must therefore
emphasize intersectional strategies that take into account the interplay of various social,

economic, and political factors influencing women's lives.

sustainable development and women's human security are deeply interconnected, each
reinforcing the other in the pursuit of equitable and resilient societies. all individuals can thrive
in dignity and peace, if policymakers and practitioners adopt a comprehensive and inclusive

approaches that recognize the multifaceted nature of security and development.
3. The Link Between Human Security and Sustainable Development:

Human security and sustainable development are profoundly related, by sharinga common
objective of enhancing the well-being of individuals and communities while fostering long-
term societal stability and resilience. both concepts recognize that development cannot be
sustainable unless people are free from fear, want, and indignity. On the other hand,
sustainable development provides the necessary base for women human security by

addressing structural inequalities, which promote inclusive growth, and strengthening societal
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systems. This connection is particularly evident when examining the linkages through the lens

of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), notably SDGs 3, 4, 8, and 10.

While each SDG addresses a specific goal for development, their overlapping is most
evident through the lens of intersectionality, particularly the intersections between education,
gender, and human security. As Hudson (2009) and Reardon (1993) argue, education notonly
empower individuals with tools for economic and social development, but also promotes

structural transformation.

In contexts where women face multidimensional insecurity—economic, political, and
physical—education acts as a buffer against exploitation and marginalization. Educated
women are more likely to be employed, exercise reproductive autonomy, and participate in
leadership roles. Moreover, they are critical agents in advancing peacebuilding and climate
resilience, as their insights and experiences often shape more inclusive and sustainable

solutions.

regardless that Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) addresses a different developmental
goal, they are overlapping within the context of intersectionality, particularly with regard to
the links within; education, gender, and human security. According to Hudson (2009) and
Reardon (1993), education not only empowers individuals with tools for social and economic

development but also promotes structural transformation.

In circumstances when women endure complex insecurity such as; economic, political, and
personal, education serves as a safeguard against exploitation and discrimination. Women
with education has better opportunity to be employed, exercise reproduce independency, and
enrolled in leading positions. Furthermore, they are main contributors to peacebuilding and
climate resilience, as their perspectives and experiences inform more inclusive and sustainable

solutions.

Feminist scholars highlight that education must go beyond formal schooling to include

critical pedagogy thatem powers learners to question injustice and imagine alternative futures
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(McKay, 2004; Reardon, 1993). Education for sustainable development should therefore be

people-centered, rights-based, and context-sensitive.

Economic security, is a critical component of human security, it is rooted in the possibility
of stable income and employment opportunities. Without economic security, individuals are

exposed to poverty, exploitation, and displacement.

Decent Work and Economic Growth which is count as SDG 8, emphasizes decent work for
all and inclusive sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment. this goal is
essential to ensuring livelihoods that are resilient to shocks such as economic breakdown or
climate-related events. In addition to that, the fact that reducing economic insecurity is a key
pathway to decreasing income inequality, which is the focus of SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities)

(United Nations, 2015).

Ensuring access to healthcare, clean water, sanitation, and nutrition directly improves the
well-being and productivity of populations which is the core of Health security that is another
crucial aspect of human security. Health security interrelated to SDG 3(Good Health and Well-
being) that's explicitly targets the promotion of physical and mental health, which reduction

the mortality rates, and the containment of global health threats such as pandemics.

Health security contributes to sustainable development (WHO, 2020). not only by
protecting individuals but also by reducing the economic and social burden on communities,
thereby Environmental security, closely linked to climate change and ecological sustainability,

which is another central pillar of human security.

under SDG 13 (Climate Action) and SDG 15 (Life on Land) Sustainable development aim to
enhance community resilience through environmental protection, Environmental
degradation, natural disasters, and resource scarcity. disproportionately affect vulnerable
populations. Without environmental security, the progress made in health, economic, and
social development can be easily undermined., sustainable land use, and climate adaptation

strategies (IPCC, 2022).
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Moreover, political and social stability are essential for human security and sustainable
growth. SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions) emphasizes the significance of
inclusive government, adherence to the rule of law, and the safeguarding of human rights.
When institutions are equitable and responsive, they foster conditions where security and
development mutually reinforce one another, therefore preventing conflict and enhancing

trust in public systems.

Education and empowerment, especially in relation to SDG 4 (Quality Education), are
fundamental to human security. Education improves personal abilities, facilitates economic
engagement, and cultivates analytical reasoning. It is also crucial in disrupting the cycle of
poverty and inequality. Likewise, gender equality, as outlined in SDG 5, is essential.
Guaranteeing women and girls equitable access to education, healthcare, and leadership roles
not only fosters fairness but also improves the efficacy of development initiatives (UN

Women, 2021).

The interrelationship between human security and sustainable development is evident and
multifaceted. Neglecting one aspect while addressing the other results in disjointed initiatives
and untenable results. By aligning development strategies with the Sustainable Development
Goals—particularly those pertaining to health (SDG 3), education (SDG 4), economic growth
(SDG 8), and the reduction of inequality (SDG 10)—policymakers can guarantee a holistic
and cohesive approach that preserves human dignity while ensuring a fair and sustainable

future.
4. The Role of Education in Sustainable Development: A Focus on SDGs 3, 4, 8, and 10

Education is fundamental to sustainable development, empowering individuals to enhance
their lives and contribute to the welfare of their communities and the world. Among the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) delineated in the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda, SDG
4 Quality Education is especially vital, as it directly facilitates the attainment of other goals,
particularly SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic

Growth), and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities). Education cultivates knowledge, skills, and
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critical thinking, enabling individuals to address difficult global challenges while promoting

justice, sustainability, and human dignity.

The essence of sustainable development is the necessity for equitable access to education.
SDG 4 seeks to "ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all" (United Nations, 2015). Realizing this objective necessitates that
learner — irrespective of gender, financial status, ethnicity, or geographic location —have
access to high-quality educational environments that equip them for meaningful societal

participation.

Quality education enhances reading and numeracy while also cultivating vital life skills
such as problem-solving, empathy, environmental stewardship, and civic responsibility
(UNESCO, 2017). Education systems prioritizing sustainability cultivate a generation more
cognizant of climate change, inequality, and global interconnectedness. Initiatives such as
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) are progressively shaping curricula to enhance

cognitive abilities alongside ethical consciousness and social responsibility.

Moreover, inclusive education systems are crucial for rectifying inequities in access and
outcomes. Obstacles such as poverty, disability, conflict, and gender discrimination persist in
excluding millions of children from education. According to UNESCO (2020), inclusive
education is not just a technical necessity but also a moral obligation, essential for diminishing
structural inequalities and enabling every individual to participate in and gain from

sustainable development.

Education is intrinsically connected to SDG 3, which advocates for health and well-being for
all. Multiple research has proven the significant association between educational attainment
and health consequences. Educated persons are more inclined to make informed choices
regarding nutrition, cleanliness, family planning, and illness prevention, therefore enhancing

both personal and public health (Soubbotina, 2004).
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Maternal education has been demonstrated to substantially decrease child mortality and
enhance maternal health. Women possessing elevated educational attainment are more
inclined to utilize prenatal care, secure immunizations for their offspring, and implement
healthful practices in child-rearing (UNICEF, 2020). Education is essential in mitigating the
transmission of infectious diseases like HIV/AIDS by promoting awareness and diminishing

stigma.

Furthermore, educational institutions can function as venues for health promotion by
incorporating health education into the curriculum and facilitating access to essential health
services. School-based nutrition and mental health programs are crucial in cultivating
enduring habits that promote physical and emotional well-being. In places afflicted by
violence or prone to disasters, schools frequently function as secure environments that offer

psychosocial assistance to children and adolescents.

The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the interconnection between health and education
systems. School closures not only interrupted education but also intensified pre-existing
health vulnerabilities, especially among marginalized groups. This has incited increasing
demands for more cohesive, resilient systems that synchronize education and health services

to safeguard the most vulnerable populations.

Education is a fundamental facilitator of SDG 8, which aims to foster sustained, inclusive,
and sustainable economic growth, comprehensive and productive employment, and dignified
work for everyone. An educated populace exhibits more innovation, adaptability, and
productivity—attributes vital for contemporary economies dependent on knowledge,

creativity, and technology (Tilak, 2002).

Fundamental education enhances labor market results by augmenting employability and
income potential, whilst further education and vocational training provide individuals with
particular competencies required for advancing industries. Enhancing access to secondary and
university education in low-income nations is vital for cultivating a competent workforce and
disrupting the cycle of poverty.
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The connection between educational systems and labor market requirements is equally
significant. Discrepancies between graduates’ competencies and employment prospects can
resultin underemployment and dissatisfaction, particularly among young individuals. Policies
that advocate for technical and vocational education and training (TVET), internships, and
entrepreneurship are essential for equipping learners for significant employment across

several sectors (ILO, 2021).

The Fourth Industrial Revolution, propelled by automation, artificial intelligence, and digital
transformation, is redefining the essence of employment. Lifelong learning and ongoing
upskilling are more necessary. Educational systems must adapt to provide learners with both
technical competencies and interpersonal abilities, including teamwork, adaptation, and
digital literacy. By doing so, they can foster inclusive economic engagement and mitigate

unemployment.

Education has a vital role in accomplishing Sustainable Development Goal 10, which seeks
to diminish inequality both within and among nations. Educational inequality persists as a
significant and structural obstacle to sustainable development. Gender, wealth, ethnicity,
language, disability, and geographic disparities hinder millions from obtaining quality

educational opportunities (UNESCO, 2020).

Addressing these inequities necessitates targeted policies and inclusive behaviors that
prioritize equity over equality. While equal access to educational institutions is a crucial initial
measure, equity guarantees that students have the essential assistance to flourish. This include
gender-sensitive curricula, accessible educational resources, linguistic inclusion, and support

services for students with disabilities.

Furthermore, education functions as a social equalizer by empowering underprivileged
groups to claim their rights and engage in civic affairs. Literacy and critical thinking enable
individuals to confront unjust behaviors, champion social justice, and participate in
democratic processes. This is particularly crucial for women and girls, as their educational

achievement is intricately connected to wider societal consequences, such as diminished
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gender-based violence, postponed marriage, and increased political engagement (Hudson,
2009).

From a global standpoint, differences in educational spending and quality between the
Global North and South perpetuate global inequity. Enhancing global collaboration,
augmenting development assistance for education, and fostering South-South knowledge
exchange are critical measures to guarantee that all nations can establish inclusive, high-

quality education systems.

5. The Role of Civil Society Associations in Education for Sustainable Development

(ESD):

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is a transformative process that equips
learners to make educated decisions and undertake responsible actions for environmental
integrity, economic viability, and social justice for current and future generations. According
to UNESCO (2017), ESD fosters the acquisition of information, skills, values, and attitudes
essential for tackling the interrelated global challenges currently confronting the world,

including climate change, biodiversity loss, poverty, and inequality.

Although formal education systems are essential in executing ESD, they are not the only
participants. Civil society associations (CSAs)—comprising non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), community-based organizations (CBOs), grassroots movements, professional
associations, and faith-based groups—have become essential participants in promoting the
objectives of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). These organizations serve as
intermediaries among governments, institutions, and communities, fostering innovation,

accountability, advocacy, and participatory methods in sustainable development education.

This essay analyzes the diverse functions of civil society organizations in advancing and
executing Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), focusing on their contributions,

tactics, problems, and future outlook.
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Civil society can be defined as the collective of non-governmental organizations and
institutions that represent the interests and aspirations of citizens. It is a sector in which
individuals collaborate to promote shared objectives, frequently on a voluntary basis and

outside of governmental and market influences (Anheier, 2014).

Education for Sustainable Development aims to incorporate the concepts, values, and
practices of sustainable development into every facet of education and learning. Its objective
is to empower individuals to think critically, act responsibly, and work effectively to create a

sustainable future (UNESCO, 2017).

It's important to mention that education and women’s empowerment is a cornerstone for
sustainable development, particularly when directed toward empowering women in areas

such as:
. Entrepreneurship and economic participation
 Environmental and health awareness
* Legal and rights-based empowerment

The Naour Women's Association offers educational and training programs that provide
women with the knowledge and skills needed to become active community participants and

achieve economic independence—ykey components of human security.

The convergence of civil society and Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is both
inherent and essential. Civil society organizations frequently engage directly with local
communities and possess a keen awareness of local contexts, customs, and needs, which are
essential for the design and execution of effective Education for Sustainable Development

initiatives.

Civil society organizations (CSOs) are pivotal in promoting the incorporation of Education
for Sustainable Development (ESD) into national education policies, development agendas,

and international frameworks. They exert pressure on governments and international
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organizations to implement more inclusive, equitable, and sustainability-focused educational
policies through lobbying, campaigns, and engagement in public debate (Keating, 2016).
Numerous Civil Society Organizations significantly influenced the formulation of the UN's
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, especially Sustainable Development Goal 4.7,
which highlights Education for Sustainable Development and global citizenship education.
Entities like Oxfam, the Earth Charter Initiative, and the Global Campaign for Education have
exerted significant influence in international policy discussions (Earth Charter International,

2020).

A defining characteristic of civil society is its adaptability and ability to innovate. Civil society
organizations frequently implement innovative educational models, curriculum, and
pedagogical strategies that may subsequently be expanded or integrated into official
education systems. Experiential learning programs, eco-schools, and community-led
educational projects frequently emerge from civil society experimentation (Tilbury &

Wortman, 2004).

Organizations such as the Centre for Environment Education (CEE) in India have created
localized and culturally pertinent Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) materials that
have been integrated into formal school curriculum. The Green Belt Movement in Kenya,
established by Nobel Laureate Wangari Maathai, has successfully integrated environmental
education with community empowerment and women's rights (Maathai, 2006).

Civil society organizations actively engage in capacity-building initiatives, educating
educators, community leaders, youth, and government officials on sustainable development
principles and practices. These trainings frequently emphasize participative learning

techniques, critical analysis, and action-oriented competencies (Sterling, 2010).

WWF's educational initiatives in Africa and Asia have encompassed training educators in
biodiversity protection and climate change awareness. These programs not only augment
educators’ capabilities but also cultivate networks of practice that promote enduring change

(WWF, 2018).
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A fundamental strength of civil society organizations is their capacity to mobilize and
engage communities. By employing participatory approaches, they guarantee that education
is culturally pertinent and that learners engage as active participants rather than passive
recipients. This grassroots approach improves ownership and efficacy (Boeve-de Pauw et al,,

2015).

In Latin America, indigenous groups have partnered with NGOs to create intercultural
bilingual education programs that amalgamate traditional knowledge with sustainable
principles. These activities not only safeguard cultural assets but also foster environmental

stewardship (UNESCO, 2016).

Civil society often acts as a watchdog, monitoring the implementation of government
commitments to ESD and holding institutions accountable. Through research, citizen reports,
and public advocacy, CSOs highlight gaps, document progress, and advocate for greater

transparency (UNESCO, 2020).

Organizations such as Education International and Global Education Monitoring Report
partners frequently publish reports evaluating national progress on ESD-related indicators,

thus creating pressure for improved implementation.

Civil society organizations excel at customizing educational materials to align with the
cultural, socioeconomic, and linguistic contexts of the communities they support. This
guarantees that ESD is significant and attainable for many populations (Wals, 2011).
Although schools are significant, Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) frequently function
beyond conventional educational frameworks, employing informal and non-formal learning
methods—such as community workshops, theatre, storytelling, and digital media—to

engage wider audiences (LaBelle, 1986).

Numerous civil society organizations highlight youth as catalysts for change. They endorse

youth-led projects, leadership programs, and advocacy campaigns that enhance young
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individuals' ability to impact their communities and cultivate sustainable futures (Sanson et

al., 2019).

A significant challenge encountered by civil society in advancing Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) is the scarcity of finance and resources; numerous civil society
organizations (CSOs) function with constrained budgets and struggle to obtain stable
financing for enduring ESD programs. Donor priorities may fluctuate, complicating the

maintenance of programs (CIVICUS, 2020).

Another problem is that, in certain countries, civil society encounters political repression,
legal constraints, or a lack of acknowledgment. This may inhibit autonomous action and
constrain their capacity to champion change or engage marginalized communities (Freedom

House, 2021).

Additionally, the issues of fragmentation and coordination. The heterogeneity of
participants in civil society may occasionally resultin fragmentation, redundancy of initiatives,
or insufficient coordination. Establishing synergies and cohesive strategies among businesses

remains a persistent difficulty (Anheier, 2014).
5.1. Case Studies of Civil Society Contributions to ESD; Naour women Association:

The Naour Women Association is one of the pioneering civil society organizations in Jordan,
established in 1958 — before the issuance of the Associations Law and the formation of the
first municipal council in the Naour area. Since its founding, the Association has been
dedicated to addressing community needs by providing essential services that were not
available at the time. With a strong focus on empowering women, the Association works to
raise awareness, enhance skills, support small income-generating projects, and offer childcare
services, contributing to the advancement and well-being of women and their families in the

local community.
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6. Findings and Discussion:
6.1. Impact of Educational Programs:

The Naour Women'’s Association’s (NWA) workshops on health, women's rights, and social
empowerment have had a significant impact on participants” awareness, confidence, and
overall well-being. Beneficiaries reported notable improvements in their personal knowledge,

self-esteem, and active engagement within their families and communities.

Helana, a long-time resident, reflected: "I attended health lectures on breast cancer,
women's rights, and vocational training. These programs provided me with practical skills
such as home mushroom cultivation and dairy production, which reduced household

expenses and boosted my confidence.”

Helana also emphasized the emotional support offered through the programs, noting that
the safe and welcoming environment fostered by the Association created a strong sense of
belonging and social value among participants. Such emotional security is a vital but often

overlooked component of women'’s human security.

Similarly, Nibal highlighted the broader impact of education: "Attending lectures and
workshops expanded my knowledge and life skills. It inspired me to encourage my daughter
to start her own business making creams, and the Association helped market her products

through bazaars and online platforms.”

These testimonies illustrate that education extends beyond individual transformation—it
initiates generational empowerment, influencing both family members and the wider

community.

Furthermore, beneficiaries frequently noted that the Association’s programs provided
essential psychosocial support, particularly for women undergoing major life transitions such
as retirement, divorce, or relocation. In this way, NWA plays a critical role in fostering not only

informational empowerment but also psychological resilience.
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6.2. Vocational Training and Economic Em powerment:

NWA's vocational training programs have directly contributed to enhancing economic
empowerment among women in Naour. Beneficiaries gained practical skills that improved

their employability, fostered entrepreneurship, and enabled greater financial independence.

Ahood, who faced difficult circumstances following her divorce, shared: "After attending the
childcare course, | secured a job at the Association’s daycare. Financial independence restored

my confidence after losing support from my family.”

In another example, Nibal described how vocational workshops encouraged her daughter
to establish a home-based business: "The 'Sustainability Starts with Me' workshop provided
essential guidance and support. My daughter’s success in creating a skincare line directly

improved our family's financial stability."

The Association’s Director, Areej Afishat, explained: "Our training programs are customized
based on the community’s needs and current labor market trends. Many women have

launched home-based businesses, successfully overcoming cultural and economic barriers.”

Beyond direct income generation, these programs also contribute to broader economic
resilience by fostering entrepreneurship, innovation, and localized economic activity, thereby

strengthening community-level economies.
6.3. Economic Empowerment and Human Security:

The connection between economic empowerment and women’s human security is clearly
demonstrated by the experiences of NWA participants. Increased financial stability has

translated into enhanced dignity, autonomy, and influence within their households.

Helana described her newfound self-sufficiency: "Cultivating mushrooms at home and
producing dairy items reduced our family's spending, increasing our household’s self-

reliance."
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Ahood highlighted the transformative effect of employment: "Becoming financially

independent from my father gave me the strength and dignity | needed after my divorce.”
Similarly, Nibal reflected:

"Encouraging my daughter to start a business empowered her financially, allowing her to

fund her university education independently.”

These stories illustrate that empowerment creates a ripple effect: educated and
economically stable women often extend their support to family, friends, and the wider

community, thereby reinforcing social networks, resilience, and human security.
7. The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Enhancing Education and Human Security
7.1. In Education:

a) Using Al tools to design personalized educational content based on women'’s

individual backgrounds and learning needs.
b) Adopting smart learning platforms that allow flexible, self-paced learning.
) Analyzing educational data to continuously improve training programs.
7.2.  InSupporting Human Security:

a) Al systems can monitor and prevent cyber violence or online discrimination against

women.

b) Digital health applications can provide basic health consultations in underserved

communities.

c) Al-based recommendation platforms can help women market their products or find

work opportunities.
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8. The Role of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in Long-Term

Development:

NWA'’s approach aligns closely with key Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),

particularly:

SDG 4 (Quality Education): Promoting lifelong learning opportunities and literacy.

SDG 5 (Gender Equality): Enhancing women'’s social, political, and economic

empowerment.

SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth): Creating sustainable and inclusive

employment opportunities.

SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities): Addressing disparities in access to education,

resources, and opportunities.

Heba Lebzo, Head of the Association, emphasized: "Our activities combat poverty, enhance

health awareness, and promote women's rights, all of which contribute directly to sustainable

development.”

The Association’s work illustrates the vital role grassroots organizations play in translating

global development goals into tangible, local achievements. By offering accessible and locally

relevant training, NWA not only meets immediate needs but also fosters long-term resilience

and societal progress.

9. Additional Insights: Challenges and Opportunities

9.1. Challenges Identified

Economic Barriers: Transportation costs, especially for multi-day workshops, remain

asignificant obstacle for many women.

Cultural Barriers: Although societal attitudes are evolving, traditional norms still limit

some women's full participation in public life.
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Legal and Policy Gaps: Current laws regarding divorce, custody, and women'’s
economic rights are seen as insufficient by many participants, underscoring the need

for broader advocacy and legal reforms.
o Opportunities for Expansion:

Digital Empowerment: Strengthen digital literacy and e-marketing training to expand

women's access to broader markets.

Policy Advocacy: Work closely with policymakers to advance equitable legal

protections, particularly for divorced and marginalized women.

Expanded Outreach: Implement mobile training initiatives and increase transportation

support to reach more isolated and underserved women.
Opportunities for Expansion:

Expanding access to e-marketing and digital entrepreneurship training to help

women reach broader markets.

Strengthening partnerships with governmental and non-governmental actors to

advocate for more equitable legal protections for women.

Continuing to develop mobile outreach initiatives to reach women who are

geographically or socially isolated.

As Areej Afishat aptly stated: "Success is not just about providing training. It's about creating

ecosystems of support—Ilegal, economic, social—so women can thrive sustainably."

9.3.

Leadership and Vision: The Role of Heba Lebzo

By attending several session talking to different beneficiaries, a main finding was seen

which the role of individuals and their insights in Ieading the community and their role in

sustainable development when the seek their vision on the ground. A central figure in the

success of the Naour Women's Association, the Head of the Association represented by Heba
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Lebzo. Her leadership embodies a vision of grassroots empowerment, sustainable

development, and rights-based advocacy.

Heba emphasized the founding mission: "The Association was established in 1958 to fill
service gaps not addressed by the state. Our focus has always been on empowering women

through awareness, education, and economic opportunity.”

the Association evolved from a traditional service provider into a dynamic, community-

driven hub promoting sustainable development and women’s human security.
Her contributions include:

a) Strategic Program Design: Heba ensures that workshops and training sessions are
constantly adapted to address the evolving needs of women and align with sustainable
development trends, including digital marketing, environmental awareness, and

home-based entrepreneurship.

b) Advocacy for Women's Rights: Recognizing the structural barriers facing women,
especially divorced women, Heba actively calls for policy reforms to improve custody
rights, housing security, and access to health insurance for women marginalized by

current legal frameworks.

o Collaboration and Networking: Heba has strengthened NWA's ties with
governmental agencies, international NGOs, and private sector partners, expanding

resource mobilization and program reach.

¢ Cultivating Trust: Perhaps most importantly, Heba’s longstanding presence and
transparent leadership have built deep community trust. Women across Naour and
neighboring areas regard the Association as a safe space—a crucial foundation for any

empowerment initiative.
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As Heba explained: "Our success lies in trust, adaptability, and always putting the real needs
of women at the center. Sustainable development starts with empowering individuals in their

own communities."

Through her leadership, Heba demonstrates that sustainable development is not an

abstract goal—it is built through daily acts of education, advocacy, and solidarity.

In conclusion, The Naour Women's Association exemplifies how grassroots organizations
can effectively translate global ESD principles into local empowerment strategies. This case
study confirms that ESD is not merely about imparting knowledge but about fostering holistic
human security—economic, social, and psychological. Women in Naour who participated in
NWA's programs reported increased confidence, financial independence, and community

involvement—~key indicators of sustainable development progress.

However, persistent challenges—including cultural barriers, legal inequities, and
infrastructural limitations—highlight the need for a multi-layered approach. Scaling up

NWA's successes requires systemic support, policy alignment, and continued innovation.

To sum up, this research reaffirms that human security and sustainable development are
interdependent. Investing in locally driven, education-based empowerment initiatives like
those of NWA not only uplifts women but also strengthens the social fabric, fostering resilient

and equitable societies, NWA has:

Increased Awareness and Confidence: NWA's health and rights workshops significantly
raised awareness about personal rights, health, and available legal protections, boosting

participants’ self-confidence and sense of agency.

Vocational Success: Training programs in crafts, childcare, and home-based businesses

directly improved participants’ economic standing and financial independence.

Psychosocial Benefits: Safe spaces and emotional support strengthened women's

psychological well-being and social bonds within the community.
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Generational Impact: Women often transferred skills and knowledge to their families,

particularly daughters, leading to broader community empowerment.

10. Conclusion:

Human security and sustainable development are mutually reinforcing. Without human
security, sustainable development is difficult to achieve, as people living in insecurity struggle
to participate in economic, social, and environmental initiatives. Conversely, sustainable
developmentstrengthens human security by addressing the root causes of poverty, inequality,
and environmental degradation. Policies and initiatives must integrate both concepts to build

resilient, just, and prosperous societies.

The Naour Women's Association stands as a testament to what is possible when education,

leadership, and local action come together to create lasting, meaningful change.
This research paper concludes with a set of results and recommendations as follows:

10.1. Study results:

a) By investing in education systems that are responsive, inclusive, and forward-looking,
governments and institutions can empower individuals to lead healthier lives, access
decent employment, and actively contribute to more just and equitable societies.
Education, when truly transformative, nurtures not just learners but change-makers—
individuals who carry the seeds of sustainability into every sector and community they
touch.

b) The case study of the Naour Women's Association (NWA) vividly demonstrates the
transformative potential of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in
promoting women's human security, economic empowerment, and community
resilience.

c) Through targeted educational programs, vocational training, and strategic advocacy,

NWA has enabled women in Naour to gain critical knowledge, build self-confidence,
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achieve financial independence, and assume more active roles within their families
and communities. These individual transformations contribute directly to broader
sustainable development goals, creating ripple effects that extend across generations.

d) Akey driver of this success has been the visionary leadership, whose commitment to
grassroots empowerment, adaptability, and trust-building has allowed the Association
to thrive. By aligning the Association’s initiatives with real community needs and
contemporary sustainable development strategies, the association team have shown
that local leadership is crucial for advancing global development agendas.

e) The findings confirm that economic empowerment is not just about income
generation—it is a core component of human security. Women who gain access
to education, resources, and opportunities are better equipped to protect themselves,
support their families, contribute to their communities, and advocate for systemic
change.

f) Moreover, NWA's integration of ESD principles into its programs—emphasizing
lifelong learning, gender equality, decent work, and inequality reduction—offers a
practical, replicable model for other grassroots organizations seeking to drive
sustainable change.

g) However, persistent challenges remain. Transportation costs, cultural barriers, and
legal inequalities continue to limit some women’s full participation and security.
Addressing these structural barriers through policy reform, expanded partnerships,
and continuous innovation is essential for scaling and sustaining progress.

h) Ultimately, this study reinforces that human security and sustainable development
are fundamentally interconnected. Investing in education, rights-based
empowerment, and community-driven initiatives like those led by NWA not only
uplifts individuals but strengthens the foundations of resilient, just, and sustainable

societies.
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10.2. Recommendations:

a) Expand Digital Training: Introduce e-marketing and digital entrepreneurship

modules to help women access broader markets.

b) Advocate for Policy Reform: Work with policymakers to address legal gaps, especially

concerning divorced women's rights to custody, housing, and health insurance.

c) Increase Accessibility: Provide transportation subsidies and mobile outreach to reach

women in remote or underserved areas.

d) Strengthen Monitoring: Develop formal impact assessment tools to track long-term

outcomes and ensure continuous improvement.
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12.  Appendix:

12.1. Interview Questions for Association Workers:
12.1.1. Program Goals and Implementation:

a) What are the main goals of NWA's educational and vocational programs?

b) How do you select or design the training and workshops you offer?

c)lmpact on Beneficiaries:

d) Based on your experience, how do participants change after attending the programs?

e) Canyou give examples of women who have found jobs or become community leaders?

12.1.2. Challenges and Barriers:

a) What are the main challenges you face in reaching women in the community?

b) How do cultural or economic barriers affect women's participation in the programs?

12.1.3. Sustainable Development and Long-Term Goals:

a) How do NWA's programs contribute to sustainable development in Naour?
b) Are there efforts to ensure the sustainability of the training provided and its long-term

impact?
12.1.4. Monitoring and Evaluation:

a) How do you measure the success or effectiveness of your programs?

b) What feedback do you usually receive from the women participants?

12.1.5. Policies and Advocacy:

a) Do you collaborate with any governmental or non-governmental organizations?

b) What policy changes would help you better support women'’s human security in Naour?
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12.1.6. Beneficiary Interview Questions:

a) How did you first hear about the Naour Women’s Association?
b) What motivated you to participate in its programs?

12.1.7. Participation in the Program and Its Benefits:

a) What programs or workshops have you participated in through the Naour Women'’s
Association (e.g., health, rights, vocational training)?

b) What specific skills or knowledge have you gained from these programs?

c)Have you obtained any job opportunities or income-generating opportunities through the

Naour Women's Association?

12.1.8. Impact on Personal and Family Life:

a) How have the Naour Women's Association programs changed your daily life or routine?
b) Has your role in your family or home changed since joining the programs? In what way?

c)How has your financial situation or independence been affected?

12.1.9. Confidence, Voice, and Community Participation:

a) Do you feel more confident in expressing your opinions or participating in your
community?

b) Have you shared the knowledge or skills you gained with others in your family or
neighborhood?

c) Do you now participate in any community or public activities you didn't participate in

before?

12.1.10. Sense of Safety and Well-being:

a) Since joining NWA, do you feel safer in your life—economically, socially, or personally?
b) What challenges do you still face in living a safe and stable life? 13. What does “human

security” mean to you now, afteryour experience with NWA?
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12.2. Helana — Beneficiary:

a) The Ladies Association of Naour is located in the neighborhood where I live, and it has

been in the area for a long time.

b) The programs offered by the association touch on our daily lives. The people in charge of
the association provide psychological comfort, a comfortable environment, and kind
treatment, which makes us feel our importance in society. Additionally, we gain very useful

information.

c)l participated in attending health lectures about breast cancer and early detection, the role
of women in elections, lectures about personal status (marriage, divorce, custody), women's
rights, domestic violence, violence against children, and how to deal with all types of
violence and where women can go for protection or complaints. | also learned about the
dangers of drugs and how to recognize if any family members are using drugs. | participated
in vocational training courses, including sewing, soap-making, home mushroom cultivation,
and dairy and cheese production. Environmental awareness programs (such as not wasting

water, as Jordan is a water-scarce country).
d) Icultivated mushrooms at home and made dairy products and cheese for my family.

e) lam retired and participated in these courses after retirement to occupy myself and benefit
my family and the surrounding community. This helped reduce spending since | made things
myself. | grow mushrooms for home use as they are expensive in the market, as well as dairy

products, cheese, and milk-based sweets. Our area is located between villages and the city.

f)1 benefited from the information presented in the lectures, the training courses, the

entertainment, and filling my free time with useful activities.

g) lhaveincreased my knowledge and life skills and built my confidence, which has positively

affected my family.

h) 1do notseek a change in my financial situation.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
JiL Journal of Human Rights - Eleventh Year - Issue 50: May 2025



bl A 2025 sale 150 sl - e @aloul pla - Sl B r Ao

A\\| /¢

i) Yes, | feel more confident in myself and my knowledge. | participate in all discussions and

speak confidently in the lectures, workshops, and my personal and public life.
j) am not looking for a job; I am looking for information and courses to fill my time.

k) Every time | attended lectures, workshops, or vocational training, | shared the information
with my family, neighbors, and others to spread what | learned. | participated in a training
workshop followed by a competition ("How to Benefit My Community by Storytelling and

Reading") and won first place, receiving recognition at the Naour District level.

) Yes, | feel safe and important in society, and my confidence in myself and my knowledge has

increased because we get information from reliable sources.

m) | need health insurance since | lost my health insurance after retirement, Social Security,

and a district free of crime.
n) |wantto have life essentials without struggle.
12.3. Ahood — Beneficiary:
a) Through one of my relatives, who was involved in a course about the first years of my child.

b) The warm welcome and kindness from those managing the association, alongside all the

services and lectures, matched exactly what | needed.

c)The vocational training courses included: decoupage, soap-making, dairy and cheese
production, home mushroom cultivation, civil defense and fire extinguishing, women'’s and

children's rights, breast cancer, healthy nutrition, sheep breeding, and recycling courses.
d) The first years of my child's life course helped me get a job at the association's daycare.
e) Yes, | currently work with a monthly salary in a daycare for children.

f)I now have knowledge in many aspects of life, which has increased my self-confidence and
my confidence in those around me, especially since | had recently divorced and was isolated,

having lost my trust in those around me and myself. The association, with its programs,
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courses, and treatment, helped me regain what | had lost due to my new situation, offering

both psychological and material support.

g) | became financially independent from my father, who used to support me and my son. |
am now able to meet my and my son’s needs, which has increased my happiness and self-

confidence.
h) Yes, | am now able to express myself more without fear.
i) Yes, I shared all the information | benefited from with my family, friends, and acquaintances.

j) Definitely, | now have the sense of helping others in need after | was helped, which had a

positive impact on me.

k) 1have become a volunteer, serving the women of the community by providing services to

children so that the mothers can develop themselves.

) Yes, | feel secure economically, socially, and personally, but I do not consider this security

sufficient.

m) | do not have a private residence, nor do | have health insurance since my ex-husband
canceled my insurance after the divorce. I lost all my privacy and do not have enough income
to support my entire family, as | have five children, one of whom I support. Therefore, | hope
that the associations, especially the Naour Ladies Association, will pressure decision-makers
to change some laws currently in place, as most of them benefit men, and women are the

biggest losers if they stay in a bad marriage or end up divorced.

n) Independent housing from the family after divorce, health insurance for me and my

children, and financial independence.
12.4. Nibal — Beneficiary

a) | got to know the association through a sports club, which was one of the association’s

activities at that time.
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b) When I learned about the association’s activities and services, | was very impressed and

began to engage with them.

c)l attended many courses, including: Positive Energy (How to Build Yourself as a Woman),
which was emotionally supportive for me, especially since | was a newcomer to the area and
young. | also attended courses in modern cooking methods, how to be a successful mother,

the first years of my child's life, breast cancer, first aid, and sustainability starts with me.

d) Cooking, raising children, and positive energy have become important in my life. |
benefited from “sustainability starts with me” by encouraging my daughter to start her own

business in making creams.

e) Personally, | did not have the opportunity for work since | was not seeking employment,
but attending the “sustainability starts with me” workshop encouraged me to support my
daughter in starting her business from home. The association helped by showcasing her
products at bazaars and gatherings organized by the association and through online

marketing.

f) Attending several lectures, workshops, and training on crafts like crochet and cooking gave
me confidence. | spent my free time learning skills that increased my cultural and social
knowledge and awareness of my rights as a woman and the rights of my children when they

were young.

g) | became more positive with my family, more cultured, and better able to manage my

home and guide my children in a scientific and correct way.

h) Personally, I didn't get the chance to start a business, but | encouraged my daughter in her
own. She has now achieved what | wished for: she has become financially independent and

can cover her university expenses.

i) Yes, | feel more confident in expressing myself. | now have the courage and bravery to say

what | want, express my opinions, and discuss what | learned at the association.
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j) I shared the information I learned with my friends, family, neighbors, and acquaintances. It
had a noticeable impact on how we interact with our families, neighbors, and others. |

became more confident in opening discussions and exchanging opinions.

k) I'will participate in a project for children to teach them the prophetic sayings and will join

upcoming programs at the association.

) Yes, | now have a community | can rely on when needed, and | feel a sense of belonging to
this community, thanks to the efforts of the association staff who have increased local

community solidarity.

m) | lost my life partner and have a daughter in university and one in school, which led to

financial burdens after losing the provider.

n) Human security is seeing my children live in social security, financial security, and job

security.
12.5. HebalLebzo — Head of the Association:

a) The association was founded in 1958, before the issuance of the association law in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and before the establishment of the first municipal council in
the area. The association has worked to provide services not offered by the state, as it does
not compete with anyone but tries to provide services not available in the area by the state.
The association primarily aims to empower women through awareness lectures that raise
awareness forwomen in all aspects of life, training and employing women, and encouraging
them to carry out small home-based income-generating projects, in addition to childcare,

which ultimately empowers women.
b) Based on the needs of the local community for women and families in general.

c)Participants in the programs often express their happiness with the information or
emotional support or training we offer, and we measure the impact by women returning to
attend more lectures and vocational training. A group of women also start home-based
income-generating projects that help increase family income. It is noticeable that year after
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year, the number of women working from home increases, overcoming the culture of shame
that once dominated their minds. The development of communication tools has also helped

women market their products through social media.

d) Many examples exist of women who trained and worked in professions like sewing, early
childhood education, data entry, soap and candle making, home-cooked meals, dairy and
cheese production, agriculture, and beauty. Many have started their own businesses and

employed others.

e) There are still cultural barriers that limit some women from attending and participating in
our programs, although the number of these women is now smaller. The association enjoys
trust from the people of the area and surrounding areas due to its long-standing presence
and commitment to providing needed services for women and families, with training and

awareness evolving to meet current changes over the years.

f) The association adjusts its goals and programs to align with the changing needs of society.
Economic barriers, particularly the cost of transportation, are an additional challenge, and

sometimes the association provides transportation for multi-day workshops.

g) Most of the association's activities align with sustainable development goals, such as
raising awareness about women's rights, which reduces inequality, providing safe work and
combating poverty and hunger, supporting mental and physical health, vocational training,

and education.

h) Yes, we are working on following up and encouraging training on new trends like e-
marketing, product quality control, and appropriate advertising to help reach a larger

number of beneficiaries.

i) We measure success by the number of women starting small or income-generating projects,
an increase in participation in new courses, and requests from women to repeat courses.

Feedback is mostly positive with many suggestions.
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j) We ask women to repeat the courses and suggest future courses that may help with their

home-based projects.

k) Yes, we cooperate with civil society organizations and governmental institutions, such as
the International Community Schools Association, Family Organization and Protection
Association, InterSOS Italian Organization for combating violence against women and
children, the Jordan River Foundation for training women on two programs: the first for
small business owners titled "Sustainability Starts with You," and the second for housewives
called "I Am Financially Responsible.” We also cooperate with the Ministry of Social
Development through its Naour Directorate for courses like "The First Years of My Child's
Life," which is accredited for employment in nurseries. We collaborate with agricultural
directorates to offer courses and workshops on livestock breeding, dairy and cheese
production, home mushroom cultivation, and with the security sector to provide lectures

and training on drugs and how to prevent them, as well as first aid and fire-fighting.

) There is a need to change some unjust laws against women, especially divorced women

regarding custody, visitation, and securing housing for divorced women and their children.
12.6. Areej Afishat — Director of the Association:

a) NWA's programs aim to empower women educationally, professionally, and

economically.

b) Training is selected and designed based on the community's needs and the labor market,

taking into consideration the opinions of the beneficiaries.

c)Participants change by gaining new skills, increasing their self-confidence, and becoming
active members of society. Women feel happy about the information and support provided,
and we measure the impact through their return to attend additional workshops and starting

home-based income-generating projects.
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d) Some women have found jobs in various sectors or have become community initiative
leaders. Women have been trained in sewing, childcare, data entry, soap and candle-making,

food production, agriculture, beauty, and wool knitting.

e) Major challenges include cultural barriers limiting some women's participation, and a lack
of awareness about the importance of the programs. Economic barriers, especially
transportation costs, are an additional challenge, leading the association to occasionally

provide transport for workshops.

f) Economic and cultural factors hinder the participation or continuation of some women in
the programs. The association focuses on sustainable development goals such as combating
poverty and hunger, supporting women's rights, mental and physical health, and ongoing

vocational training.

g) The programs contribute to women's economic independence, supporting sustainable

development in Naour.

h) We provide continuous follow-up and support to ensure long-term impacts from training,
including courses addressing new trends like e-marketing and product quality control, as

well as effective promotion for women’s products.

i) Success is measured through participant feedback, tracking the number of women starting

projects, and the growing demand for repeat courses.

j) Women often express satisfaction and improved self-confidence after participating in the

programs.

k) The association collaborates with both governmental and non-governmental
organizations to enhance the programs’ impact. It works with organizations such as the
International Community Schools Association, the Family Organization and Protection

Association, and others.

[)We need policies that better support women's economic empowerment and expand

opportunities for education and employment.
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ABSTRACT:

The protection of human rights is one of the most important issues of concern to the
international community, as international organizations and national institutions seek to
promote these rights and ensure their respectin accordance with international legal standards.
The world has witnessed a great development in the mechanisms and institutions concerned
with the protection of human rights, whether at the international level through the United
Nations and regional organizations or at the national level through judicial and societal
institutions. This research addresses the role that these bodies play in promoting human rights,

while highlighting the challenges they face in this field.

The main problem of this research is the question: To what extent do international
organizations and national institutions contribute to the promotion and protection of human
rights, and what are the challenges that hinder their role? The importance of this research is
highlighted in points including: highlighting international and national efforts to protect
human rights, and highlighting the relationship between international laws and national

|egis|ation in promoting human rights.

The research aims to study the role of international organizations in protecting human
rights, such as the United Nations and regional organizations, analyze the efforts of national
institutions, including governmental bodies and non-governmental organizations, and
provide recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of these efforts at the international

and national levels.

The research relies on the descriptive analytical approach, where legal documents and

international and national reports related to human rights are analyzed.

Keywords: human rights; international organizations; National institutions; legal

protection; challenges; International mechanisms..
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INTRODUCTION:

Human rights represent the basis on which justice and equality are achieved in societies,
and they are innate rights owed to every human being, regardless of race, religion, language,
or political affiliation. With the increase in global challenges such as wars, poverty, climate
change, and discrimination, and the emergence of the role of international organizations and
national institutions as a major actor in protecting and promoting human rights, international
organizations such as the United Nations, the Human Rights Council, and other non-
governmental organizations - such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch - come
to provide multiple mechanisms aimed at monitoring violations and providing humanitarian
assistance. At the national level, national institutions - such as human rights committees and
national courts - play a vital role in strengthening the rule of law and protecting individuals

from violations of their rights.
1.1. Research problem:

The issue of protecting human rights is one of the basic axes in international relations
and national policies, as international organizations and national institutions play a vital role
in promoting these rights and ensuring their respect. Despite the efforts made at the
international and national levels, there are still many challenges that hinder the achievement
of effective protection of human rights. The main problem of this research is represented in
this question: To what extent do international organizations and national institutions
contribute to the promotion and protection of human rights, and what are the challenges that
hinder their role? A number of sub-questions emerge from this problem, the most prominent

of which are:

a) What are the legal frameworks that international organizations rely on to protect human

rights?
b) How effective are national institutions in implementing their human rights obligations?

c) What is the relationship between international efforts and national mechanisms in the

field of human rights protection?
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d) What are the most prominent political, legal, and economic challenges facing these

efforts?

e) How can cooperation between international organizations and national institutions be

strengthened to achieve more effective protection of human rights?

The importance of this problem stems from the need to evaluate the efficiency of these
institutions in confronting the challenges that prevent the achievement of real and
tangible protection of human rights, whether they are legal, political, or institutional

challenges.
1.2. Importance of research:

a) Theoretical importance: The theoretical importance is: enhancing awareness of
human rights and knowledge of the basic principles of human rights. Clarifying the roles
of organizations helps in understanding the pivotal role played by international
organizations and national institutions in protecting rights and freedoms and promoting
the rule of law. Finally, it contributes to the analysis of legal mechanisms, as it contributes
to shedding light on international laws and treaties related to human rights, and how to

apply them at national levels.

b) Practical importance: The research helps decision-makers and activists adopt more
efficient policies and strategies in confronting human rights violations. The importance of
the research also lies in increasing community awareness, educating individuals about
their rights and how to demand them, and finally enhancing international and local
cooperation, as this cooperation builds stronger companies between international
organizations and national institutions to achieve common goals in the field of human

ri ghts.
1.3. Research objectives:

The research focuses on achieving a set of main objectives, which include:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
JiL Journal of Human Rights - Eleventh Year - Issue 50: May 2025



bl A 2025 sale 150 sl - e @aloul pla - Sl B r Ao

A\\| /¢

a) Determine the role of international organizations in protecting human rights, study
the functions and tools of institutions such as the United Nations, the Human Rights

Council, and international courts, and analyze their impact on promoting human rights.

b) Analyze the role of national institutions, and examine the extent to which local
bodies - such as national human rights committees and the judiciary - are able to

implement international obligations and protect rights within countries.

c) Clarifying coordination mechanisms between international organizations and local

governments in promoting human rights.

d) Identifying the problems that hinder the effectiveness of these agencies, such as

weak political commitment, lack of resources, or lack of legal will.

e) Providing practical recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of international
and national efforts in protecting human rights, and improving ways of cooperation

between them.

In general, we aim with the research to provide an integrated study that contributes to
strengthening efforts to protect human rights and improving their effectiveness in a way that

meets the aspirations of individuals and societies.
1.4. Research Methodology:

The method used in this research is a descriptive and analytical approach, as it aims to
describe the current reality of efforts to protect human rights by studying the role of
international organizations and national institutions. We study and analyze the challenges
facing these efforts, their causes and effects. The legal approach is also included within the
study approach, as the study of international laws and treaties related to human rights,
analysis of the extent of availability and compatibility of national legislation with international
standards, and evaluation of legal implementation and accountability mechanisms lends a

legal character to the research.
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1.5. Research plan:

The research was divided into two sections: The first topic is the role of international
organizations in protecting human rights, and the second section includes the role of national
institutions in protecting human rights, and a conclusion that includes findings and

recommendations.
2. The first topic: The role of international organizations in protecting human rights

International organizations are the primary actor in promoting and protecting human
rights at the global level, as they work through legal and institutional frameworks to ensure
respect for these rights and the implementation of international agreements. These
organizations - such as the United Nations and regional organizations - have contributed to
setting binding standards for states, and have established oversight and judicial mechanisms
to follow up on their implementation. However, these efforts face many challenges, such as
political interference and weak implementation mechanisms, which raises the question about

the extent of the effectiveness of these organizations in achieving the desired goals.

2.1. The first requirement: legal and institutional frameworks for protecting human

rights internationally

The legal and institutional frameworks for protecting human rights at the international
level constitute the basic foundation for ensuring respect for basic rights and freedoms. The
United Nations and regional organizations have contributed to developing a comprehensive
legal system through international charters and agreements, in addition to establishing
specialized institutions to monitor compliance with these standards. This requirement aims to
review the most prominent of these frameworks with a focus on the role of international

institutions in protecting human rights and promoting commitment to them.
2.1.1. First: The role of the United Nations in protecting human rights

The United Nations is the main international body responsible for promoting and
protecting human rights globally. It undertakes this task through its basic charters and multiple
mechanisms, the most important of which are:
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a) The Founding Charter of the United Nations (1945) stipulates the obligation of
member states to protect and promote human rights, and is the legal basis for the

organization's efforts in this field.

b) The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) constitutes the basic reference
for human rights. Although it is not a legally binding document, it establishes a group of

binding international agreements.

c) International treaties and agreements such as the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1966), the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights (1966), and the conventions against torture, racial discrimination and the rights of

the child.
d) Specialized institutions and bodies:

- The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) monitors human

rights situations and provides support to states in implementing their obligations.

- Treaty bodies such as the Human Rights Committee on the International Covenant

on Civil and Political Rights and the Committee against Torture.

- Peacekeeping missions contribute to protecting civilians and strengthening the rule

of law in conflict areas (Al-Zoghbi, 2023).
2.1.2. Second: The role of the Human Rights Council

The United Nations Human Rights Council was established in 2006 to replace the
previous Commission on Human Rights. Itis considered one of the most prominent oversight

mechanisms for protecting human rights. Its role is to:

a) The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism obliges all states to undergo a

periodic review of their human rights record, enhancing international accountability.

b) Appoint special rapporteurs and independent experts to monitor the human rights

situation in certain countries or on specific issues, such as torture or women's rights.
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c) Issuing reports and decisions addressing serious violations and recommending

corrective actions, although its decisions are not legally binding.

d) Interaction with civil society organizations, as it allows non-governmental
institutions to submit reports and interventions that contribute to enhancing

transparency and international monitoring (Islam, 2022).
2.1.3. Third: The role of regional organizations

Regional organizations play an important role in promoting and protecting human rights
within specific geographical scopes, as these organizations work to promote values and
principles related to human rights within the framework of the region to which they belong.
The mechanisms of action and influence differ between regional organizations, but they share
in seeking to protect the basic rights of individuals and peoples within member states. The

following are the most prominent regional organizations and their role in this field:
2.1.3.1. European Union:

The European Union is one of the most prominent regional organizations in protecting

human rights, and in doing so it relies on several legal and executive mechanisms:

a) European Convention on Human Rights: It is a legally binding document for all
member states of the European Union, and is considered the legal basis for protecting

individual and collective rights.

b) European Court of Human Rights (ECHR): This court monitors member states'
implementation of the decisions of the European Charter, and also considers cases brought

against member states by individuals or other states.

¢) Judicial and administrative mechanisms: These mechanisms are used to ensure
human rights compliance in various policies, including asylum and migration policy, and

minority rights issues (Al-Hilali, 2018).
2.1.3.2. African Union:

African organizations are also key players in promoting human rights on the continent:
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a) African Union (AU): The African Union focuses on promoting human rights
through member states’ commitment to conventions and declarations ratified by member

states, such as the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (1981).

b) African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights: It participates in holding states
accountable for human rights violations on the continent, and issues legal rulings that are

binding on states that have ratified its protocols.

c) African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights: It monitors member states'
commitment to human rights and issues recommendations to improve human rights

conditions in African countries (Ahmed, 2022)..
2.1.3.3. Organization of American States (OAS):

The Organization of American States is one of the main regional organizations in the

protection of human rights in the Americas:

a) American Declaration of Human Rights: It is a legal document that obligates

member states of the Organization of American States to protect fundamental rights.

b) US Court of Human Rights: It was established based on the American Declaration
of Human Rights, and has judicial authority to hear cases related to human rights in

member states,

c) Inter-American Commission on Human Rights: It is concerned with receiving
complaints related to human rights violations and submitting reports and observations

regarding the situation in member states.
2.1.3.4. Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

Although primarily an economic organization, ASEAN has begun to develop legal

frameworks for human rights in the region:

a) ASEAN Declaration of Human Rights: This sets human rights standards to which

member states adhere, focusing on guarantees of minority rights and women's rights.
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b) ASEAN Commission on Human Rights (AICHR): It monitors human rights
situations and makes recommendations on how to improve these rights within member

states (Belkacem, 2016).

We note from the above that regional organizations contribute significantly to the
promotion and protection of human rights within certain geographical scopes, and work to
provide a legal framework and monitoring mechanisms for the implementation of human
rights. However, there are many challenges that may hinder the effectiveness of these efforts,
which calls for strengthening cooperation between regional organizations and member states

to implement human rights standards more broadly and effectively.

2.2. The second requirement: The effectiveness of international organizations in

promoting human rights

Despite the strong legal and institutional frameworks provided by international
organizations for the protection of human rights, their effectiveness remains questionable in
light of the challenges they face on the ground. This requirement aims to study the extent of
the ability of international organizations to achieve their goals in protecting human rights by
analyzing the successes achieved by these organizations in various international contexts, as
well as the challenges and obstacles that limit their ability to implement their obligations
effectively. The focus will be on the role of the United Nations, the Human Rights Council, and
regional organizations in confronting violations and achieving justice, while evaluating the

mechanisms and resources available to them.
2.2.1. Successes achieved by international organizations in protecting human rights:

International organizations have achieved many successes in the field of promoting and
protecting human rights over the past decades, through developing legal and institutional
frameworks and implementing mechanisms to monitor human rights violations and providing
support to countries in the field of improving human rights conditions. The following are the

most prominent successes achieved by these organizations:
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2.2.1.1. Setting global legal standards:

a) Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948): This declaration was an
important starting point towards consolidating human rights at the global level, as it
established basic principles for individual rights such as the right to life, liberty, and equality
before the law. Although it is not legally binding, it has become an international reference

for developing national and international legislation.

b) The Two International Covenants (1966): The International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
were adopted, which established binding obligations for signatory states to promote and

protect human rights in various fields.
2.2.1.2. Strengthening international laws and judicial practices:

a) International courts: Such as the International Criminal Court (ICC), this
contributed to the prosecution of those responsible for gross human rights violations such
as war crimes and genocide, and ensured that individuals were held accountable for these

crimes in international courts.

b) European Court of Human Rights (ECHR): It played a major role in implementing
European standards for the protection of human rights by providing binding judicial rulings
for member states of the Council of Europe on violations affecting individual rights.(For

Sarah, (2024.
2.2.1.3. Supporting countries in implementing human rights:

a) Technical assistance and legal advice: International organizations such as the
High Commissioner for Human Rights have provided technical and training support to
countries seeking to improve human rights situations in areas such as justice, civil rights,

economics, and education.
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b) United Nations special programmers: Such as the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP), this contributes to supporting developing countries in achieving

sustainable development goals that include human rights.
2.2.1.4. Human rights monitoring and global reports:

a) Universal Periodic Review (UPR): This is regulated by the United Nations Human
Rights Council and forces countries to submit periodic reports on their human rights

conditions, ensuring a continuous review to improve these conditions.

b) Annual reports of international organizations: Such as reports by Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch, which highlight human rights violations and call
on the international community to intervene, these reports contribute to increasing public

awareness and generating political pressure on governments.
2.2.1.5. Creating early warning mechanisms and humanitarian interventions:

a) UN peacekeeping missions: It contributes to protecting human rights in conflict

areas by carrying out tasks to protect civilians and ensure the arrival of humanitarian aid.

b) Independent monitoring: Many organizations such as the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) have periodically reported and monitored humanitarian violations, in
addition to providing protection to refugees and people displaced by conflict or

persecution.
2.2.1.6. Promoting the rights of women and minorities:

a) Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW): It is a basic agreement established by the United Nations to promote
women's rights globally, and works to establish legal standards against discrimination

based on sex.
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b) International Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination: This is
concerned with combating racism and achieving justice for minorities, and is considered

a legal tool to combat racial discrimination at the global level.
2.2.1.7. The influence of regional organizations:

a) African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights: It contributed to addressing human
rights issues on the African continent by submitting rulings against countries that violate
human rights, and this court is considered an important tool for legal accountability on

the continent.

b) Organization of American States: It established the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, which worked to issue

binding decisions on member states on improving human rights conditions (Fariss, 2015).

The successes of international organizations are represented in their ability to set global
legal standards, support countries in improving human rights conditions, and monitor the
implementation of these rights through comprehensive mechanisms. However, there remain
existing challenges related to implementation mechanisms and weak commitment from some
countries, which calls for more efforts to enhance the effectiveness of these organizations in

achieving more effective and comprehensive protection of human rights worldwide.
3. The second topic: The role of national institutions in protecting human rights

In light of the challenges facing international organizations, the importance of the role
played by national institutions in protecting human rights at the local level is highlighted.
These institutions, which include governments, the judiciary, legislative bodies, and non-
governmental organizations, are considered the first line of defense in confronting violations
and promoting the rights of individuals. This study aims to review the role of national
institutions in promoting and protecting human rights by studying the legal and legislative
frameworks that contribute to strengthening these rights, as well as the role of government

agencies and courts in ensuring the implementation of these frameworks. We will also shed
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light on the challenges facing these institutions and how to enhance their cooperation with

international organizations to achieve Effective human rights protection in local contexts.

3.1. The first requirement: the legal and institutional framework for protecting

human rights nationally

National legal frameworks are considered the basis on which any legal system for
protecting human rights within countries depends. National laws and constitutions constitute
the main tool that guarantees individuals their basic rights and protects them from violations.
In this requirement, the focus will be on the legal frameworks established by countries to
protect human rights, including national constitutions, local legislation, and international
agreements that have been included in national laws. We will also review the role of national
institutions such as courts and independent bodies in implementing these legal frameworks
and achieving justice for individuals. We will also address the importance of developing these
frameworks to meet contemporary challenges in the field of human rights and ensuring the

rights of individuals in light of social and political developments.

3.1.1. First: The role of national constitutions and legislation in protecting human

rights

National constitutions and legislation play a pivotal role in ensuring the protection of
human rights within states, as they are the legal foundations that govern the relationship
between the state and individuals and define the rights of individuals and the state’s duties
towards them. The following are the most prominent roles that national constitutions and

|egis|ation play in protecting human rights:

a. Defining basic rights and freedoms: National constitutions often include clear
texts that define the basic rights and freedoms of individuals, such as the right to life,
liberty, equality, and freedom from torture, freedom of expression, education, work, and
health. These rights are considered legal guarantees that impose on the state the

obligation to protect and implement them effectively.
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b. Directing the state towards adherence to international standards: Many
constitutions include provisions obligating the state to abide by international treaties and
agreements related to human rights thatit has ratified. These agreements are incorporated
into national legislation, making them part of the national legal system. Some
constitutions include a clause stating that international treaties related to human rights
are part of domestic law.(HENKIN, 1995).

c. Providing legal mechanisms for accountability and protecting rights: The
Constitution specifies the bodies and councils concerned with the protection of human
rights, such as courts, independent bodies, and commissioners who can take legal action
against any violation of rights. It also specifies grievance mechanisms that allow
individuals to file complaints against the violation of their rights, which enhances the
guarantees of human rights protection within the state.

d. The role of national legislation in actual implementation: National legislation
regulates the rights and a freedom stipulated in the Constitution and determines how to
apply them on the ground. Examples of labor laws, women’s rights laws, and anti-
discrimination laws are considered legislation that contributes to achieving justice and
protecting human rights. Through this legislation, effective implementation mechanisms
are established to monitor violations and punish their perpetrators.

e. Strengthening the independence of the judiciary and protecting individual
rights: National constitution's guarantee the independence of the judiciary, which is an
essential tool for protecting human rights. An independent judiciary is capable of
balancing powers in the state and making decisions characterized by integrity and justice
in human rights issues, such as issues related to personal freedom or public liberties. The
presence of constitutional courts or human rights courts in many countries contributes to
protecting individuals against government decisions that may be in conflict with their
rights.

f. Ensuring the participation of civil society in protecting human rights:

National legislation also plays a role in facilitating the participation of civil society in
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defending human rights. Some constitutions guarantee individuals the right to establish
non-governmental organizations working in the field of human rights, thus encouraging
human rights work at the local and international levels. These legislations also allow
providing legal support to victims and demanding compensation.

g. Protecting rights in emergencies and crises: Although many countries resort to
imposing states of emergency in times of crisis, national constitutions ensure that even in
these cases some basic rights must remain protected, such as the right to a fair trial and
the prohibition of torture. Constitutions place some restrictions on human rights in
emergency situations but ensure that these restrictions are not comprehensive or
permanent.(Parson, 1966).

h. Influencing public policies: National constitutions directly affect the state’s
general policies in areas such as education, health, work, and housing, which contribute
to achieving social justice and protecting human rights. For example, laws to combat
poverty and protect the environment are part of policies that contribute to improving
human rights conditions.

i. Interaction with social and cultural transformations: National constitutions
and legislation are a flexible mechanism that can be amended to keep pace with social
and cultural transformations. These amendments include improving the rights of women,
children, minorities, and immigrants, in line with the requirements of the times and global

human rights developments.
3.1.2. Secondly: The role of the judiciary in promoting basic rights and freedoms

The judiciary is one of the most prominent tools that contribute to promoting and

protecting public rights and freedoms in any legal system. The judiciary plays a pivotal role in

ensuring the implementation of constitutional and legislative laws related to human rights,

and is considered the safe guardian of those rights against any abuses or violations. The

following are the most prominent roles that the judiciary plays in promoting public rights and

freedoms:
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a. Ensuring respect for rights and freedoms: The judiciary works to ensure that the
rights of individuals are not violated by the executive or legislative authorities or individuals
by examining the cases brought before it. The judge applies the constitution and national
legislation to ensure that human rights are not violated, whether they are civil, political,
economic or social rights. The judiciary forms the first line of defense against any attempts

to restrict or infringe on these rights.

b. Protecting basic rights from arbitrary decisions: The judiciary gives individuals the
ability to appeal administrative or political decisions that are illegal or conflict with basic
rights. When the state makes decisions that violate the rights of individuals, such as
imposing restrictions on freedom of expression or freedom of assembly, citizens resort to
the judiciary to obtain legal protection. Courts can also cancel or amend arbitrary decisions

that endanger human rights.

c. Judicial independence as a guarantee of individuals’ rights: The independence of
the judiciary is one of the basic pillars of ensuring the achievement of justice and the
protection of public rights and freedoms. The independent judiciary is not subject to
political or economic pressure, enhances the integrity of governance, and protects
individuals from any attempts at manipulation or pressure by the executive or legislative
authority, through the independence of the judiciary, and rulings are guaranteed to be taken

objectively based on evidence and the law only.

d.Judicial oversight of the constitutionality of laws: Courts play an important role in
examining the constitutionality of laws and administrative decisions. The judiciary in many
countries has the authority to monitor laws and administrative regulations to ensure that
they are consistent with the provisions of the Constitution, including principles related to
human rights. In the event that there are laws or legislative or administrative decisions that
conflict with the Constitution, the judiciary must declare them unconstitutional and thus

cancel them (Kenneth, 1999).
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e. Activating grievance mechanisms: The judiciary is the primary tool that allows
individuals to obtain compensation in the event that they are subjected to a violation of their
rights. When individuals are exposed to violations such as discrimination, torture, or
deprivation of civil rights, they can resort to the courts to file complaints and legal claims.
The judiciary may impose penalties on those responsible for these violations, and the state

or individuals are required to pay compensation to those affected.

f. Promoting equality before the law: The judiciary contributes to strengthening the
principle of equality before the law, as everyone, whether ordinary citizens or officials, is
treated equally before the courts, which enhances individuals’ sense of justice and limits any
discrimination that occurs against them in the judicial system. The judiciary, through its
decisions, ensures fair treatment of individuals in various cases, whether related to political

rights or economic and social rights.

g. Protecting rights in times of crisis: The judiciary can even in periods of emergency
or crises such as wars or natural disasters act as a guarantee to protect the rights of
individuals, determine whether government actions such as imposing restrictions on public
freedoms are justified in accordance with international law and constitutional rights, and

ensure that the authorities do not exceed the permissible legal scope.

h.Supporting the rights of minorities and vulnerable groups: The judiciary has a
crucial role in supporting and protecting the rights of minorities and vulnerable groups such
as women, children, individuals with disabilities, and ethnic and religious minorities by
interpreting laws in line with universal principles of human rights, and the judiciary

enhances the protection of these groups that are exposed to discrimination or exploitation.

i. The preventive role of the judiciary in spreading the culture of human rights: The
judiciary contributes - through its jurisprudence and rulings - to spreading the culture of
human rights and educating citizens about their legal rights. When the courts issue rulings

that protect public rights and freedoms, these rulings contribute to educating society about

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
JiL Journal of Human Rights - Eleventh Year - Issue 50: May 2025



bl A 2025 sale 150 sl - e @aloul pla - Sl B r Ao

A\ / ¢

the rights guaranteed to it, which enhances respect for these rights at the level of individuals

and institutions.

j- Oversight of new legislation: The judiciary has a supervisory role over new
legislation through legal appeals filed before the courts. These appeals include new
legislation that conflicts with human rights principles. In the event that new laws are issued
that restrict rights or affect public freedoms, the judiciary can intervene to assess the extent
to which these legislations are compatible with constitutional rights and protect them

(Nicklew, 1993).
3.1.3. Third: The role of independent national bodies in human rights

Independent national bodies - such as human rights committees - are among the basic
mechanisms that contribute to the protection and promotion of human rights at the national
level. These bodies enjoy independence from the executive and legislative authority, which
enables them to provide objective and effective monitoring of human rights in the country.
The following are some of the main roles that these bodies play in promoting and protecting

human rights:

a. Monitoring the implementation of human rights: Independent national bodies
monitor the implementation of laws and legislation related to human rights on the ground.
These bodies follow up on whether the state adheres to implementing the international
human rights standards it has ratified. They also monitor the human rights situation in the
country periodically. Through this monitoring, the bodies can show any negligence on the

part of the government in protecting the basic rights of citizens.

b. Submit reports and recommendations: One of the most prominent roles of
independent national bodies is to submit annual or periodic reports that are presented to
the government and parliament, containing a comprehensive assessment of the human
rights situation in the country. These reports include recommendations on improving the
human rights situation, whether by amending laws or activating rights protection

mechanisms more effectively. These bodies direct clear criticism of the government f there
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is a decline in human rights, which contributes to putting pressure on the government to

improve the situation.

c. Human rights awareness and education: Independent bodies contribute to
spreading the culture of human rights within society through awareness and education
programs, which enhance public awareness of human rights and include organizing
workshops, seminars, and awareness campaigns targeting different segments of society.
Through these activities, individuals are able to understand their legal rights and how to

defend them in the event that they are violated.

d. Monitoring and dealing with violations: Independent bodies monitor human
rights violations, such as torture, arbitrary detention, discrimination, or threats against
journalists and human rights activists. These bodies document violations and cases of
complaints submitted by individuals, work to provide legal support to victims, and issue
public reports exposing these violations, which increases pressure on the state to bring

those responsible to justice.

e. Interaction with international institutions: Independent national bodies play a
role in communication and cooperation with international organizations such as the
United Nations and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and interact with other
international mechanisms such as the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council.
Through these interactions, these bodies can obtain external supportin promoting human
rights at the local level, and they also contribute to representing local human rights issues

in international organizations.

f.Providing legal advice: Independent national bodies also provide legal advice to the
government on how to improve national legislation related to human rights. Through their
expertise in this field, these bodies can guide national authorities towards strengthening
national laws in line with international human rights standards. This role is considered
essential in improving and developing the legal system to ensure the protection of

individuals’ rights.(Abdul Hamid, 2022).
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g. Victim support and witness protection: Independent bodies play a pivotal role in
protecting victims and witnesses who are threatened by filing complaints or reporting
violations. These bodies provide support and legal assistance to victims, and work to
secure safe conditions for them to be able to provide their testimonies without fear of

reprisal. These bodies can also provide psychological assistance to victims in some cases.

h. Influencing public policy making: Independent national bodies - through their
reports and recommendations - have an influence on the public policy-making process. If
these bodies represent the voice of civil society and reflect the interests of citizens in
human rights issues, then their recommendations may push governments to change

policies or amend laws in line with international human rights standards.

i. Providing legal support to non-governmental organizations: Independent bodies
also play arole in supporting non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working in the field
of human rights. Through cooperation with these organizations, the bodies contribute to
expanding the impact of human rights work and enhancing the capacity to combat human
rights violations at the local level. These bodies also provide a platform for NGOs to

present important human rights issues.

j- Oversight of security institutions: Independent bodies - such as human rights
committees - are among the institutions that can monitor the work of security and military
agencies. By monitoring the practices of these agencies, the bodies contribute to reducing
the risks associated with violations such as torture, arbitrary detention, and cruel

treatment, which enhances the protection of public rights and freedoms (Hilal, 2022).

3.2. The second requirement: Obstacles and future prospects for protecting human

rights nationally

Protecting human rights at the national level is one of the mostimportant responsibilities

of governments and civil societies alike. Despite the great efforts made by countries to

promote human rights and develop mechanisms to protect them, the road is still full. With

obstacles Which prevents the achievement of effective and comprehensive protection for all
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individuals, and these range Obstacles Between legal, political and economic issues, which
requires continuous research and sustainable development of national systems that guarantee
respect for and protection of rights. In this requirement, the most prominent aspects will be
addressed. Obstacles Which confronts the protection of human rights at the national level, in
addition to future prospects that may contribute to improving this protection and enhancing

the role of national institutions in guaranteeing the rights of individuals.
3.2.1. First: Obstacles facing national institutions in protecting human rights:

National institutions concerned with the protection of human rights face many obstacles
that affect their ability to achieve their goals in promoting and protecting rights. These
obstacles vary between legal, political, social and economic challenges, and they affect the
effectiveness of these institutions in performing their tasks. The following are the most

important obstacles facing these institutions:

a) Some national institutions - such as human rights committees - lack sufficient
human and financial resources to carry out their tasks effectively. These institutions may
suffer from a lack of adequately trained personnel, which affects their ability to monitor
and evaluate the human rights situation periodically and effectively. The lack of resources
allocated to them may also limit their ability to publish awareness campaigns, conduct
research, or follow up on the implementation of local and international

recommendations.

b) Many national institutions for the protection of human rights are exposed to
political interference by the government or executive authorities. These interventions
affect the independence of the institutions and weaken their ability to make impartial
decisions. The reports of these institutions are subject to reduction or change to suit the

interests of governments or ruling political parties.

c) Although some countries are committed to signing international human rights
conventions, local laws are sometimes not fully compatible with these conventions, and

there may be legislative gaps that hinder the full implementation of human rights, which
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hinders the ability of national institutions to carry out the tasks entrusted to them in

protecting the rights of individuals.

d) The media and journalists in some countries face restrictions on freedom of
expression, which hinders the work of national institutions in monitoring and
documenting violations. When the press is subject to censorship or restrictions, it
becomes difficult to convey information about violations accurately and realistically,

which limits the institutions” ability to perform their oversight role.

e) Society suffers from a lack of awareness about human rights and ways to claim
them. Consequently, there is resistance or neglect of human rights practices by individuals
themselves, which weakens cooperation with national institutions in the event of
violations. Improving this situation requires efforts in awareness and education about

human rights at all levels.

f)  Economic and social conditions are considered among the most prominent factors
that affect the ability of national institutions to protect human rights. In some countries,
the economic crisis and poverty hinder the provision of basic services to individuals, such
as education and health care, which affects the enjoyment of economic and social rights,
leads to the strengthening of social gaps and negatively affects the implementation of

human rights in these areas.

g) National institutions in countries experiencing armed conflicts or security tensions
face great difficulty in protecting human rights, as the turbulent security environment
leads to increased violations by parties to the conflict, and it is difficult for institutions to

follow up on these violations in such circumstances.(Hussein, 2022).

h) Not all citizens are treated equally in some countries, as there is discrimination in
the application of human rights on the basis of race, religion, gender or social status. This
discrimination hinders the ability of national institutions to provide effective protection
to all individuals without exception, which constitutes an obstacle to achieving social

justice.
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i) Some countries have laws that restrict civil liberties that are essential to protecting
human rights, such as anti-terrorism laws or laws that limit freedom of assembly and
protest. These laws limit the ability of individuals to demand their rights or pressure

authorities to improve human rights conditions.

3.2.2. Second: Ways to enhance cooperation between national institutions and

international organizations to improve the protection of human rights

Cooperation between national institutions concerned with the protection of human
rights and international organizations is one of the main factors in improving the situation of
human rights at the global and local levels. This cooperation can contribute to exchanging
experiences and knowledge, providing technical and technical support, and strengthening
mechanisms for monitoring and documenting violations. There are several ways to develop
and strengthen cooperation between national institutions and international organizations in
a way that contributes to enhancing the protection of human rights. The most important of

these ways are as follows:

a) The exchange of information and data between national institutions and
international organizations is considered an effective means of improving understanding
of the human rights situation in different countries through sharing data related to the
human rights situation. National institutions can benefit from the reports of international
organizations and participate in preparing joint reports that help shed light on violations

and analyze them more accurately and objectively.

b) National institutions need technical and training support from international
organizations to enhance their capabilities in the field of human rights protection. These
trainings include areas such as building the capabilities of national institutions’employees
in analyzing human rights, monitoring violations, providing legal advice, and preparing
human rights reports. Technical support helps improve the effectiveness of national

institutions in applying international human rights standards.
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c) International organizations specialized in human rights provide legal advice to
national institutions to enhance the application of international laws at the local level, and
contribute to international organizations in formulating or amending national legislation
in accordance with international standards, as well as directing national institutions on
how to enhance the protection of human rights in accordance with international

agreements and treaties (Salahuddin, 2023).

d) Cooperation between national institutions and international organizations helps
improve mechanisms for independent monitoring of violations. When these institutions
work together, they can develop effective mechanisms for monitoring violations, whether
related to civil and political rights or economic and social rights. Cooperation also
contributes to creating accurate and reliable reports that can be used in international

forums to evaluate the human rights situation in the country in question.

e) National institutions and international organizations should work together to
integrate human rights principles into national policies at various levels. International
organizations can provide technical assistance to support governments in integrating
human rights into their public policies, while emphasizing adherence to international

human rights standards in the economic, social and environmental fields.

f) Through cooperation with international organizations, national institutions can
organize awareness campaigns about human rights at the local level. These campaigns
help spread awareness among citizens about their rights and ways to claim them, which
enhances the ability of individuals to exercise their rights freely and without fear of being

exposed to discrimination or retaliation.

g) International organizations can put pressure on governments to improve the
human rights situation in certain countries through mechanisms such as issuing periodic
reports, investigating violations, or taking legal measures against countries that do not
adhere to international agreements, and through cooperation with national institutions,

the organizations can provide support to governments in improving human rights
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situations, whether through assistance in amending legislation or improving

implementation mechanisms.

h) Civil society represents an essential part of cooperation between national
institutions and international organizations. By supporting non-governmental
organizations and local activists, a climate of dialogue and community participation in
human rights issues can be enhanced. International organizations can play a role in
supporting this group by training them, funding them, and enhancing their ability to

pursue human rights issues independently.

i) When international organizations make recommendations related to the human
rights situationina particular country, itis necessary for national institutions to cooperate
with these organizations to follow up on the implementation of these recommendations.
This includes developing joint action plans to ensure the full implementation of these
recommendations, and to ensure that the government is committed to implementing the

required amendments in policies or legislation (Salahuddin, 2023).
4. Conclusion:

At the conclusion of this research, we arrive at a set of results and recommendations that

were reached after an in-depth study of the efforts of international organizations and national

institutions in protecting human rights. By reviewing the roles played by these bodies at

various levels, it was clear that there has been remarkable progress in promoting and

protecting human rights, but there are also many Obstacles which still hinder the achievement

of effective and comprehensive protection, we have reached a set of findings and

recommendations:

4.1. Results:

a) International organizations such as the United Nations, and regional organizations
such as the European Union and the Organization of African Unity, have proven an
important role in spreading awareness of human rights issues and enhancing the

protection of individual rights by establishing international legal frameworks. They have
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also contributed to monitoring violations and providing technical support and legal

advice to member states.

b) Despite the efforts made by national institutions in many countries, these
institutions face great challenges in light of weak human and financial resources, in
addition to political restrictions that may affect their independence in performing their

work.

c) Gaps have been revealed between national legislation and international human
rights standards in some countries, which hinders the full implementation of rights. These
gaps require reconsideration of domestic legislation to ensure its compatibility with

international agreements.

d) Armed conflicts and political unrestin many countries have reduced the capacity of
national institutions to protect human rights, further complicating the situation and

affecting governments' response to violations.

e) The study showed that poverty and social inequality contribute to deepening
violations of economic and social rights, which hinders the full enjoyment of individuals’

basic rights.
4.2. Recommendations:

a) Strengthening the independence of national institutions concerned with human
rights by developing legislation that ensures that the executive authority does not
interfere in their work, and increasing financial and human support for these institutions

so that they can perform their tasks effectively.

b) States must review and amend their national legislation in accordance with
international human rights treaties and conventions, in addition to activating
mechanisms to monitor the implementation of these standards at the state level to ensure

respect for and protection of individual rights.
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c) Strengthening cooperation between international organizations and civil society to
increase influence on national policies and achieve tangible results in the field of human
rights. Civil society can contribute to educating citizens about their rights and influencing

public policies.

d) Increase technical and training support to national institutions to develop their
capabilitiesin areas such as monitoring, reporting, and analysis of violations. International

organizations can play an important role in providing these training opportunities.

e) Improving cooperation between states and international organizations to combat
violations in the areas of monitoring and investigating human rights violations. Legal
mechanisms must also be established to impose accountability on states that do not

adhere to international human rights standards.

f) Develop comprehensive strategies to reduce poverty and achieve social justice.
These strategies should include improving individuals” access to education, health care,

and economic opportunities.

g) Strengthen human rights oversight in contexts of armed conflict and provide
mechanisms to protect civilians during conflicts, in addition to accelerating the provision

of support to victims.

h) Utilizing technology to promote human rights by developing digital platforms to
monitor violations, facilitate access to information about human rights and provide

support to victims.

The protection of human rights is a priority for both the international and local

community, and this requires joint efforts between national institutions and international

organizations. Despite Obstacles However, enhancing cooperation between them can

contribute to improving the actual protection of human rights, and by following the

aforementioned recommendations, tangible progress can be achieved in the field of human

rights and ensuring a better future for individuals around the world.
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ABSTRACT:

Personal rights are among the most important human rights because of their strong
connection to the individual and their dependence on the subject of the ties between the
individual and the state. Any attack or threat to these rights constitutes a violation of them in
the first place. These rights vary depending on the aspects of a person'’s life, and vary by virtue
of his position in society. They are affected by the renewal of his ongoing needs and
requirements, and are most clearly manifested in the right to respect for private life or the right

to privacy.

The right to privacy also affects the person of the accused, because in the end he is justa
person who is suspected of committing a crime or not, and is subject to investigations and
inquiries to uncover that matter, and if it is proven that he committed the crime, he will serve
his sentence in a specific place, but this does not deprive him of his rights, as criminal policy
developed and focused on the rights of the “prisoner” based on the fact that society can only
be protected by caring for its first cell, which is the human being, and the prisoner cannot be
reformed except in cooperation with the penal administration and ensuring his privacy,

especially in Facing media coverage.

The research raises a basic problem: To what extent does criminal legislation guarantee
adequate protection for the privacy of the accused in light of the legal controls for media

coverage, without compromising the public’s right to know?

The importance of the research is highlighted in that it addresses a sensitive issue related
to the balance between the principle of publicity in judicial procedures and the accused’s right
to privacy, which contributes to the development of criminal and media legislation to keep
pace with current challenges. It also helps in enhancing respect for human rights and ensuring

the fairness of the trial away from negative media influence.

The research aims to define the concept of the privacy of the accused and its legal basis

in national and international legislation, analyze the role of the media in influencing the course

JiL Journal of Human Rights - Eleventh Year - Issue 50: May 2025



P77/ 1 \\N
bl A 2025 sale 150 sl - e @aloul pla - Sl B r Ao

A\\| /¢

of criminal justice and the extent of its commitment to legal controls, and present proposals to

strengthen legal controls to protect the accused without prejudice to freedom of the media.

The research relies on the descriptive and analytical approach by studying relevant laws
and legislation. The inductive approach is also employed to extract appropriate solutions and

recommendation.

Keywords: privacy of the accused; criminal protection; Media coverage; criminal justice;

human rights; Comparative legislation.

INTRODUCTION:

Privacy is considered one of the most important human rights that has developed in
recent decades, and the scope of interest in it has expanded, and voices have increased - not
only to codify it and give it constitutional legitimacy - to request legal and legitimate means to
ensure its application, given the importance that privacy has at the international level, given
that its sources are of an international nature, and also with regard to domestic law, it is a
constitutional right, as man by nature refuses anyone to interfere in his private affairs, and each
of us has his own life and others must respect this privacy, which is expressed by “human
private life,” which also includes the right to confidentiality of correspondence. Conversations
and statements, freedom of belief and thought, and emotional, family, spiritual, and financial
issues...etc.) as one of the necessary social aspects of every human being, and an integral part
of human existence that must be protected with all force from arbitrariness and assault,

whoever the aggressor is, regardless of the victim, or the means used in the assault.

Here we are talking about a specific category of individuals who are in dire need of
protecting their privacy, because of the situation they are going through, and they are the
“accused,” especially since this situation is the focus of journalism and media, which requires

achieving a balance between “the privacy of the accused” and “freedom of media action.”

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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1.2. Search problem:

Despite the position of the “right to privacy” in developing and supporting human
personality and the importance it enjoys within the legal system, many of its elements remain

ambiguous and lack precision. Therefore, our study raises a set of questions:

a) What are the difficulties that hinder the concept of the right to privacy? Especially

with regard to the case of the accused and the justifications for protecting this right?

b) Has the accused been stripped of his human rights as a suspected offender subject
to investigation or pre-trial detention, or is he subject to the criminal law protection of his

human rights regardless of his status?

c)Can these rights be restricted if they conflict with the publicinterestin terms of media

coverage?

d) How do we criminally deal with these rights in light of the technological media

development that exposes privacy to violation?
e) Are there exceptions to the right to privacy vis-a-vis the media?
1.3. Importance of the study:

The importance of this study is evident in the place that “privacy” occupies in human life,
and the relationship that it has with personal rights and moral freedoms that constitute a
necessary legal requirement for its recognition and protection, in addition to the “dual nature”
that it enjoys by combining it with the material and moral aspects of the human personality,

and the characteristics that distinguish it from other rights.

The rights of the accused are of great importance in the field of modern criminal legal
studies, but this may conflict with another social value, which is “media freedom,” in terms of
explaining the crime and revealing it to the community to achieve the social value represented

in the right of citizens to know the details of the crime and community news.
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1.4. Objective of the study:
Our study aims to:
a) Explaining how to provide criminal protection for the privacy of the accused.

b) Clarifying the extent to which this right is compatible or inconsistent with public

order.

c) Clarifying the procedures that constitute a violation of the accused’s right to privacy
through the forms and nature of that protection and proving their adequacy in the face of

“media coverage.”
1.5. Study methodology:

The study is based on the “comparative approach” in order to compare the topic at
hand between various positive legislations and international agreements and highlight the
differences between them, and evaluate the positive guarantees that guarantee respect for the
accused’s rightto privacy in the face of media coverage, and the descriptive analytical approach
through studying the relevant laws and legislation. The inductive approach is also employed

to extract appropriate solutions and recommendations.
Study plan:

The study was divided into an introduction that includes the problem, importance,
objectives, approach followed, and three demands: the first requirement is the concept of the
right to privacy, the second requirement is guarantees of the privacy of the accused in the face
of media coverage, the third requirement: restrictions on the privacy of the accused in the face
of media coverage, then a conclusion thatincludes the results, recommendations, and a list of

references that were used in writing the research.
2. The first requirement: the concept of the right to privacy

The opinions and trends of legal scholars and commentators conflicted regarding the
“idea of the right” and determining its content in order to find a comprehensive definition,

which led to several theories, most of which were not immune from criticism. Therefore, it is
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difficult in terminology to establish an accurate definition of the right to privacy, which is
evident in much legislation, despite the recognition of this right. Most legal studies dealt with
this topic under the title “the right to private life, or the right to privacy,” which is the first and
traditional term to which the right s linked, as it was linked to the fact that a person’s home is
considered an impregnable fortress. Who protects his private life from violation, which made
the term “private life” linked in people’s minds to the life that individuals practice in private

places (Wahab, 2011).

Legal protection of the right to privacy was initially based on restricting encroachment
on physical space and protecting homes and personal property, which confirms that the term
“right to privacy” is more related to “place” than to “person,” which is the meaning that French
law adopted it based on the criterion of place (Revue, 2003), as if the accused had spent a

period of time in pretrial detention such as a closed place.

With the technological progress and scientific development of communications, media,
and the emergence of information technology, it brought with it concerns related to
monitoring what is Known and hidden in people’s lives (Raymond Wax, 2013), and therefore
private life is no longer limited to the right to the three well-known sanctities (the sanctity of
the home, the sanctity of the body, and the confidentiality of correspondence), and no longer
The concept of the right to private life is the traditional definition of a person's right to Left
alone without interference, it has become: “a set of rights that contribute to defining a person’s
uniqueness and distinguishing him from others and giving him the ability to determine his
orientations, inclinations and preferences, and to choose them without bias, and thus it has
become synonymous with personal self-government.” This right has also become achieved

through the integration of all human rights. (Abu Al-Hassan, 2012).

Accordingly, many legal scholars and many international organizations have tried to

define the idea of “private life”:

a) The American Law Institute defined it as: “Any person who seriously and

unlawfully violates the right of another person.”
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b) The Conference of Northern Jurists, which was held in 1967-1999, defined it as:
“the human right to live his life freely as he wishes, with the least external interference”

(Fazl, 2017).

) The English judge John Locke believes that: “Although the earth and the creatures
on it are common property among human beings, every human being has a special
property over his body, and no one can share with him or usurp this property from him”

(Hamza, 2011).

According to the above definitions, a person has the right to defend against any

attack on his private life, in particular against interference in family life, damage to the

individual's physical and mental being and conversations, attacks on his honor and reputation

under the deceptive spotlight of the media and surveillance, and misuse of his written

communications, Morality, the use of information taken or provided in a state of professional

trust (Bahr, 2011).

There is a positive definition of the “right to privacy” and a negative definition:

a) Positive definition: Some Egyptian jurisprudence tended to define “privacy on the
basis of "The idea of isolation,” where privacy is defined as: “a person’s right to determine
how to live as he or she wishes and with minimal interference from Others in his life in the
private sphere of "His life" (Ramadan, 2007) Jurist John Stock believed that private life does
not only mean the right to stay away from the interference of others, but it extends to more
than that, as it means: “that a person lives as he wants and enjoys practicing some private
activities, even if his behavior is in the sight of people. The person is free to wear what he
deems appropriate and free to appear in a way that distinguishes his personality” (Al-

Faqih, 2017).

b) Negative definition of the right to privacy: We find that the supporters of this trend
define private life based on their definition of public life. Everything that is not “public” is
considered, by their definition, “private life.” However, this should not be understood to

mean that they directed most of their attention to defining public life. The supporters of this
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trend, like other researchers in the field of privacy, consider “private life” the mostimportant

aspect of an individual’s life (Pinatel, 1975).

The French jurist "Badinter” headed the definition of the “right to privacy” through the
concept of the state of public or public life, which is called the negative definition, which is:
“Everything that is not related to public life, or everything that is not considered public life”

(Grebonval, 2002).

Old laws defined the right to privacy, butin a narrow sense and scope, and were limited

to some categories of people, but not to others.

Since human rights are "relative”, they change according to the changing conditions of
time and place, customs and traditions, and all the influences surrounding society and man.
Therefore, they began to grow and develop gradually with the growth and development of
human awareness, discrimination, and organization in society. They were gradually embodied
in a clear way with societal changes, and new dimensions appeared for them, representing the
human need for self-realization, the development of his dignity, the independence of his
personality, and the sense of his individual personality, and finally, Respecting his private life

(Al-Zoghbi, 2006).

Based on the above, it becomes clear to us that despite the importance of the right to
privacy - as we have explained - it entails problems that are difficult to define, because this right
in itself is something thatis difficult to control precisely because of its reliance on a relative idea
that changes with time and place, people’s customs, traditions, and morals, and develops with
the development of life, and the factors of the cultural, social, political, and economic

environment.

It is known that the accused is a human being, so he is not infallible like all human beings.
On this basis, modern criminal systems have been keen to give a human character when
implementing the punishment, so the accused must be treated with the necessary respect to
preserve his dignity and humanity. The United Nations General Assembly realized this when

itissued the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (December 10, 1948), in the preamble of

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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the declaration by emphasizing that in order to guarantee human rights it is necessary to

recognize the human being as a “human being,” before anything else (Al-Shahawy, 2005).

If the “free human being” needs protection from the brutality of the authorities and their
dangerous attacks that reach the level of torture and all forms of violence against his humanity,
then the “accused” deserves protection from these practices, because he is a weak party who
is detained pending investigation procedures, and he is defenseless within the walls of the
prison facing the authorities of the public administration, and by virtue of restricting his
freedom he is exposed to exposure of his private life, and the court ruled some French judicial
rulings in this regard, where the “Commercial Court of Seine” ruled that: “Because every
person has the right to enjoy and use his image by virtue of his absolute right to ownership of
it, no other person has the right to dispose of it without his consent.” The American and
Canadian courts also took this direction, so the United Nations Model Rules for the Treatment
of Prisoners and Defendants stipulate his right to the inviolability of his private life, and this
appears with regard to his search, and the inviolability of his correspondence and data (Merle

& Vitu, 2006).

Article 57 of the Egyptian Constitution of 2014, amended in 2019, also stipulates: “Private
life is safeguarded and protected and may not be violated. Postal and electronic
correspondence, telephone conversations and other means of communication are protected
and their confidentiality is guaranteed. They may not be confiscated, viewed or monitored
except by a reasoned judicial order, for a specific period, and in cases determined by the law.”
Article 53 also stipulates: “Citizens are equal before the law, they are equal in rights, freedoms
and public duties, and there must be no discrimination between them on the basis of religion,
belief, origin, race, color, language, disability, social status, political or geographical affiliation,

or for any other reason” (My Mind, 2011-2012).

Based on the aforementioned articles, the “accused” - as a human being - enjoys some
rights that constitute and represent his right to privacy, such as his right to the privacy of his
image, as well as his right to privacy in his conversation with his visitors and colleagues,

whether through interviews or telephone conversations, and his right to personal

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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correspondence with his family, lawyer, and friends, and the protection of his data from
publication and publicity, in light of the danger of technological media development to the

right to privacy (Bashir, 2014)
The Second requirement: The accused’s right to privacy when facing the media
3.1. Protecting the accused’s image from media publication:

Protecting the accused’s right to privacy means protecting him from being suddenly
photographed and recorded without his consent, and perhaps this protection aims to protect
the content of the right to privacy from being violated, as taking pictures is one of the most
prominent cases of visual infringement on the right to privacy, and electronic photography
using modern technological means (cell phones) is one of the most serious threats to private
life, as prisoners and the places in which they reside during the period of execution of the
sentence can be monitored in a secret manner, whatever the purpose, and detailed information
about the accused, a particular place, visitors to the prisoners, or any other relevant people can
be monitored. This type of surveillance (which is carried out secretly and secretly) can be
exploited to achieve the interest of the right to press publication, which harms the accused
(Hassan, 2001). Therefore, Article No. 309 bis of the Egyptian Penal Code stipulates: “Anyone
who assaults a citizen's privacy by committing one of the following acts in circumstances other
than those permitted by law or without the consent of the victim shall be punished with
imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year, as follows: Eavesdropping, recording, or
transmitting through any device conversations that take place in a private place or by phone,

or taking or transmitting a picture of a person in a private place, with any device of any kind.

An “employee” who commits one of the acts stipulated in this article based on the
authority of his position shall be punished with imprisonment, as is the case for an employee
in police departments and prosecutors who facilitate the process of photographing the accused
by a journalist or media person. In all cases, a ruling shall be issued to confiscate the devices
and other objects used in the crime, and a ruling shall be issued to erase or destroy the

recordings obtained from them (Bu Salib, 2016).
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In French law, we find that Paragraph No. 2 of Article 226-1 of the new French Penal Code
concerns violating the sanctity of private life by taking, recording, or transmitting a picture of a
person in a private place (such as the place of investigation or execution of a prison sentence)

without his consent (Hosni, 1989).

The French legislator did not stipulate that the crime of obtaining a photo (by taking,
recording, or transmitting it) must be committed by a journalist using a specific means (a device
or any other technical means) to commit the acts that constitute the material element, Rather,
it specified the type of means by which these acts are committed and did not limit them to
modern devices or traditional means. Thus, the legislator expanded in the new law the scope
of criminal protection of the right to privacy to include acts of assault on the image committed
by traditional and modern means. Therefore, Article No. 652 (c) of the Second Law criminalizes
harmful acts. (Published in 1977) published a photo without its owner’s permission (Hegazy,

2009).

The subject of the photograph being taken, recorded or transmitted must be a “person”.
This is regardless of its condition or the situation in which the photo was taken by the person
who took the photo. It does not matter whether this person is alive or dead, because this

protection extends even after the person's death (Hassan, 2001).

The acts of taking, recording, or transmitting an image ofa person occurin a private place.
The French legislator stipulated that the photo be considered an element of the crime of
violating privacy. and that A journalist commits the act of taking or transmitting a photograph
of a person in a private place. By applying this to the crime under study, it becomes clear that
the accused is, of course, in a private place, which is “the police station, the public prosecutor’s

office, the court or the prison” (Farid, 1986).

It should be noted that the accused’s right to privacy in his image lies in his right not to
publish it to the public, but it does not apply to the administrative procedures carried out by
penal institutions, which consist of photographing the accused in several personal photos from

various aspects. And the corners of the face to create a personal file that includes his picture
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and data, as each penal administration must maintain a register with numbered pages in which
the prisoner’s data is recorded, including details of his identity, reasons for his imprisonment,
and the day of his imprisonment. The time of his entry into prison and the date of his release
as a type of administrative procedure In prison To distinguish prisoners, however, it may not
be published publicly for any purpose other than its intended purpose, and it was decided in
accordance with Article No. 652 (e) of the Second Harmful Acts Law issued in 1977: “An
imprisoned person whose photograph and fingerprints were obtained and then released after
discovering an error confirms his innocence of what is attributed to him. If a record of his
photograph and fingerprints is keptin the criminal registry, this is considered an invasion of his

privacy™
3.2. Protecting the accused’s data from media publication:

The stage of the preliminary investigation with the accused includes all his personal and
family data and all the information surrounding him and his family. Therefore, the “principle
of the illegality of publishing news of the preliminary investigation” in Egyptian legislation
finds its basis in more than one text of the law. Article No. 75 of the Code of Criminal Procedure
states: “The investigation procedures themselves and the results they produce are considered
“secrets” that investigative judges, members of the Public Prosecution, their assistants, writers,
experts, and others who are connected to the investigation or attending it - because of their job
or profession - must not disclose them. Anyone who violates this shall be punished in

accordance with Article 310 of the Penal Code” (Al-Jubouri, 2013).

As stipulated in Article 21 of the Press and Media Regulation Law and Supreme Media
Council Regulation No 180 of 2018 stipulates that: “A journalist is prohibited from covering
what is being dealt with by the investigation or trial authorities in a way that affects the
interests of the investigation or trial or in a way that affects the positions of those being

investigated or tried...”

Article No. 193 of the Egyptian Penal Code also stipulates: “Anyone who publishes, by

any of the methods referred to, news about an ongoing criminal investigation, shall be
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punished by imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months and a fine of not less than
five thousand pounds and not exceeding ten thousand pounds, or one of these two penalties,
if the investigating authority decides It was carried out in the absence of the opponents or the
broadcast of any of it was prevented out of consideration for public order, morals, or the
emergence of the truth. This act was also criminalized under Article No. 310 of the Egyptian

Penal Code (Al-Sayed and Zaher, 2006).

The general principle governing the preliminary investigation is “confidentiality” with
respect to the public. It is not permissible for newspapers or other media outlets to publish
news about the “preliminary investigation,” because its procedures are not public and are only
witnessed by the parties or their agents, because the preliminary investigation stage is the most
important stage in the criminal case because of its significant impact on gathering evidence,
which requires not announcing it so that it does not reach others and thus lacks the wisdom of

this secrecy (Abu Al-Anin, 2010).

Applying this to the case of the imprisoned accused, we find that the convict s referred to
the place designated for carrying out the sentence, and a copy of his personal papers, including
investigation documents, is sent to the criminal administration. Therefore, it is better to add
“criminal administration employees” to the people stipulated in the article related to disclosing
professional secrets. Moreover, these employees, including administrators and officials, are
informed - by the nature of their work - of the accused’s secrets and data, so they must preserve

his privacy (Moussa, 2009).

The investigation news covered by the ban relates to everything related to the
investigation procedures. Therefore, the investigation news that is prohibited from being
published normally includes the publication of the investigation records themselves, including
(witness statements, the accused’s interrogation report, transportation and inspection reports,
and expert reports) and other investigative procedures. The ban extends to publishing news
about the ongoing criminal investigation. Therefore, the published news is not required to be
quoted verbatim or is a summary of the investigation records, nor is it required to be derived

from the investigation records and documents themselves, as the wording of the ban
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contained in Article No. 193 is expanded to include any news about the investigation (whether
itwas published in whole or in part), and whether its source is investigation documents or any
other source. The prohibition is achieved whether the news is published in a false or truthful
manner. It is also not required that harm result from the publication or that the publication
affect the course of the investigation. All that Article 193 of the Penal Code requires is the
publication of news related to this investigation. (Because it also affects the accused’s

information) (Awad, 1988).

4. The third requirement: restrictions imposed on the accused’s privacy in the face of

media coverage

The media and journalism play an important role in society as they are the way to know
what is going on in it (Al-Helou, 2006), and the right of the journalist in Get news from the
human right to knowledge, information and culture what This is stipulated in the Egyptian
Constitution of 2014 in Article No. 48 of it, which states: “Culture is a right for every citizen...”
It also stipulates in Article No. 68 of it that: “Information, data, statistics, and official documents
belong to the people...” The Egyptian Constitution of 1971 also stipulates in Article No. 210 of
it that: “Journalists have the right to obtain news and information in accordance with the
conditions determined by the law, and there is no authority over them in their work except the
law,” which is not matched by an equivalent text in the new constitution, For the year 2014

(Yunus, 2011).

It should be noted that if a person has the right to be informed of the course of events,
then the journalist has the right rather to obtain news from his various sources because he is
the link between what is happening in the world in all its parts and the reading public. This
right is considered an important guarantee of the freedom of the journalist, and the right to
obtain information is not a right specific to the journalist only, but rather it is the right of the
citizen reader to be informed of events, ideas and information in all fields. Therefore, public
state institutions and official bodies must facilitate the journalist's task and provide him with

opportunities especially in prisons and police stations (Musa, 2009).
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Therefore, the law prohibits any restrictions that hinder the freedom of the flow of
information, but without prejudice to the requirements of national security and the defense of
the homeland and its highest interests, taking into account what is stipulated in the amended
Egyptian Press Law, which is: This is unless this information, statistics, or news is confidential,
and every public employee and every person or entity - who possesses public information
related to the state and society - must make it available to journalists unless it has previously
been classified as “information that may not be published under the law,” meaning that it is

not prohibited.

The ban may be for reasons in which the authorities believe that publication will harm
society, which justifies withholding it from publishing and broadcasting for security and
political reasons that threaten the homeland, national security, or national unity, so that it is
not a secret that affects the citizen’s rights and constitutional freedoms, or the reputation of
the investigations. Therefore, the journalist has a duty to respect the “confidentiality of

information.”

Article 190 of the Egyptian Penal Code stipulates that: “The judge may, in view of the
nature of the facts of the case, prohibit - in order to preserve public order and public morals -
the publication of judicial pleadings,” and Article 193 stipulates: “Anyone who publishes in
one of the aforementioned ways news related to an ongoing criminal investigation shall be
punished if the investigating authority decides to take measures in the absence of the
opponents, or prohibits the broadcast of any of them, out of consideration for public order or
public morals, the emergence of the truth, or news related to the pleadings, or investigations

in cases of divorce or Separation or adultery” (Fadil, 2017).

Based on the above, it is not permissible for a journalist to interfere in the private life of
the accused in terms of his family members. If he has the right to publish the accused’s case for
the sake of society, it is not permissible to address the people connected to the case, nor
mention the names explicitly if the concerned parties refuse to do so. The accused has the right

to refuse to mention his private data that is not related to the case for which he is imprisoned.
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He has the right to refuse publication and provide the press with his private data and

information. Therefore, it is necessary to publish information about the accused:

» News must be based on information that is not prohibited by law, because public
opinion does not have the right to know such confidential information, or to publish news
thatfalls within the scope of citizens’ private lives without their consent, which is stipulated
in Article 302 of the Egyptian Penal Code, or to publish secret trials related to public order
or public morals, which is prohibited by Articles 189 - 193 - 190 of the Egyptian Penal Code
(Ramadan, 2004).

» The information must be correct and this is what the public interest of society requires,
because publishing incorrect news - whether intentionally or unintentionally - leads to
harming society and misleading public opinion. Therefore, the press has a duty not to rush
to convey the news, in an attempt to provoke, but rather to adhere to objectivity and

neutrality when publishing (Al-Atifi, 1974).

o News must be of a social nature, meaning thatit is of interest to the public and not only
related to the private lives of individuals, such as publishing news about their wealth, health

or characteristics, because that would damage the reputation of others.

o Good intentions such that the goal of publishing news is to achieve the common good

of society, and not merely defamation and personal revenge (Sabat, 1959).

As for the right of the accused prisoner to the privacy of his life in terms of not being
allowed to eavesdrop on him, this has been decided in accordance with the laws and
regulations of prisons, and it deals with conversations between a prisoner and his colleague
or between a prisoner and his visitor as a means of revealing plans to escape from prison, or
plans to smuggle drugs into the prison, or to contribute to crimes committed outside the

prison. We note the following with regard to this right:

» Conversations conducted out loud do not become a private conversation and
therefore do not enjoy the sanctity of private life. In addition, conversations that take place

between the accused and his Iegal representative or lawyer may not be subject to
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eavesdropping of any kind, such as the presence of a guard, guide, or other prisoner acting

as evidence, or by placing electronic means in the cell to record the conversation.
b Prisonis nota place where the law protects the privacy of those in it.

9 Itisnotnecessary to announce in advance that conversations in a detention cell may

be subject to recording.

o The prison guard may order the prisoner and his visitor to speak to each otherin a
language he understands; otherwise he will end the visit or end the conversation if it is

conducted over the telephone.

9 The prison administration has the right to monitor the prisoner inside the cell
through openings prepared for this purpose in the cell door, without the prisoner knowing

about it, and the administration exercises this right at any time, day or night.

n The prisoner's correspondence is not particularly inviolable, and may be opened by
the prison administration, with the exception of correspondence that takes place between
the prisoner and his lawyer or between him and a cleric, or administrative or judicial

authorities. (Adam, 2000).

The International Human Rights Committee - which emerged from the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights - was interested in calling on states to respect the text of
the right to privacy for persons deprived of their freedom in accordance with Article 10 of that
Covenant, which relates to the rights of prisoners. One manifestation of this interest is that the
Committee directed a question to the “representative of the Soviet Union” when discussing
his second periodic report in 1984 under the title (Interference with privacy, especially with
regard to telephone communications), and asked him to respond to the following: If the use of
interception of communications is limited to "Serious crimes” Whether audio recordings
illegally obtained by government employees constitute admissible evidence, the union
representative replied by saying: Nos. 54 and 57 of the Federal Constitution and Article 12 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure of the RSFSR guarantee the inviolability of communications,

in accordance with Article 1168 of the Code of Criminal Procedure Such private conversations
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may be searched and viewed if there are reasonable grounds, in the presence of witnesses, and
the person concerned may be informed of the recording of conversations, and that in
accordance with Article 69 of Penal Code, audio recordings are not allowed as evidence, Article
No. 135 of the Criminal Code of the RSFSR states: “Interference shall entail criminal liability
not only in correspondence, but also in telephone and telegraphic communications” (Bashir,

2015).

However, there are some restrictions on the privacy of calls, as Article No. 95 of the
Egyptian Code of Criminal Procedure stipulates: “The investigating judge may order the
monitoring of wired or wireless conversations, or to make recordings of conversations that
took place in a private place whenever this is useful in revealing the truth in a felony or
misdemeanor,” butin all cases the seizure, follow-up, monitoring or recording must be based
on an express order for a period not exceeding 30 days, renewable for a period or other similar

periods.

The Egyptian Court of Cassation also decided to criminalize the act of violating the
confidentiality of telephone communications, and to criminalize the misuse of
communications devices' If the investigative interest requires monitoring telephone calls, it is
a more important interest than maintaining the relevant authority (Abdel Majeed, 2006), It
is understood from this ruling that disclosing the secrets of telephone communications is a
general rule for criminalization, and an exception to this rule is permissible for disclosure in
the event that the Public Prosecution conducts a judicial investigation after presenting the
matter to the district judge and issuing an order from him to place the phone under
surveillance. The interest of society represented in revealing the truth through judicial
investigation is more important than the sanctity of the correspondence of the accused whose
freedom is restricted, but in light of the procedural controls mentioned above (Mahmoud,

2000).
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5. Conclusion:

After reviewing the legal framework for protecting the privacy of the accused in light of
media coverage controls, it becomes clear that achieving a balance between the media’s right
to publish and the accused’s right to privacy represents a very important legal and moral
challenge. On the one hand, freedom of the media is a fundamental pillar of democracy and
the public’s right to know. On the other hand, excessive media coverage leads to defamation
of the accused and violation of his rights, which may negatively affect the course of justice and

harm the principle of the presumption of innocence.

The study showed that national and international legislation seeks to establish legal
controls that guarantee the protection of the accused without compromising freedom of the
media by prohibiting the publication of information that affects the conduct of the trial or
reveals personal data without legal justification. However, there remain gaps that need to be
addressed, especially with regard to the legal responsibility of the media when these controls
are violated. At the end of the study, we concluded with a set of results and recommendations

as follows:
5.1. Results

a) The study demonstrated that media coverage of criminal cases directly affects the
rights of the accused, especially through defamation or violating his privacy, which may

affect the principle of the presumption of innocence.

b) There are legal controls governing media publication of criminal cases, but they are

insufficient in some legislation, which leads to media abuses that affect criminal justice.

c) There is variation between countries in the extent to which the privacy of the
accused is protected, as some legal systems rely on strict restrictions that limit media

publication, while others allow broader coverage under specific conditions.

d) The study showed that some media outlets ignore legal and ethical rules in covering

criminal cases, which calls for tightening oversight and legal accountability.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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e) The judicial role in protecting the privacy of the accused remains essential, but the
weakness of the executive mechanisms for penalties for media violations reduces the

effectiveness of this protection.
5.2. Recommendations

a) Develop professional codes of conduct for journalists and judicial reporters, which
include clear guidelines on the limits of media coverage of criminal cases and mechanisms

for protecting the rights of the accused.

b) Amend national legislation to strengthen criminal protection of the privacy of the
accused, by imposing more stringent penalties for unlawful media coverage of criminal

cases.
c) Strengthening the laws regulating media coverage of criminal cases.

d) Strengthening the role of the judiciary in protecting the rights of individuals from any

unlawful media violation.

e) Strengthening the role of the judiciary in imposing restrictions on media coverage
during trials, especially in cases where excessive coverage may affect the integrity of legal

proceedings and the administration of justice.
f) Activating penalties for media violations that affect the privacy of defendants.

g) Activating the role of regulatory authorities over the media to ensure their adherence

to legal and ethical controls when publishing details of criminal cases.

h) Intensifying awareness campaigns about the danger of violating the privacy of the

accused by the media, with a focus on strengthening the legal culture among journalists.

i) Intensify media and legal awareness programs to ensure that journalists adhere to

professional and ethical standards when covering trials.

In conclusion, the greatest challenge remains in achieving a fair equation between

freedom of the media and the rights of the accused in a way that ensures the achievement of
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criminal justice without harming the reputation of individuals or influencing the course of the
trial. This requires cooperation between legislative, judicial and media bodies to control this

relationship in accordance with the requirements of justice and the rule of law.
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