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Expression across Borders in the Age of Digital Media; Mustafa Kamal Ahmed
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University Malaysia, IIlUM)
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The Moroccan School and the Question of Digital Citizenship: From Educational
Aspiration to the Paradoxes of the Networked Society
(yidl Jadbs ol Aaale Apaisy Ay ol pidea) Gyliwd | dozme 5.1
Mohamed EL Mestari, Laboratory of Soil, Environment and Development (1bn Tofail University,

Morocco)

Abstract:

This article seeks to interrogate the position of the Moroccan school within the challenges of integrating
digital citizenship, in a networked society that reshapes patterns of action, knowledge, and the boundaries of
the public sphere. It analyzes the tension between official discourses that promote digitization as a path to
empowerment, and educational practices that incorporate technology functionally, without constructing a

critical vision or a transformative pedagogical project.

Through an interpretive sociological approach, the article deconstructs actors’ representations and reveals
how the school reproduces symbolic regulation rather than cultivating a conscious and responsible digital
agent. It further examines the structural and symbolic paradoxes that undermine the realization of equitable
digital citizenship, and highlights the tension between a logic of technical integration and that of epistemic
justice. As a constructive proposition, the article calls for rethinking the school’s positioning within the digital
public sphere through alternative models that link digitization with critical awareness, citizenship with

meaning, and learning with emancipation rather than procedural compliance.

Keywords: Digital Citizenship, Digital Agency, Moroccan School, Networked Society, Symbolic Inequalities,

Educational Regulation.
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1- Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), p. 217.
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1- Jirgen Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a Category of Bourgeois Society, trans.

Thomas Burger with Frederick Lawrence (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1989), p. 249.
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3. Karen Mossberger, Caroline |. Tolbert, and Ramona S. McNeal, Digital Citizenship: The Internet, Society, and Participation

(Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2008), p. 12.
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1-José van Dijck, The Culture of Connectivity: A Critical History of Social Media (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), p. 178.
2-Manuel Castells, Communication Power (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), p. 423.

3- Foucault, Discipline and Punish, p. 217.
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1- Castells, Communication Power, p. 423.

2- Mark Warschauer, Technology and Social Inclusion: Rethinking the Digital Divide (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003), p. 72.
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1- Pierre Bourdieu, Ce que parler veut dire: L'économie des échanges linguistiques (Paris: Fayard, 1982), p. 104.
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1-Mike Ribble, Digital Citizenship in Schools: Nine Elements All Students Should Know, 3rd ed. (Arlington: ISTE, 2015), p. 53.

2- Neil Selwyn, Education and Technology: Key Issues and Debates, 2nd ed. (London: Bloomsbury, 2016), p. 98.
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2-Mohamed Fadil, “Digital Literacy from the Perspective of Moroccan Teachers: State of Affairs”, Revue Marocaine de I'Education

et de la Recherche en Education (Université Mohammed V, Rabat, 2023), p. 6.

3-Fadil, “Digital literacy,” p. 9.
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1- UNESCO, Digital Citizenship Education Handbook, p. 93.
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Students' Attitudes towards Early Marriage: A Field Study on a Sample of Students

from the Faculty of Health Sciences, Sirte University
° (L ey Aaola) Gl poe Aigdat s

D. Latefa Omar Albarq (Sirte University, Libya)

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the attitudes of young people at the College of Health Sciences in Sirte towards
early marriage, as well as to identify the pros and cons of early marriage, and whether it is seen as a successful
project. The study was applied to a sample of students from the College of Health Sciences, which amounted
to (131 individuals) After distributing the questionnaires, (121 questionnaires) that met the conditions were
approved, and the descriptive analytical method was used in this study. The study reached the following results:
99.4% of the study sample believes that the preferred age for female marriage is 23 years or more, as they do
not support early marriage of a girl because of its negatives, the most important of which is the girl leaving her
education at an early age, and 100% of the study sample believes that the age The preferred age for male
marriage is 23 years or more, which, according to their point of view, is a typical age that results in the stability
of individuals and their transition to new roles characterized by stability and efficiency. The results of the study
also revealed the increase in the divorce rate, its impact on women'’s health, and girls’ abandonment of their
education. The majority of parents marry girls at an early age, and this is due to the parents’ fear for their
daughters from being exposed to problems that affect honor, and the reduction of financial burdens, especially

in families with a large number of boys.

Keywords: Youth Attitudes, Early Marriage, Education and Health, Family Stability, Social and Economic

Factors.
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Abstract:

The international legal framework for data protection and freedom of expression across borders in the
age of digital media represents a major challenge in light of the rapid technical transformations and the spread
of digital media and its global impact. The main problem of this research paper is how to achieve a balance
between the protection of personal data and the guarantee of freedom of expression, taking into account the

cultural and legal specificities of each country in the global digital environment.

The importance of the topic is reflected in the fact that it affects fundamental human rights and affects
societies and individuals, making the development of a comprehensive international legal framework an
urgent necessity to ensure the protection of rights in the age of digital media. The research aims to analyze
existing legal frameworks, identify gaps, and propose solutions to develop legislation to achieve a balance
between data protection and freedom of expression across borders. The research relied on a comparative

analytical approach to study relevant national and international laws and analyze their effectiveness.

The research structure included an introduction clarifying the general framework of the topic, and it was
divided into three demands. The first demand is the international concept of freedom of media work and the
limits of the right of expression. The second demand is a balance between data protection and the right of the
media to obtain and disseminate information. The third demand is a balance between the protection of
personal data and the right to media access. The research reached several results, most notably the existence
of great disparities between national legislations, and the incompatibility of some of them with international
standards, and recommended the need to draft a unified international convention that enhances cooperation
between countries, and stipulates clear principles for data protection and freedom of expression in a manner

that takes into account digital transformations and achieves justice between all parties.

Keywords: data protection; freedom of expression; digital media; international legislation; personal data.
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INTRODUCTION:

The protection of data and freedom of expression is one of the most important challenges facing
countries, especially in light of the "digital media”, so that it is necessary to verify by media professionals what
is published through the "digital media”, which spread as a result of the development of communications

technologies, so that controls should be put in place to regulate their work not to prejudice freedoms.

In its Resolution on the Protection of Human Rights Online (July 2012), the UN Human Rights Council
affirmed that: “the same rights that people have offline must also be protected online, in particular freedom of

expression” (Ladhar, 2013).

1.1.Problem of research:

The problem of this research revolves around how to achieve a balance between the protection of
personal data as a fundamental right of individuals and the guarantee of freedom of expression as one of the
main pillars of democratic societies, within an integrated international legal framework commensurate with

the nature of digital media and its cross-border challenges. This problem includes a set of questions:

a) What is the current international legal framework for the protection of personal data and freedom of
expression?

b) What are the most prominent challenges facing achieving a balance between data protection and
freedom of expression in light of digital media?

) How can a unified international legal framework be developed that suits the nature of digital media and
ensures a balance between data protection and freedom of expression?

d) Whatis the role of national and international laws in addressing violations associated with cross-border
digital media?

e) How can international parties enhance cooperation in developing policies and legislation that achieve
digital justice and ensure respect for fundamental rights and freedoms?

1.2.Research Importance

The importance of the research is illustrated by a number of points as follows:

a) The research contributes to furthering the understanding of the importance of personal data protection

and freedom of expression as fundamental rights, and ensuring their alignment with international standards.
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b) It strikes a delicate balance between the protection of personal data and freedom of expression in the
age of digital media.

c) Bridging legal gaps and providing solutions to challenges facing current legislation related to digital
media and cross-border data protection.

d) Highlights the importance of cooperation between countries to develop unified legal frameworks in line
with digital developments and digital media challenges.

e) Directing international policies on how to formulate international policies and legislation that protect
rights and respect freedoms in the digital environment.

1.3.Research Objectives:

This research paper came to achieve a number of objectives, including:

a) Studying national and international legislation related to the protection of personal data and freedom of
expression across borders.

b) Understand the challenges of data protection legislation and freedom of expression in the age of cross-
border digital media.

c) Provide practical solutions for the development of international and local legislation in line with digital
media developments.

d) Examine the impact of local legal culture on the application of data protection and freedom of expression
legislation.

e) Make suggestions to enhance cooperation between states to develop common regulatory policies that
respect the digital rights of individuals.

f) Establishing controls in digital media that guarantee freedom of media work, and at the same time do
not affect private data, and freedom of expression.

1.4.Study method:

The study relies on the "analytical approach”, in terms of clarifying the texts governing media work and
freedoms and their limits, and also relies on the "comparative approach” in terms of presenting the relevant

international conventions.

1.5.Study Plan

The research was divided into three axes and a conclusion that includes the results and

recommendations:

— First: The nature of digital media and the limits of the right of expression.
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— Second: Balancing data protection with the right of the media to obtain and disseminate information.

— Third: Balancing between the protection of personal data and the right to media access.

2. The nature of digital media and the limits of the right of expression
2.1. What is Digital Media:

According to the Press and Media Regulation Law and the Supreme Council for Media Regulation No.
180 of 2018, "digital media" is defined as: Every electronic broadcast that reaches the public, or certain groups,
with signals, images, sounds, drawings or writings, that are not characterized by the nature of private

correspondence, by any means of wired, wireless, digital, and other modern technologies (AI-Bayoumi, 2023).

This type of media, like other types of media, depends on "information”, which is the focus of freedom of
the press and the media and its primary material. It is also a right of citizens, as it enables them to be informed
of the course of things. Therefore, the "Media Honor Charter” stipulates that: "The right of citizens to know is
the essence and purpose of journalistic work.” The right to information results in another right, which is the
right to publish that information in order to inform citizens of matters of interest to them. However, there are
several restrictions on the right to media publication, including the non-publication of personal data, and what

happens in secret sessions.
2.2. Limitations of the right of expression:

The right to freedom of opinion and expression is one of the fundamental rights of the human being, and
due to the importance of this right for both the individual and the state, the International Bill affirmed it, and
set acceptable standards for its exercise, which link the right to freedom of opinion and expression to other
rights and freedoms, in the mediain all its forms - print, visual, audio and electronic - in addition to the existence

of some restrictions on it (Ramadan, 2012).

The first official recognition of freedom of opinion and expression dates back to the French Declaration
of the Rights of Man - issued after the French Revolution in 1789- where Article No. 11 stipulated: "The free
circulation of ideas and opinions is one of the important human rights, so every citizen may speak and print
freely with responsibility for the abuse of this freedom in the cases specified by law, as if it dealt with statements

that are not allowed to be circulated” (Conseil De Presse Du Québec, 2025) .
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In 1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
which included the right of everyone to enjoy freedom of opinion and expression. In 1966, it adopted the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which reflects the provisions of the aforementioned
Declaration. Its provisions enjoy the status of a legal obligation for States that ratify it. Article (19) of it affirms
the right of everyone to hold opinions without harassment express them and transmit them to others without

regard to borders by the means of his choice.

The European Charter on Human Rights in 1950 affirmed freedom of opinion and expression, as well as
the American Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights in 1969, the African Charter on Human and Peoples’
Rights in 1979, and the Arab Charter on Human Rights adopted at the Arab Summit No. 16 in 2004

(Mahmoud, 2007).

It should be noted that in 1978, in the Declaration on Fundamental Principles concerning the
Contribution of the Media to Peace, International Understanding and the Promotion of Human Rights,
UNESCO adopted the right to freedom of opinion and expression, as adopted in 1995 by the Johannesburg
Principles on National Security, Freedom of Expression and Access to Information (Access to Information,

U.N.DocE/CN.4/1996/39-1996).

In 1972, a conference was held in Strasbourg, eastern France, to discuss the concept of media freedom
and the principles governing media work. The conference agreed that the concept of media freedom has
changed, as it no longer only means freedom of expression, but also the right of the media to obtain, analyze

and disseminate information.

Perhaps the interpretation of the meaning of "freedom of expression" is relative, as it varies in application
from one country to another, as some political systems consider that freedom of the media is the main pillar
forachieving democracy and protects it by law, while this freedom is restricted in some other systems according

to what the ruling authority sees, meeting national needs from its point of view.

And that media freedom means the right to obtain information from any source, transfer and exchange it,
and the right to publish ideas and opinions, and exchange them without restrictions, and that those restrictions
on the freedom of the press and the media aim to protect public or private interests that the legislator aims to

protect, so the legislator intervened and stipulated press crimes (Al-Rubaie, 2010).
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Thus, media freedom is not absolute, but, like all rights and freedoms, it is subject to some restrictions
that ensure adherence to the basic elements of society on the one hand and not to prejudice the rights of

individuals on the other hand.

Human rights standards, as contained in international charters, treaties and declarations on freedom of
opinion and expression, are the legal basis in the International Bill of Rights to protect these rights, so that they
have become part of the peremptory norms of international law, and in this capacity - the legal obligation of
States and other political entities to respect them and not to violate them and integrate them within their
internal legislative system and included in constitutions and laws - constitute the national legal basis for human

rights and freedoms (Fadila, 2001).

Article (23) of the Arab Charter on Human Rights affirms the right of the media to freedom of expression,
aswell as the rightto collect news and ideas, receive them and transmit them to others by any means, regardless

of geographical borders.

With regard to the restrictions imposed by international declarations and conventions, we note that the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Article No. (19) of it did not contain any restrictions on freedom of
opinion, and unleashed them. As for the "International Convention on Political and Civil Rights" of 1966, it
indicated in paragraph (3) of Article (19) that: "The exercise of the rights stipulated in paragraph (2) of the article
is linked to special duties and responsibilities, and therefore it may be subject to certain restrictions, based on

the provisions of the law, which are necessary, in order to respect the reputation of others."

The same agreement affirmed the illegality of infringements on this right. A state, group, or individual is
not allowed to carry out an activity or work aimed at destroying the rights and freedoms contained in it, while
giving the national legislator a space of control to exercise freedom of expression, in order to balance with other
considerations, such as cultural and religious heritage, customs and morals, and the rights of others (Jabbar,

2019).

In order for states not to exploit these controls and confiscate freedom of expression, Article No. (19)
Required that these controls be in cases of necessity, and based on the provisions of the law and not just on the
behavior of law enforcement officials. This means that the authority should not be arbitrary in determining

these restrictions, meaning that the law specified for it is based on the democratic concept.
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Article No. (20) Of the same Covenant clarified the controls and restrictions of this right, stating two
restrictions on freedom of opinion and expression. The first is propaganda for war, and the second is advocacy
of national, racial or religious hatred that would constitute incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence

(Mahmoud, 2020).

In sum, international human rights instruments have guaranteed freedom of expression and opinion as
a basis for his civil and political rights, which indicates the increasing interest in human rights and fundamental

freedoms. International documents have also referred to many forms in which expression can be made.
3. Balancing data protection and the right of the media to obtain and disseminate information

Freedom of opinion and expression is one of the most important human rights, and this right cannot be
exercised without freedom of information and freedom of information in all its forms (Al-Ghoul, 2007). Article
19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 stipulates the freedom to circulate information
without restrictions, unlike other freedoms and rights that comply with the law (Bashir, 2021). Article 2,
paragraph 3, of the UNESCO Universal Declaration on the Media (November 1978) stipulates the right of

journalists to obtain information and send reports (Ramadan, 2004).

The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union also stressed that: "When measures involving
interference with the fundamental rights established by the Charter and originating in an EU legislative act, it is
left to the 'EU legislature’ to determine the essential elements that determine the scope of such
interventions(Hamisi, 2023), in addition to the provisions that require allowing the transfer of personal data
of natural persons to a third party, such as a public authority, they must be classified in the absence of the
consent of these natural persons - whatever the subsequent use of those data - as interference in their private
lives. Such interference can only be justified if it is stipulated by law and is necessary in compliance with the
principle of proportionality and achieves the public interest objectives of the European Union, or the need to

protect the rights and freedoms of others.

Applying the above texts, we find that in practice: The decision of the "Information and Privacy
Commissioners at the federal and regional levels, issued in 2021 regarding the Covid-19 pandemic, affirmed
that: " Privacy legislation provides for exceptions to allow the collection, use and disclosure of this information
for public health reasons during the pandemic and other emergency situations. These laws should not be seen

by those subject to them as an obstacle to the collection, use and legitimate disclosure of information. On the
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contrary, privacy laws and their best practice should be considered as a means to ensure the responsible use
and disclosure of data in a way that supports public health objectives and enhances confidence in the health
care system”.  The principle of proportionality of rights has also been affirmed by the European Court of
Human Rights in several of its judgments: LIEBSCHER v. Austria 2021, regarding the ruling on the violation of
the right to data privacy, due to the obligation to submit the entire divorce agreement to the Land Registry,

where it is available to the public.

He explained that the application submitted by the Land Registry Court to provide a full divorce
settlement is not in line with data protection laws, as this will mean that his personal data - such as the names
and places of residence of his minor children, the data of his ex-wife, the amount of alimony payments, and
custody agreements - will be available to the public, in the archives of documents, and the court concluded that

there was a violation of Article (8) of the Convention on Respect for Private and Family Life.

Thus, we find that the fundamental rights to respect for private life and the protection of personal data
are notabsolute privileges, but must be taken into account in relation to their function in society, and they must
be balanced with other fundamental rights. Therefore, restrictions may be imposed on the exercise of those
rights, provided that such restrictions are stipulated in the law, respect the essence of fundamental rights,
respect the principle of proportionality, and are necessary restrictions aimed at the public interest or the

protection of other rights and freedoms.
3.1. Proportionality between data protection and the right to media publication:

The right to publish the media may sometimes involve compromising the privacy of personal data, and
the performance of the media's function as required by the public interest may be inconceivable without this
prejudice, and the basis for the permissibility of publishing news lies in the basis of that permissibility, which

depends here on the "use of the right."

This right is not limited to media professionals only, because media freedom is basically the freedom of
the ordinary individual in society and can only be exceeded by special legislation, and the media is obligated to
publish news, even if the news involves compromising the privacy of an individual. In that case, permissibility
is based on "performing the duty”, and then we are in front of a conflict or conflict between two interests, which

are the interest of society in informing the public about matters that concern it and the interest of individuals
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in the privacy of their data(Abdul Amir, 2021). The legislator considers the most important interest here to be

the interest of the individual.

Based on the above, several conditions must be met to achieve the permissibility of media

publication of information, namely:

a) That the news is true: This is required by the public interest of society, because publishing untrue news -
whether intentionally or unintentionally - leads to harming society and misleading public opinion, while
adhering to objectivity and neutrality when publishing (Indian, 2012), so the European Digital Services Law
forced "Meta / "Google to combat false or misleading media news, and therefore the first company responded
to that, and developed a new artificial intelligence tool to fight that news, on July 11,2022 (Ammar, 2024).

b) The news should be of a social nature: in the sense that it is of interest to the public and not only related
to the private life of individuals, such as publishing news about their wealth, health or qualities because this is
detrimental to the reputation of others .

) Good faith: The goal of spreading the news is to achieve the common good of society, not just defamation
and revenge(Wasfi, 2022).

d) To respond to information that is not prohibited by law: because public opinion has no right to know
that confidential information, such as broadcasting a secret of the country, publishing news that falls within
the private life of citizens and their private data without consent, or publishing secret trials related to public
order or public morals.

On April 23, 2022 in Brussels, the European Parliament and the Council approved the Digital Services
Law, which regulates digital content through media and social media. This law set a strict framework for digital
service providers to protect the digital space from the dissemination of illegal content, ensure the protection of
users' basic rights, and immediately remove everything that violates that.

The Egyptian President's Decree No. 2915 of 1964 was issued to establish and organize the Central
Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics. Article No. (10) of this decision was granted as a monopoly for
him to publish all publications, results or statistical data conducted by scientific institutes, universities,
government agencies and some public sector units, whatever the subject of the publication or study, and its
publication was prohibited except through statistics issued by him. However, if this study is "statistical”, it may
not be published except with his consent. This monopoly is incompatible with the right to obtain information

and its free flow without discrimination (Al-Helou, 2009).
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Law No. 47 of 1978, issued regarding the system of civil servants in the state, was also issued, and Article
No. (77) stipulated in paragraph No. (7) of it: "It is prohibited for a worker to disclose any statement or
statement about the work of his job through newspapers or other publishing methods unless he is authorized

to do so in writing by the competent president.”

Law No. 48 of 1978 concerning the system of workers in the public sector was also issued. Article No.
(79) stipulated in paragraph No. (13) of it that: "It is prohibited for the worker, in person or through
intermediary, to declare information or data related to the work of the company, without a previous permit

from the competent authority of the company, otherwise he will be subject to disciplinary responsibility."

It is worth mentioning that the Egyptian Penal Code, in Article 191, stipulates that it is permissible to
publish news that affects honor and consideration - whether related to a public official or a private individual -
if the news published in the form of a summary of a judicial ruling did not prevent the law from publishing it,
which indicates that publishing the news is permissible due to the published incident and the social importance
of it, not given to the person against whom itis directed, whether he is a publicemployee or a private individual
(Ibrahim, 2017).

4. Balancing between the protection of personal data and the right to media access

In some cases, access to personal data is allowed when there is a necessity to do so, as if it is related to the
public interest and national security, as stipulated in Article (8/10) of the European Convention on Human
Rights, which included limiting the exercise of the rights it protects when this restriction constitutes a necessary
measure in society to achieve the public interest, such as achieving democracy or national security or

maintaining order and protecting the rights and freedoms of others (Waheeb, 2003).

This is in line with what was concluded by the "Court of Justice” of the European Union, in the case of
Rights League V Council of Ministers Human , of 2022, considering that the transfer and automated
processing of PNR data in general is consistent with the fundamental rights to respect for private life and the

protection of personal data in Belgium and did not violate the law(1).

1) Human Rights League V Council of Ministers, Case C-817/19, Court of Justice of the European Union (CJE), 27 January 2022.
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4.1. We discuss those exceptions as follows:

a) Personal data in criminal records and data available at the National Security: Personal data related
to criminal records and investigations are defined as criminal conviction data, which means: information
related to a person who committed a crime or was convicted by the court in a criminal case, or was subjected
to one of the coercive criminal measures, such as detention or travel ban, or was suspected of committing a
crime, and criminal conviction data may only be processed by public authorities, or the processing is authorized
in accordance with the law and regulations, and may be processed by other data processors whenever
necessary to establish or defend legal claims, Itis not permissible to keep a complete file on criminal convictions
except under the supervision of the public authority (Article 10 of the European Regulation — Article (3) of the
Egyptian Data Protection Law), and therefore the "Personal Data Protection Law" does not apply to data related
to judicial seizure records, investigations, lawsuits and personal data available to the National Security (Article
(2) of the Egyptian Personal Data Protection Law), but considerations estimated by the "Personal Data
Protection Center" may be applied at the request of the national security authorities (1), represented in:
(Presidency of the Republic - Ministry of Defense - Ministry of Interior - The General Intelligence Service -
Administrative Control Authority), shall notify the processor of the modification, erasure, failure to show,
availability or circulation of personal data within a certain period of time, and the processor shall abide by what

is stated in the notification, within the specified period.

In application of this, we find that the "European Court of Human Rights" has upheld this matter in the
case of Germany Uzun v, by a decision not to violate the text of Article 8 of the European Convention on
Human Rights, with regard to the request of the appellant (suspected of committing a crime of terrorism) to
violate his privacy, when the public authorities monitored him through a GPS device, and to use the data
obtained through this device in the criminal proceedings against him, as this is considered a violation of his
data privacy, and the court ruled that the processing and use of the data processed in this case aims to protect

national security and the public interest of democratic society (2).

1) The "National Security” is defined according to Article 1 of the Egyptian Telecommunications Law No. 10 of 2003, as:
{Everything related to the affairs of the Presidency of the Republic, the armed forces, military production, the Ministry of Interior,
and public security,.....}, which corresponds to the definition of the ruling of the Administrative Court, Case No. 21855 of 65 S,
session dated 28/5/2011.

2) European Court of Human Rights: Uzunv, Germany, 02.09.2010, application no. 35623/05) https://hudoc.echr.coe.int. Visited
on 19/1/2025

- Kennedy v. the United Kingdom, 18.05.2010. application no. 26839/05

- Privacy International and Others v. The United Kingdom, 4 September 2020, Application no. 46259/16.
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In contrast, the European Court concluded in the United Kingdom Marper v. S. There was a violation of
Article (8) of the Convention regarding the retention in a database of fingerprints and DNA files of suspects but
not debtors. The court considered that this constitutes an interference with respect for private life and cannot
be considered necessary in a democratic society. The court stressed that although it is necessary to use modern
science techniques in the criminal justice system, this requires a careful balance between the potential
advantages of using such techniques and the right to privacy, as the authorities in this case did not strike a fair

balance between "public interests" and" private interests" (1).
4.2. The extent to which the protection of personal data conflicts with the state of emergency:

The Constitution empowered the "President of the Republic” to declare a "state of emergency” in the
manner set forth in Article No. (154) of the Constitution of 2014, so that this declaration must be presented to
the House of Representatives within the following fifteen days to decide what he deems appropriate. If the

House of Representatives is dissolved, the matter shall be presented to the new House at its first meeting.

In all cases, the declaration of a state of emergency shall be for a specified period, and it may not be
extended except with the approval of the House of Representatives. When a state of emergency is declared, the
President of the Republic may take appropriate measures to confront the danger to the country and maintain
security and order. He may place restrictions on the freedom of persons, whether in assembly, movement,
residence or passage, arrest and search suspects dangerous to security, monitor newspapers, messages and
calls of any kind, seize and confiscate them, and close the places where they are printed (Article 3, paragraph

2).

Article No. (76) of the Egyptian Telecommunications Regulatory Law No. 12 of 2003 stipulates the
restriction of the right to protect the personal data of users of telecommunications networks, in the event of
environmental or natural disasters, or in cases where general mobilization is announced, in accordance with
the provisions of Law No. 87 of 1960, which constitutes a state of emergency and any other cases related to

national security (Zain, etal,, 2011).

1) European Court of Human Rights, S. & Marper v. the United Kingdom, 4  December 2008 (Grand Chamber).
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng. visited on 15/1/2025.
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We find thatin France, when exceptional circumstances such as war or emergencies occur in the country,
public freedoms and rights are subject to limited control, in matters related to public safety or national security

purposes in accordance with the law (Hamon, 1977).

b) Personal data processed for informational purposes:

The right to "media freedom" has given the right to "freedom of expression and opinion” limitless social and
political dimensions, as it is the embodiment of freedom of thought and opinion, and itis also the embodiment
of the principle of publicity (Shams al-Din, 2022), and perhaps the work of the media or journalist is the
performance of a duty imposed on him by law to publish information under Article No. (63) of the Egyptian
Penal Code, which stipulates: "No crime if the act is committed by a princely employee or a person assigned to

a public service in the following cases:

- If he acts in good faith in implementation of what the laws have ordered, or if he believes that his action is

within his competence.

- If the act occurs in implementation of an order issued to him by a superior, he must be obeyed, or he

believes that his obedience is obligatory (Al-Jubouri, 2013).

The description of "public official or assigned to a public service" applies to the journalist if he works for
a national newspaper or media institution. This is also one of the reasons for permissibility. Article No. (195),
paragraph No. (2), stipulates one of the reasons for permissibility for the editor-in-chief, as follows: "He further
proved that if he did not publish, he would have exposed himself to the loss of his job in the newspaper, or to
serious harm" (Fawzi, 202 4), and the "Supreme Administrative Court” had tended in case No. 598 of 3 judicial
year to: Freedom of the press is one of the public freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution, and since this
freedom, its effect is not limited to the individual who enjoys it, but returns to other individuals and to society
itself, so the Constitution did not call this freedom, but made the aspect of organization in it permissible,
provided that the organization is by law, because public freedoms may not be restricted or regulated except by

law"(1) In order to make good use of this" double-edged profession *, and not to abuse it, and to make it an

") In case No. 598 of 3 judicial year, the Supreme Administrative Court stated that: {Freedom of the press is one of the public
freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution, and since this freedom is not limited to the individual who enjoys it, but reverts to other
individuals and to society itself, so the Constitution did not call this freedom, but made the aspect of regulation in it permissible,

provided that regulation is by law, because public freedoms may not be restricted or regulated, except by law}
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authority thatis not popular to protect the people as stipulated in the Constitution, but rather an authority over
the necks of the people and individuals, the law and the Constitution may These limits are represented in" legal
restrictions "and other" social "restrictions, in addition to" political restrictions "(Hassan, 2001), such as those
related to internal national security, such as: the promotion of disturbance of public order, sectarian strife,
statements affecting religions, and the dissemination of destructive ideas. There are also restrictions related to
external national security represented in defense affairs data, military affairs data, inter-state relations, and

news related to harming the national currency, economic turmoil, and misleading the public.

The legislation on the protection of personal data also included the possibility of processing personal data
exclusively for informational purposes, provided that: "It shall be true and accurate, and shall not be used for
other purposes without prejudice to the legislation regulating the press and the media," in accordance with

Article No. (3) of the Egyptian Personal Data Protection Law.

To ensure the protection of such data, the "European Regulation” stipulated the need to reconcile the
right to protection of personal data with the right to freedom of expression and information, including
processing carried out for journalistic, artistic or literary expression purposes. The processing of personal data
for scientific purposes must also be available with other relevant legislation, such as clinical trials. However,
the "Austrian Constitutional Court” ruled that Article 58/A of the European Regulation, which allows member
states to apply exceptions to the rules of the General Data Protection Regulation, including that the processing
of personal data by the media and employees of media companies shall not be subject to what is known as the

"press exemption", is unconstitutional, provided that the data subject agrees (1).

Therefore, it is understood that the processing of personal data carried out for informational purposes

must be carried out exclusively without withdrawing to serve purposes other than those specified in the law,

1) Issued by the European Court of Human Rights in March 2022, a judgment in the case of standard Verlagsgesellschaft MBH v.
Austria decides to violate Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights, relating to the right to freedom of expression.
The case concerned judicial decisions ordering the media to disclose the registration data of users who posted comments on a
website related to some political figures related to corruption. The applicant company had withdrawn those comments, while
refusing to disclose information related to its authors. Although the court considered that users' data are not covered by the
protection of press sources, and there is no absolute right to anonymity on the Internet, it found that the mentioned national
courts did not balance the interests of the plaintiffs and the interests of the requesting company in maintaining the anonymity of
its users, with the aim of promoting the free exchange of protected ideas and information, under Article 10. Accordingly, the Court

decided that such judicial decisions were not necessary in a democratic society.
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and that this is done in accordance with the relevant conditions and guarantees specified for data subjects, to

enable them to exercise their rights.

Based on the above, we point out that the legislator obliges the owner of the newspaper or media
institution to provide the concerned authorities with the names and identities of all workers and their
addresses, the nature of their work and wages, and every change in them, and the obligation to organize
fundamental and certified legal accounts records, in order to identify the resources obtained by the newspaper,
and the aspects of its expenses in order to monitor the receipt of financial resources by the media institution,
to ensure that a foreign country does not interfere in the financing of the "media institution” with financial

assistance, or monetary benefits.

The researcher believes that this is to protect the media from the influence of "foreign capital”, as the
media is considered an "industry” that costs a lot of money to be able to perform its desired mission. In order to
accomplish this process, the media institution relies on multiple resources, including: the proceeds of the sale
of the newspaper, the subscriptions that the establishment receives from readers, the proceeds of advertising
and commercial printing operations, but these resources may not be sufficient to cover the requirements of
issuing the newspaper from expenses, which may force the establishment to obtain funding from the state or
from the owners of capital, and in this case, it may be by allocating large areas to advertise their activities, and
the request for state aid may prejudice the independence of the newspaper, making it just a tool to express the
government's policy, and making large areas available to advertisers also affects the neutrality of journalists

towards the owners of capital (Qaid, 1994).

c) Personal data processed for official statistics or archiving in the public interest: Personal data
processed for the purpose of obtaining official statistical data are not subject to the provisions of the Personal
Data Protection Law, which means the legitimacy of the right to access them. However, such processing for
archiving purposes in the public interest, for scientific or historical research purposes, or for statistical purposes,
must be subject to safeguards commensurate with the rights and freedoms of the data subject, provided that
such safeguards include the implementation of technical and organizational measures, to ensure compliance
with the principle of "reducing access to data”, and such measures may include the use of pseudonyms, to the

extent that protects the rights of the data subject (Selmoudi, Rabia, 2017).

In application of this, the European Court of Human Rights ruled in the Glavna direktsia za borba s

case in January 2023 that the processing of biometrics and genetics by police authorities with the aim of
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achieving archiving purposes in the public interest - in relation to combating crime, maintaining public order
and on the free movement of such data- is authorized under the text of Article 10/a of the European Regulation

for the Protection of Personal Data (Salah, 2015).

Articles 47 and 48 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union also exclude any
legislation that allows the collection of biometric data by anyone who has been accused of committing a crime
without the supervision of the competent authorities, in order to verify whether the collection of such data was
necessary, and isitactually related to the publicinterest? It is necessary to verify that the actions of this objective

constitute less serious measures in the event of infringement of the rights and freedoms of others(1).

5. Conclusion:

At the conclusion of this research on the international legal framework for data protection and freedom
of expression across borders in the era of digital media, it becomes clear that the relationship between the
protection of personal data and freedom of expression represents one of the most important legal challenges
in the modern digital environment. With the increasing flow of information across borders, it has become
necessary to strike a balance between protecting the privacy of individuals on the one hand and ensuring
freedom of expression as a fundamental right on the other hand in accordance with international human rights

standards.

The study indicates that international legal regulations seek to develop integrated frameworks to address
this problem through international agreements such as the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in the
European Union, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and other mechanisms that guarantee
data protection without prejudice to the basic principles of freedom of expression. However, there are still
challenges related to the diversity of national legislation and double standards between countries, which
necessitates strengthening international cooperation and developing more integrated mechanisms that ensure

respect for the digital rights of all individuals, without undue restriction of freedom of expression.

1) European Court of Human Rights: Judgment of the court (Fifth Chamber) Ministerstvo na vatreshnite raboti ,Glavna direktsia
za borba s Organiziranata prestapnost. 26 January 2023 (C-205/21) https://curia.europa.eu/juris/ document/ document.sf.

visited on 18/1/2025.
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5.1. In light of the above, we conclude the following results:

a) Digital media is one of the technologies of information and communication development, which must

adhere to media standards.

b) The right to the protection of digital personal data is one of the most important elements of the right to

privacy and privacy.

c) Freedom of expression is considered a social necessity, and the most important human rights, but it is

limited by some restrictions, in order to protect other rights.

d) Means of infringing on digital personal data are: (disclosure —illegal access — surreptitious photography

and recording).

e) Itisthe responsibility of the person responsible for the processing of personal data (functional integrity
— accuracy in work — taking into account the duration of data storage — obtaining a license for the processing

process) .
f)  The right to data and information protection is not absolute.

g) There may be a conflict between the “right to protect digital data,” the “right to obtain and disseminate

information,” and the “right to be informed when necessary to protect national security.”

h) Compatibility of national law with international laws on freedom of information, and its obligation to

preserve data.

5.2. Then we present the following recommendations:

a) Implementing the principle of proportionality between the "right to the protection of digital personal
data" and "other rights and freedoms", in light of achieving the objectives of the public interest.

b) Training those who control crimes of assault on digital personal data, as well as those who investigate
and prosecute hackers, to deal with the means of modern technology. With the development of national and
international laws, to keep pace with these technologies, especially in the era of digital transformation.

¢) Taking into account media ethics in media handling, and monitoring this by the competent bodies.

d) Legislation keeps pace with the digital development we live in .

e) Establishing specific legal standards for the judge, from which it is inferred to respect the balance
between the "legitimate interest of the processor” and the "interest of the person whose data is processed", in
a way that guarantees his own rights and freedoms, as the idea of legitimate interest is very broad, and it can

be invoked in order to process the data of the person without his prior consent.
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Abstract:
Social protection constitutes a fundamental pillar for ensuring social and economic stability, as it aims to
establish a safety net for individuals and the most vulnerable groups in society. Its significance has grown in
light of the increasing economic and social challenges facing many countries, which necessitates the
establishment of effective legal frameworks to regulate social protection mechanisms and guarantee justice

and sustainable development.

This research explores the legal frameworks governing social protection, assessing their effectiveness in
achieving intended goals and identifying the challenges they encounter. It also proposes recommendations for
enhancing these frameworks. Despite the existence of various legislations and programs dedicated to social
protection, significant gaps in implementation persist, hindering the realization of social justice and sustainable

development.

The central research question is: To what extent do legal frameworks for social protection contribute to

achieving comprehensive justice and sustainable development?

The importance of this study lies in the urgent need to critically examine the legal systems regulating social
protection, identify shortcomings in their application, and propose reforms that strengthen social justice and
align with sustainable development objectives. The research also contributes to the academic discourse on the

interplay between social protection and legal regulation, and their alignment with broader public policy.

The study aims to: (1) analyze the concept, objectives, and significance of social protection in promoting
social stability; (2) examine national and international legal frameworks; and (3) evaluate the role of social

protection programs in achieving justice and sustainable development.

Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, the study investigates the legal and legislative structures
underpinning social protection. It seeks to offer a comprehensive perspective on the relationship between
legislation and its practical application, highlighting the imperative of legal reform to ensure more efficientand

effective outcomes in justice and development.

Keywords: Social protection, legal frameworks, social justice, sustainable development, legislation,

vulnerable groups, social protection programs, legal challenges, legal reforms, public policies.
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INTRODUCTION:

Social protection programs are among the basic tools that countries adopt to achieve social justice, reduce
poverty, and enhance social stability. These programs play a pivotal role in achieving the sustainable
development goals approved by the United Nations for the year 2030 AD, which include eliminating poverty,
providing quality education, gender equality, and ensuring access to health and well-being services. Given this
increasing importance, focusing on the legal frameworks that govern and support these programs is an urgent

necessity to ensure their effectiveness and sustainability.

1.1.Research problem:

The research problem revolves around an important question: How effective are the legal frameworks
for social protection programs in promoting social justice and achieving sustainable development? It consists
of a group of sub-questions, which are:

a) What are the most important legal frameworks that regulate social protection programs?
b) How do legal frameworks contribute to achieving social justice?
¢) Whatis the relationship between legal frameworks and sustainable development?

d) What are the most prominent challenges facing current legal frameworks and how can they be

developed?

1.2. Importance of the study:

The importance of the study is due to the theoretical dimension, which is highlighting the relationship
between legal legislation and social justice, and the practical dimension, which is analyzing how laws
contribute to improving the efficiency of social protection programs, supporting policies and providing

recommendations to improve legal frameworks to ensure the achievement of sustainable development goals.

1.3. Study objectives:

The study aims to:

a) Analysis of legal frameworks for social protection programs in developing countries.
b) Study the role of these frameworks in promoting social justice.
) Evaluating the contribution of legal frameworks to achieving sustainable development goals.

d) Reviewing the legal challenges facing the social protection system.
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e) Providing proposals to develop legal frameworks to enhance the efficiency of social protection and

achieve its objectives.
1.4.Research methodology:

The descriptive and analytical approach was used to study the legal frameworks in force in various
countries and analyze how they are applied, and the comparative approach was used to compare the legal
frameworks for social protection in international and local experiences in organizing social protection
programs. The deductive approach was also used to extract solutions and proposals that would develop the

legal frameworks for social protection and achieve the desired goals.

1.5. Search structure:

The study was divided into two sections. The first section dealt with the concept of social protection and
the legal frameworks associated with it, which dealt with the definition of social protection and its objectives,
and the legal frameworks for social protection at the national and international levels. The second section dealt
with the role of social protection in promoting social justice and sustainable development, which dealt with the
concept of social justice and sustainable development, and social protection programs as a tool for achieving
social justice and sustainable development. The third section dealt with the challenges of legal frameworks for
social protection programs and proposals for developing them, and dealt with the challenges facing achieving
social justice and sustainable development through social protection, proposals for developing legal
frameworks to enhance social justice and sustainable development, and then the conclusion includes the

results and recommendations, and a list of references that were used in writing the research.
2. The first section: The concept of social protection and the legal frameworks associated with it

Social protection is the basic pillar on which the social contract is based, embodying the bonds of give
and take and solidarity among members of society. Without it, societies, regardless of their level of
development, will be unable to achieve social cohesion, ensure prosperity, and preserve the dignity of their

citizens.

Humanity relied on a set of mechanisms that aim to protect individuals from the risks of need and want,
before the emergence of social security systems in their modern form and social protection systems in general.
Among these systems are the social cooperation system, the commercial insurance system, the social

remediation system, and the social assistance system. Therefore, this topic can be divided into two
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requirements in which the researcher reviews: the definition of social protection and its objectives as a first
requirement, the legal frameworks for social protection at the national and international levels (Zamzam, 2021,

p.107).
2.1. The first requirement: definition of social protection and its objectives
2.1.1. First: Definition of social protection

The term unanimous protection consists of two words, each with a different meaning, namely the term
protection and the term social. Therefore, the meaning of each term will be determined separately, and then

the intended meaning of the combined term (social protection) will be determined.

a) Definition of protection in language: Protection from a source of protection that protects, protection
and protection, so he is a protector, and it is said that he protected himself, that is, he protected it, and he
protected something from people, that is, he prevented it from them, and it is said that he took refuge in so-

and-so, that is, he took refuge in him, he asked him for security and care..

b) Definition of social language: Social is a noun that is attributed to a meeting, and from the verb to
collect, to gather together is a gathering, and it is said on the day of gathering: that is, the Day of Resurrection,
and it is said that social affairs are social services: that is, related to serving the group or society.

https://www.almaany.com/ar).

c) Definition of social protection in terms: The Ministry of Social Solidarity defined social protection as:
“an integrated set of measures taken by states in order to provide a minimum level of protection for the
economic, social and environmental risks faced by families or individuals, especially vulnerable groups, and to
make basic social services available to all in belief in the principles of equal opportunities and social justice”
(The official website of the Ministry of Social Solidarity) The Universal Declaration of Human Rights defines the
right to social protection as: “Every person has the right to a standard of living sufficient to guarantee the health
and well-being of himself and his family, especially in terms of food, clothing, housing, medical care, and
necessary social services. He has the right to security from distress in cases of unemployment, illness, disability,
widowhood, old age, or other circumstances beyond his control that deprive him of his means of livelihood.”

(Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights).

The concept of social protection is defined as a group of services and mechanisms that are organized with
the aim of helping individuals and groups achieve appropriate levels of health and living, in addition to
strengthening personal and social relationships, enabling them to develop their capabilities and adapt their

standard of life to their actual needs.
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From the above, social protection can be divided into three main systems:

a) Contribution-based social protection: It includes social insurance and comprehensive health

insurance, with the beneficiary bearing part of the cost.

b) Non-contributory social protection: It aims to support poor and vulnerable groups through programs

such as conditional and unconditional cash transfers, social assistance, and food support programs.

c) Labor market programs: Active programs include policies aimed at integrating job seekers into the
labor market, such as training, small enterprise development, and wage support, and inactive programs, which
include providing unemployment benefits and early retirement programs.

Itis noted that many previous concepts of social protection agree that they aim to provide an acceptable
level of livelihood and protection from risks, and the concept of social protection has evolved from relief efforts
that rely on providing subsidies to the groups most in need to a human rights orientation that considers social
protection an integral part of the right to development, as one of the most important human rights in

accordance with the United Nations Declaration on the Right to Development of 1986.
2.1.2. Second: Social protection objectives

Social protection refers to an integrated set of policies and programs designed to reduce and effectively
address the impacts of poverty and vulnerability that individuals may face throughout their lives. These policies

aim to ensure that individuals have access to:

a) Family compensation, maternity protection, unemployment compensation, work-related injury

compensation, sickness benefit, health protection, old-age pension, disability pension, survivor’s pension.

b) Commitmentto providing acceptable standards of living for all citizens that guarantees them protection
from risks, promoting dynamic, cohesive and stable societies by increasing equity and security, enhancing

social cohesion, developing social support programs in light of economic reform programmers.
¢) Working to make growth more efficient and sustainable.

The objectives of social protection are represented in several functions, which are as follows:

a) Protective function: Providing cash or in-kind support to disadvantaged groups to alleviate

deprivation.

b) Preventive function: Reducing the possibility of falling into poverty through social insurance systems

and savings funds.
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¢) Promotive function: Strengthening individual capabilities and empowering individuals to obtain

decent work and a fair income.
d) Transformative function: Focus on achieving social justice, inclusion and empowerment.

2.2. The second requirement: legal frameworks for social protection

Social protection is one of the mostimportant mechanisms adopted by countries to achieve social justice
and enhance economic stability. The legal frameworks that regulate social protection reflect the state’s
commitment to guaranteeing the rights of individuals and groups, especially the most vulnerable groups, such

as irregular workers, children, the elderly, and people with disabilities.

The right to social protection is one of the rights rooted in international law. This principle was affirmed
in the Villa Delphia Declaration relating to the goals and purposes of the International Labor Organization.
Accordingly, the United Nations issued many international declarations and charters aimed at strengthening
the philosophy of thought and systems of social security as a form of social protection at the global level.

Among the most important things issued in this regard are:

a) Universal Declaration of Human Rights: The Declaration included a number of principles related to
social welfare, including Article (22): “Every person, as a member of society, has the right to social security, and
to achieve, through national effort and international cooperation and in accordance with the systems and
resources of each state, the economic, social and educational rights that are indispensable for his dignity and
the free development of his personality.” Article (23): “Every person has the right to work and has the freedom
to choose work with just and satisfactory conditions. He also has the right to protection from unemployment.
Every individual who works has the right to a just and satisfactory wage that guarantees for him and his family
a life worthy of human dignity, to which other means of social protection may be added, if necessary.” Article
(25): “Every person has the right to a standard of living adequate to maintain the health and well-being of
himself and his family, which includes nutrition, clothing, housing, and medical care, as well as the necessary
social services. He has the right to secure his livelihood in cases of unemployment, illness, disability,
widowhood, old age, and other loss of the means of livelihood as a result of circumstances beyond his control.

Maternity and childhood have the right to special assistance and care.

b) Declaration of the Rights of the Child: This declaration was issued by the United Nations General
Assembly on November 20, 1959, and includes in particular the fourth principle, which states: “Children shall

enjoy the benefits of social security.”
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c) International Labor Convention: This agreement was issued under No. 102 of 1952 and entered into
force in 1957 AD. It was tasked with clarifying the minimum limits that the signatory countries adhere to when
issuing social insurance laws and enumerated the risks that must be covered as follows: illness (health
insurance), compensation for lostincome due to cessation of work, unemployment, old age, work injuries and
occupational diseases, birth, disability, death, family burdens.

3. The second topic: The role of social protection in promoting social justice and sustainable

development

Social protection contributes to reducing social and economic gaps and providing support to the neediest
groups. Itis not limited to merely providing aid, but rather aims to empower individuals, improve their quality
of life, and guarantee their basic rights to health, education, and decent work. In light of the increasing global
economic and social challenges, social protection has emerged as a pivotal mechanism for achieving a balance
between economic development and social justice, which enhances the stability of societies and establishes a
sustainable environment in which equity and inclusion prevail. From the above, the researcher divides this
study into two requirements: The first requirement includes the concept of justice. Social and sustainable
development, the second requirement includes social protection programs as a tool to achieve social justice

and sustainable development.
3.1. The first requirement: the concept of social justice and sustainable development
3.1.1. First: the concept of social justice

There is no unified definition of the concept of social justice, as it is viewed as a comprehensive concept
that extends beyond the legal framework to include economic, social, and cultural aspects. Some believe that
social justice embodies the fair distribution of national wealth, while others link it to ensuring access to a fair
wage and equal job opportunities. There are those who describe it as the right to access basic social services
such as education, health, and housing, ensuring equal opportunities and achieving equality among all
members of society and the concept of social justice refers to the process of ensuring that individuals perform
their societal roles and obtain what they seek from society. Some call it global and social equality and economic

justice. (Dean, 2024, p. 3).

Social justice is defined as the state in which equality and fairness are achieved and injustice, exploitation

and oppression are eliminated, in addition to the absence of deprivation of wealth or power, or both. Under
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this state, the manifestations of poverty, marginalization and social exclusion disappear, and socially
unacceptable differences between individuals are abolished, so that everyone enjoys equal economic, social,

political and environmental rights while ensuring equal freedoms. (Al-lssawi, 2014, p. 96).

Social justice includes a general feeling of fairness, solidarity, and interdependence among members of
society, while providing equal opportunities for all to develop their abilities and unleash their energies in a way
that serves the interests of the individual and society. It also guarantees protection from manifestations of

economic exploitation and dependency on any other society.

When these principles are achieved in a society, it can be described as a just society that is based on the
foundations of equality, which is considered the essence of citizenship. This society also reflects the values of

social solidarity and respect for human rights, freedoms and dignity, which enhances its cohesion and stability.

It is noted that opinions differ on the definition of social justice and its dimensions, but they intersect in
their agreement that economic and social rights represent the core of this concept. Social justice is concerned
with ensuring that the basic needs of individuals are met and promoting equality of opportunities in a way that

achieves a balance between rights and duties within society.
3.1.2. Second: The concept of sustainable development

The term sustainable development first appeared as a response to the environmental and social
challenges that emerged as a result of rapid economic expansion with growing concern about the depletion of
natural resources and environmental degradation. This concept was formally defined in the “Our Common
Future” reportissued by the World Commission on Environment and Development in 1987, also known as the
“Brundtland Report.” The report highlighted the importance of balancing economic growth, environmental

protection, and achieving social justice as pillars.

Sustainable development can be defined as the process of meeting the needs of current generations
without harming the ability of future generations to meet their needs. This concept reflects a commitment to
achieving social justice across generations through the equitable distribution of natural resources and wealth,
while avoiding their depletion or misuse by the current generation in a way that negatively affects future

generations.
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Sustainable development aims to improve the quality of life and ensure long-term economic growth by

adopting the best resource management strategies to ensure their sustainability (Al-Bandari, 2023, p. 16).

Achieving social justice necessarily requires sustainable development that responds to economic, social,
and environmental needs in a balanced manner. Conversely, sustainable development aims to enhance social
justice by ensuring the fair distribution of wealth, rights, and costs among individuals, whether at present or in
the future. Accordingly, social justice and sustainable development are viewed as two sides of the same coin,
as each complements the other. Both seek to achieve a balance between social equity, sustainability of

resources, and equal distribution of opportunities and rights among all generations.

We conclude from the definition of social justice and sustainable development that there is a close
connection and inextricable relationship between them. Sustainable development contributes to achieving
permanent social justice that includes all generations without sacrificing the interests of one generation at the

expense of another.

3.2. The second requirement: Social protection programs as a tool for achieving social justice and

sustainable development

Social protection is considered a major axis in achieving the goals of sustainable development and to
consolidate the principle of social justice and build a society in which fairness, equality and non-discrimination
prevail. Social capital constitutes a pivotal element in building society and an essential basis for the sustainable
development process. The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, specifically sub-goal 1.3, have
emphasized the necessity of “developing appropriate social protection systems and measures at the national
level for all, and setting minimum limits for them, while ensuring comprehensive health coverage for the poor

and vulnerable groups by 2030.”

This is parallel to the focus on eliminating hunger in Goal 2 by improving child nutrition and eliminating
all forms of malnutrition, and interest in universal health coverage is also evident in Goal 3 on good health and

well-being.

In addition, the close link between decent work and social protection is highlighted in Goal 8, which calls
for strengthening development policies that support productive activities and providing decent job
opportunities, while ensuring full and productive employment for women and men. Special attention was also

given to the category of young people who are not engaged in work, education or training through the goal of
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reducing their percentage by 2020. Goal 10 focused on reducing inequality between and within countries by

adopting financial, wages, and social protection policies that gradually enhance social justice.

In this context, a radical shift occurred in the philosophy of social protection, its programs, and its target
groups, as the focus moved from a relief approach aimed at providing temporary assistance to vulnerable
groups to a human rights approach that establishes social protection as a human right that must be guaranteed
to all individuals. The “Social Protection Platform” launched by the International Labor Organization in 2012
reflected this shift by considering social protection as a path to achieving social justice and sustainable

development.

We conclude from the above that comprehensive social protection constitutes a fundamental pillar for
achieving a set of sustainable development goals set by the United Nations, as there is no way to eradicate

poverty, reduce disparity, or achieve gender equality unless such protection is available.

4. The third section: challenges of legal frameworks for social protection programs and proposals for

developing them

Billions of people still lack the necessary social protection in all parts of the world; despite the progress
that countries have achieved that deserves all appreciation. However, in the absence of social protection, these
people are vulnerable to the horrors of poverty, inequality, and social exclusion throughout their lives.
Therefore, the solution lies in providing social protection for all. Despite the efforts made, the legal frameworks
face challenges such as weak implementation or lack of financial resources necessary to ensure comprehensive
social protection. Gaps also appear in coverage of informal groups or those who work in unstable conditions,
so the researcher divided this research has two requirements: the first requirement is the challenges facing
achieving social justice and sustainable development through social protection, and the second requirement
Proposals to develop legal frameworks for social protection to enhance social justice and sustainable

development

4.1. The first requirement: The challenges facing achieving social justice and sustainable

development through social protection

Social challenges, such as unemployment, especially among young people, and health and education
problems, are among the fundamental obstacles that complicate efforts to confront environmental challenges.

Poverty among workers and poor quality of jobs continue to represent suffering for hundreds of millions of
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individuals worldwide. Moreover, the severe lack of basic social protection exacerbates the vulnerability of
vulnerable groups, making them more vulnerable to the negative effects of environmental and economic

shocks.(Aliwa, 2023, p. 669).

Addressing these social challenges is a necessary step to enhance the ability to adapt to environmental
and economic changes, and to ensure the achievement of sustainable and comprehensive development. This
research aims to shed light on the most prominent challenges that hinder the achievement of social justice and

sustainable development through social protection, which are as follows:

a) Theinformal economy and the lack of universal coverage: The informal economy is considered one
of the main problems facing many countries in the field of social protection, as it is not subject to regulation or
state control, which leads to the exacerbation of the phenomenon of tax evasion. This economy represents a
double challenge. On the one hand, it causes a deficit in the state’s financial resources through a decrease in
tax revenues and social contributions, and on the other hand, it deprives its workers of their basic rights, such
as health coverage in cases of illness or obtaining a pension upon reaching retirement age. Moreover, the
informal economy reflects negatively on the national economy in general, as itis considered a parallel economy
from which it does not benefit the state as much as it burdens it. It weakens the competitiveness of the
Moroccan economy at the global level, and deprives the state of important financial resources that affect its

ability to finance social protection policies and ensure their sustainability (Zamzam, p. 118).

b) Lack of financial resources: Many countries - especially developing countries - suffer from a scarcity
of financial resources necessary to expand the scope of social protection, which leads to weak coverage of the
most vulnerable groups, as International Labor Organization (ILO) reports indicate that nearly half of the

world’s population lacks any form of social protection.

c) Gaps in policy and implementation: Despite the existence of clear legal frameworks and policies for
social protection, implementation often faces challenges due to weak governance and inefficiency of
administrative bodies. This leads to a lack of effective access to services to eligible groups, which weakens the

impact of the policies followed.

d) Demographic changes: Demographic change poses a major challenge to social protection systems,
especially with the increasing proportion of the elderly in some countries and the high rates of unemployment
among young people in other countries. This requires an increase in financing and expanding the scope of
coverage to meet the needs of different groups, which constitutes additional pressure on state resources (OECD

report).
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e) Climate changes and natural disasters: Climate changes directly affect the most vulnerable groups,
as they increase the risks of poverty and economic fragility, and social protection systems suffer from
insufficient preparedness to deal with the effects of environmental disasters, such as displacement and loss of

sources of income (Jgrgensen, 2001).

f) Climate changes and natural disasters: Climate changes directly affect the most vulnerable groups,
as they increase the risks of poverty and economic fragility, and social protection systems suffer from
insufficient preparedness to deal with the effects of environmental disasters, such as displacement and loss of

sources of income (World Bank report “Climate Change and Poverty”, 2018).

g) Poverty and poor quality of jobs: Persistent poverty and poor quality of jobs remain among the most
prominent challenges facing social protection, as millions of workers live in conditions that lack job security
and social rights. This situation deepens economic gaps and weakens the ability of social protection to achieve

justice. (ILO report, “Decent work and social protection”, 2020).

h) Lack of coordination between sectoral policies: Some countries lack effective coordination between
social, economic and environmental policies, which leads to conflicting goals and difficulty achieving
sustainable development. This lack of coordination limits the ability of social protection to address challenges
comprehensively. (UN report, “Sustainable development and social protection”, 2019).

4.2. The second requirement: Proposals to develop legal frameworks for social protection in a way

that enhances social justice and sustainable development

Achieving social justice and sustainable development is not limited to adhering to the provisions of the
Constitution, but rather requires adopting clear directions in public policy that reflect the state’s bias towards
achieving this basic requirement. To achieve this, it becomes necessary to reconsider economic policies to
ensure their effectiveness in promoting justice. It is not possible to rely on an open market economy without
social controls or directives, nor can the state be limited to the role of passive observer of economic activity,
withoutintervening to create balance and support marginalized social groups that do not receive adequate care

by institutions and companies of a profit-making nature.

In this context, it is necessary to adopt a new economic perspective that balances achieving economic
development and promoting social justice. The social market economy is an appropriate model for achieving
this balance, as it aims to combine profitable economic goals with social and political goals at the same time.
This perspective is characterized by a focus on developing human resources, sustaining their training and

supporting economic growth while protecting the environment and ensuring the rights of future generations.
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Some proposals can be put forward to develop social protection programs to promote social

justice and sustainable development:

a) Adopting legislation to ensure comprehensive social protection: Comprehensive social protection
requires the establishment of laws requiring coverage of all social groups, including workers in the informal
economy. To achieve this, these workers must be integrated into the retirement and health insurance systems
through simplified registration mechanisms, while providing financial incentives that encourage their

participation in these systems.

b) Strengthening the legal frameworks for compulsory social insurance: Legislation related to
compulsory social insurance should be updated to expand its scope to include self-employed people, workers
in the informal sector, and immigrants. This can be implemented through the establishment of special social
funds aimed at providing the necessary support to these groups and ensuring the continuity of their coverage

within social insurance systems.

c) Enacting laws that promote justice between generations: To keep pace with the principles of
sustainable development, itis proposed to develop legislation that focuses on intergenerational justice through
sustainable management of natural resources. These laws include allocating a portion of national revenues to
invest in environmental and health projects, ensuring the sustainability of those resources for the benefit of

future generations.

d) Develop legislation to protect vulnerable groups during crises: The ability of countries to confront
economic and environmental crises should be strengthened by enacting laws requiring the establishment of
social emergency funds. These funds are allocated to support the unemployed and the most vulnerable groups
during crises, while including legal provisions that allow the expansion of social protection programs to

confront exceptional circumstances.

e) Digitization of social protection services: The current stage requires enhancing digitization in the
provision of social protection services through legislation requiring the creation of unified national databases.
This digitization contributes to improving the precise identification of beneficiaries, reducing corruption, and

accelerating the pace of providing social services.

f) Developing legislation to promote gender equality: To ensure comprehensive justice, it is proposed
to develop laws requiring the end of gender disparities in social protection systems, including ensuring equality
in pensions, providing special support to women working in the informal sectors, and strengthening the rights

of working mothers by improving working conditions.
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g) Integrating social protection with the sustainable development goals: Legislation should be
formulated with a strategic vision that links social protection with sustainable development goals. This is
achieved by designing social programs that focus on issues of poverty, education, and health, taking into
account climate change, such as legislation requiring the integration of protection policies with environmental

conservation plans.

h) Encouraging partnership between the public and private sectors: Strengthening social protection
requires the involvement of the private sector through laws that encourage large companies to finance social
projects or provide insurance programs at subsidized prices for vulnerable groups. This partnership includes

inancing initiatives or training programs that support the state’s social goals.
fi g initiat t g prog that support the state’ [ goal

5. Conclusion:

At the conclusion of this research, it can be said that social protection constitutes one of the basic pillars
for achieving social justice and sustainable development, as it contributes to providing a social safety net that
guarantees the rights of individuals and alleviates poverty and marginalization. In this research, we have
discussed the legal frameworks that govern social protection, and reviewed its effective role in achieving

development goals, in addition to the challenges facing the application of these frameworks.

We found that existing legislation needs further development and modernization to keep pace with rapid
social and economic changes, which contributes to ensuring the effective implementation of these programs.
The study also confirmed that achieving social justice and sustainable development requires integrating legal

frameworks with state policies and achieving coordination between the various sectors concerned.

Through this study, we presented practical proposals to develop legal frameworks in a way that enhances
their efficiency in achieving social protection goals, with a focus on the importance of updating laws and

activating oversight mechanisms, to ensure that targeted groups benefit fairly and effectively.

In the end, promoting social justice and community development remains a common goal for all

countries. To achieve this, social protection must be an essential part of

public policies built on strong and flexible legal foundations. This study included the following most

important findings and recommendations:
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5.1. Results:

a) Social justice can be viewed from two main angles. The first represents basic and direct demands - such
as ensuring fair work and adequate wages that achieve the minimum requirements for a decent living - while
the second angle is broader and includes achieving comprehensive social security, free education, and

guaranteeing the right to work for all.

b) Social justice represents a fundamental focus of demands for change and reform, as it reflects the urgent
need to address previous failures in achieving sustainable development based on the foundations of social
justice. Despite the challenges, achieving social justice is possible if the necessary political will is available,

which should be represented in government policies and programs aimed at change.

c) The absence of activating legal and institutional procedures capable of translating legal texts into

tangible rights and services makes them mere theoretical principles that cannot be verified in practice.

5.2. Recommendations:

a) ldentify unacceptable levels of risk and deprivation for citizens to ensure effective, implementable and

sustainable policies.

b) Providing protection from risks from new levels of exposure to economic crises, which accompany

structural reform of the economy.

c) Social justice can be achieved within the framework of the existing capitalist economic pattern, as
happened in some capitalist countries, and this can be achieved through policies that respond to basic
demands, such as employing the unemployed and increasing wages as a means of expanding the market and
stimulating the economy, and on a larger scale, more comprehensive policies can be imposed, including
guaranteeing the right to work, providing comprehensive social coverage, and ensuring free education, which

enhances distributional justice and ensures that the basic needs of society are met.
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Abstract:

In an age of unprecedented global interconnectedness, Muslim societies face intensified challenges to their
intellectual and spiritual integrity. This paper examines intellectual deviation—the drift toward extremist,
heretical, or morally ungrounded thought—as a critical threat in the era of globalization and explores its
causes, impacts, and remedies through the lens of Magasid al-Shari‘ah al-Islamiyyah (the higher objectives of
Islamic law). It situates intellectual deviation as the antithesis of "intellectual security”, a concept grounded in
the Qur'an and Prophetic tradition that aims to preserve sound reasoning and authentic religious

understanding.

The study identifies how globalization’s forces-from digital media and cultural homogenization to socio-
political grievances-have exacerbated vulnerabilities to deviant ideologies. It analyzes the causes of intellectual
deviation, including educational gaps, ideological distortions, and identity crises, and delineates the effects on

individuals, communities, and national security.

Special emphasis is given to practical remedies: educational and policy initiatives inspired by the Maqasid
framework, with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a primary model, supplemented by comparative insights from
Malaysia’s counter-extremism strategies. Saudi Arabia’s multi-faceted efforts-curricular reforms, state-
sponsored intellectual security programs, counter-extremism centers like Etidal (Global Center for Combating
Extremist Ideology), and international collaborations- if they are critically examined for their alignment with

the objectives of preserving faith and intellect.

The paper concludes that safeguarding intellectual integrity in a globalized world requires a holistic
approach that blends classical Islamic wisdom with contemporary strategies. It ends with recommendations
stressing the integration of Maqasid al-Shart'ah principles into policymaking and educational frameworks to

fortify Muslim intellectual resilience against deviation.

Keywords: Intellectual Deviation; Intellectual Security; Globalization; Maqasid al-Shari‘ah; Saudi Arabia;

Extremism; Remedies.
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Introduction

In an increasingly globalized world, Muslim societies face complex challenges in preserving their
intellectual and spiritual integrity. Intellectual deviation — the drift away from sound, orthodox Islamic
thought towards extremism or ideological misguidance — has become a critical concern in the age of
globalization. Scholars observe that globalization accelerates cross-cultural flows of information and values,

which, while enriching, can also destabilize traditional belief frameworks (Bakkar, 2001).

This destabilization manifests in phenomena like violent extremism, sectarianism, and the dilution of
Islamic identity. Indeed, researchers have noted that Western media’s often distorted portrayal of Islam
contributes to a sense of siege among Muslims and can fuel radicalization as a reaction (Graziano, 2017)). At
the same time, the penetration of secular and commercial values through neoliberal globalization can erode

religious commitment, creating an intellectual void that may be filled by deviantinterpretations (Bakkar, 2001).

Some believe that modern Islamic thought resorts of Magqasid al-Shariah al-Islamiyyah (the higher
objectives of Islamic law) as a means to analyze and address this crisis. Scholars argue that modern Islamic
thought increasingly employs Magqasid al-Shariah to address contemporary crises (Auda 2008; Kamali 2012;

al-Raysuni 2005).

The Magqasid al-Shariah, which include the preservation of faith, life, intellect, lineage, and property, provide
an ethical and legal compass to evaluate contemporary issues. By examining intellectual deviation through the
lens of maqasid, Muslim scholars aim to identify root causes, assess the multifaceted impacts on the community
(from spiritual confusion to social instability), and develop remedies grounded in Islamic principles of welfare

(maslahah) and justice (Auda 2008; Kamali 2012).

This paper employs a qualitative analytical approach to: (1) explore the causes of intellectual deviation in
the globalization era; (2) examine the effects of such deviation on Muslim societies and global perceptions of
Islam; and (3) propose remedies informed by Maqasid al-Shariah. Each section draws on classical Islamic
scholarship and contemporary academic studies to ensure a thorough and authentic analysis. By rooting the
discussion in primary sources and trusted research — including works from institutions like IlIT and academic
presses (Oxford, Cambridge, Brill) — the study maintains a scholarly rigor and relevance. As will be shown,

applying the Magqasid al-Shariah framework allows for solutions that are not only theologically sound but
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also contextually effective, aiming to restore intellectual balance (al-wasatiyyah) and security in an age of

global change (Auda 2008; Kamali 2012).
Research Problem and Questions

This study addresses a critical and underexplored issue: the rise of intellectual deviation—manifested as
extremism, ideological distortion, and identity crises—within Muslim societies under the pressures of
globalization. While previous research has separately addressed extremism, globalization, or religious reform,
few studies have comprehensively examined this phenomenon through the integrative lens of Magqasid al-

Shart‘ah. This gap warrants a focused investigation.
Accordingly, this paper seeks to answer the following research questions:

1.What are the root causes of intellectual deviation in Muslim societies in the context of globalization?
2.What are the theological, social, and political effects of such deviation?
3.How can Magasid al-Shari'ah be employed to propose authentic and effective remedies?

Significance of the Study

This study contributes to contemporary Islamic thought by offering a systematic, magasid-based framework
to understand and counter intellectual deviation. It highlights the relevance of classical Islamic principles to
modern crises and seeks to support policymakers, educators, and scholars in safeguarding intellectual security,

thus strengthening Muslim identity and promoting social harmony in an age of ideological fragmentation.
Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative analytical methodology rooted in the normative and interpretive
traditions of Islamic scholarship. It employs the framework of Magqasid al-Shari‘ah al-Islamiyyah (higher
objectives of Islamic law) as both a conceptual and evaluative lens to analyze the phenomenon of intellectual
deviation in the age of globalization. The research is non-empirical in nature and relies primarily on textual
analysis of authoritative Islamic sources, classical jurisprudential writings, and contemporary scholarly

contributions.
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The sources include:

e Primary Islamic texts (the Qur'an and Sunnah),
¢ Classical works by scholars such as al-Ghazal, Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, and Ibn ‘Ashar,

* Modern academic literature from recognized institutions and authors in the fields of Islamic studies,
political science, media, and sociology.

The analysis is structured thematically, addressing (1) the conceptual foundations of intellectual deviation
and intellectual security; (2) the causes and effects of deviation in contemporary Muslim societies; and (3)
proposed remedies derived from the maqasid framework. Case studies from Saudi Arabia and Malaysia are
used illustratively to examine practical applications of intellectual security policies and counter-extremism

strategies.

The methodological orientation of this research is also interpretive, reflecting the Islamic tradition of
ijtihad (independent reasoning), particularly in the application of maqasid theory to diagnose contemporary
challenges and recommend actionable responses. The study maintains a historical-analytical approach,

engaging with both classical jurisprudential legacies and contemporary global realities.
Conceptual Framework: Magqasid al-Shariah and Intellectual Integrity

To address intellectual deviation, itis essential to understand the Islamic conceptual framework that defines
sound thinking and its deviation. Maqasid al-Shariah refers to the overarching objectives or intents of Islamic
law, traditionally enumerated as the preservation of religion (hifz al-din), life (hifz al-nafs), intellect (hifz al-
‘aql), lineage (hifz al-nasl), and property (hifz al-mal) (Al-Ghazali, 1997; Ibn Ashur, 2006; Auda, 2008). These
objectives were articulated by classical scholars such as Al-Ghazali and Al-Shatibi, and later refined by modern

scholars like Ibn Ashur.

Crucially, preservation of intellect (hifz al-‘aql) is identified as a core maqsad, underscoring that
safeguarding sound reasoning and knowledge is a fundamental aim of the Shariah. Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya (d.
1350) emphasized this point by framing intellectual security itself as a maqsad of Shariah: he argues that
protecting the integrity of the mind requires shielding society from fitan al-fikr (ideological tribulations) and
refuting heretical ideas (radd ‘ala al-bida’) that corrupt faith and morals. In other words, ensuring that Islamic

beliefs and thought remain on a correct, moderate path is part and parcel of the divine intent of Islamic law (Ibn
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Qayyim, 1991, Vol. 2, p. 256). By extension, intellectual deviation — any significant departure from this sound

path — represents a failure to uphold the maqasid related to intellect and religion.

Intellectual deviation in Islamic discourse can take multiple forms. One form is excessive literalism or
extremism (ghuluw) in religious interpretation, leading to militant ideologies such as those propagated by the
Khawarij of old or modern terrorist groups. Another form is secularist or materialist deviation, wherein

individuals abandon religious guidance entirely under the influence of alien philosophies.

In essence, deviation means straying from the balanced, normative understanding of Islam towards one of
two extremes: fanatic zealotry or neglectful irreligiosity (Ibrahim, Awang, & Abdul Majid, 2013). The Qur'an
and Sunnah set clear warnings against both extremes, championing instead the principle of wasatiyyah
(moderation). The Qur’an describes the Muslim community as “a justly balanced nation” (ummatan wasatan)
(Qur'an 2:143), and the Prophet #5 cautioned, “Beware of extremism in religion, for it destroyed those before
you” (Narrated in Musnad Ahmad) — admonitions which highlight moderation as a virtue and deviation as a
danger. According to a study by Ismail etal. (2021), the Quranic concept of intellectual security is tied to tawhid
(the oneness of God) and istigamah (steadfastness on the straight path); this implies that maintaining correct
belief and a stable mindset is seen as a divinely ordained obligation. When beliefs waver or become corrupted
— either through fanatical excess or through dilution by un-Islamic ideologies — it violates these principles of
steadfastness and divine guidance. Contemporary researchers thus define intellectual security as the state of
being sound in thought and belief, whereas intellectual deviation denotes a loss of that soundness,

manifesting as instability in ideas or infiltration of deviant notions (Ismail et al., 2021, p. 182).

Crucially, Maqasid al-Shariah provides a lens to evaluate and respond to intellectual deviation. For example,
Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Ashur (d. 1973), a pioneer of modern magasid theory, reimagined the maqasid to
address contemporary issues of the Muslim world . In his treatise Maqasid al-Shari'ah al-Islamiyyah, Ibn Ashur
affirms that protecting the intellect (hifz al-‘aql) is essential for combating ideological extremism. He contends
that when this maqsad is neglected, the door opens to destructive interpretations of Islam that undermine the
faith’s humane and rational character (Ibn Ashur, 2006, p. 251). Thus, any ideology that promotes irrational
violence or rejects established religious ethics would violate the maqasid. Conversely, approaches that nurture
wisdom, knowledge, and balanced reasoning fulfill the Shariah’s intent. Modern scholars building on Ibn

Ashur’s framework (such as Tariq Ramadan and Jasser Auda) emphasize that magqasid-oriented ijtihad

JiL Scientific Research Center — Jil Journal of Human and Social Sciences - Issue 117 — July 2025




2025 _ guadu - 117 aaaadl onbitl| | i 32 00

. >
ory, -
O Human and S°

ISSN 2311-5181

(independent juristic reasoning) enables Muslims to derive responses to new challenges while staying true to
the ethical objectives of Islam. A maqasid approach prioritizes outcomes that uphold justice, mercy, and
public welfare (maslahah) over rigid adherence to literal precedent. This is particularly relevant in countering
intellectual deviation: rather than responding to extremist arguments with equally inflexible rigidity, the
magqasid framework calls for wise balancing — for example, valuing the preservation of life and honor over a
narrow enforcement of punishments, or prioritizing the spirit of the law (which seeks mercy and guidance) over

hyper-literal readings that extremists often exploit (Auda, 2008, p. 75; Abou El Fadl, 2005, p. 32).

However, the conceptual baseline for this study is that Islam inherently seeks to safeguard the integrity of
the intellect and faith of its followers. Intellectual deviation represents a breakdown in that safeguard. By
utilizing Magqasid al-Shariah, particularly the objectives of preserving religion and intellect and promoting
justice and mercy, Muslim scholars can diagnose where and how such deviation occurs and chart a pathway
back to intellectual salama (soundness). The next sections will apply this framework to analyze the causes and
effects of intellectual deviation in the contemporary, globalized context, before proposing maqasid-informed
remedies. Every step of the analysis will be buttressed by scholarly sources — from classical jurists like Ibn

Qayyim to modern researchers — to ensure an authentic and comprehensive understanding of the issue.
Causes of Intellectual Deviation in a Globalized Era

Understanding why intellectual deviation arises today requires examining a nexus of religious, social, and
political factors intensified by globalization. The causes of deviant ideologies are multifaceted, involving both
internal dynamics within Muslim discourse and external pressures of a rapidly changing world. Below, we

discuss key categories of causes, each supported by scholarly analysis.
1. Misinterpretation of Religious Teachings and Loss of Authority

A primary cause of intellectual deviation is the misinterpretation of Islamic teachings, often due to a
breakdown of traditional scholarly authority. Globalization has democratized religious knowledge — via the
internet and mass media — allowing unqualified voices to propagate extreme views. Lacking the guidance of
trained scholars (‘ulama’), some individuals fall prey to simplistic and literalist readings of scripture that ignore
context and maqasid (the higher objectives) (Abou El Fadl, 2005). Khaled Abou El Fadl notes that extremist
ideologues often present themselves as authentic interpreters while cherry-picking evidence to support rigid,

exclusionary rules, thus wresting interpretive authority away from the centrist scholarly tradition (Abou El Fadl,
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2005, p. 3). This phenomenon revives what classical scholars identified as ghuluw fid-din (excess in religion).
For instance, groups influenced by Kharijite-like thinking declare other Muslims infidels over minor
differences — a deviation stemming from text without context. Abou El Fadl (2001) argues that such
interpretations betray the purposes of the Lawgiver, which prioritize mercy and justice, and instead turn
religion into a tool of coercion. When mercy (rahmah) and equity (‘adl) — identified by the Prophet & as core

values — are absent, the resulting doctrine is deviant by Islamic standards (Abou El Fadl, 2001, pp- 49-50).

Equally problematic is the erosion of legitimate religious authority. Traditionally, Muslim communities
looked to learned jurists and institutions (e.g. Al-Azhar, Ottoman shaykh al-Islam, etc.) for guidance. Today,
those structures are weakened or mistrusted by some youth, who turn instead to charismatic preachers on
satellite TV or YouTube. Many of these preachers lack depth in figh and usal (jurisprudence and its principles),

. . . . . " . 4 M M
propagating a sensationalist or puritan message. This “do-it-yourself” Islam can engender deviation; as
Mohammad H. Kamali observes, isolation from scholarly consensus (ijjma’) often leads to eccentric and

extreme positions, since the balancing mechanisms of tradition are absent .

A recent PhD study in Jordan by Alaa Anwar Dino (2017) found that private school principals were
concerned about unregulated religious content online leading students to question mainstream teachings. In
the absence of a guiding authority, youth may either embrace ultra-liberal interpretations that strip Islam of its
moral power or ultra-conservative interpretations that make it unrecognizably harsh — both being forms of
deviation. Essentially, lack of proper religious guidance and the rise of self-styled “scholars” are significant

internal causes of deviant thought (Ismail et al., 2021, p. 185).
2. Socio-Political Grievances and Extremist Narratives

Another catalyst for intellectual deviation is the presence of deep socio-political grievances among
Muslim populations. In many cases, extremism feeds on feelings of injustice, marginalization, and oppression.
Political conflicts — such as foreign occupation, authoritarian regimes in Muslim lands, or persecution of
Muslims (e.g‘, Palestine, Kashmir, Rohingya crises) — create anger and despair that unscrupulous groups

channel into radical ideology.

Farhad Khosrokhavar (2017) explains that many who embrace violent extremist ideologies are motivated
not purely by theology, but by a perception that jihadist narratives offer redress for humiliation and a way to

defend the ummah (global Muslim community. The intellectual deviation here lies in absolutizing a politics of
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anger: complex political issues become framed as a cosmic battle of good vs. evil, leading to takfir
(excommunication) and the justification of terrorism. This is a distortion of Islamic teachings on justice and
warfare, which strictly prohibit aggression and targeting innocents (Qur'an 2:190). Yet groups like Al-Qaeda or
ISIS have been able to gain recruits by exploiting political grievances and wrapping them in pseudo-Islamic
rhetoric. The result is politicized extremism — an ideological deviation claiming religious cover. As
Huntington’s controversial “clash of civilizations” thesis gained currency in global politics, some Muslim
extremists sadly internalized a similar binary worldview, believing themselves engaged in an apocalyptic clash.
Graziano (2017) observes that in a global climate fraught with civilizational tension, religion can be

“weaponized” to polarize identities, which is exactly what deviant militant ideologies

Socio-economic deprivation also plays a role. High unemployment, lack of educational opportunities, and
social alienation (especially among immigrant Muslim youth in Western countries) can make extremist groups
appealing as an avenue of empowerment or belonging. Olivier Roy has noted that the radicalization of
European Muslim youth often precedes their religious conversion; that is, their revolt is rooted in social angst
and only later expressed in Islamic terms. While Roy’s thesis is debated, it highlights that social root causes —
not just religious ideas in a vacuum — spur people toward deviant ideologies (Roy, 2017, pp. 15—18). The
Magqasid al-Shariah perspective recognizes the importance of justice (al-‘adl) and wealth distribution in
preventing chaos; when these are absent, fasad (corruption/disorder) spreads. Indeed, great scholars like Ibn
Taymiyyah have stated that God upholds a just government even if unbelieving, but not an unjust government
even if Muslim (Ibn Taymiyyah, 2005, p. 17). Injustices and tyranny thus create fertile ground for intellectual
deviation as people seek religious justification either to rebel violently or, conversely, to passively accept

fatalism (Ibrahim, Awang, & Abdul Majid, 2013).
3. Globalization, Cultural Erosion, and Identity Crisis

Moreover, globalization has amplified the reach of Islamophobic narratives. Biased media portrayals and
political rhetoric, particularly following the events of September 11, 2001, have frequently stigmatized Islam
as inherently violent or intolerant. This process can be understood as a form of "epistemic violence,"” a concept
elaborated by Spivak (1988) to describe how dominant narratives marginalize and silence subaltern voices.
Although Graziano (2017) discusses the geopolitical manipulation of religious identities, the specific term

“epistemic violence" originates from postcolonial theory rather than his work. Empirical evidence supports the
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prevalence of negative perceptions of Islam. For example, a study by Edalati and Redzuan (2018) highlights
that 74% of Europeans associate Islam with extremism, reflecting a broader environment in which Muslims

often feel their faith is under attack.

Similarly, surveys such as those reported by Goodwin (2017) show substantial public support for policies
restricting Muslim immigration, underscoring widespread Islamophobia. This hostile context contributes to
intellectual deviation among Muslims in two major ways: internalizing inferiority, whereby some educated
Muslims distance themselves from Islamic teachings to appear modern and non-threatening, or developing a
siege mentality that justifies hostility toward "the West." Both are distortions of the balanced Islamic stance of
confident and principled engagement with global society. Said (1978) long ago pointed out that Western
Orientalist discourse constructs false caricatures of Islam, leading to misguided Muslim intellectual responses.
In today's climate, Islamophobia can radicalize discourse on all sides. Notably, Ghazali (2018) documents how
anti-Muslim rhetoric and policies have been cited by extremist recruiters as "proof" of a purported global war
against Islam, thereby reinforcing radical narratives. Globalization-induced cultural changes—including
homogenization, commodification, and fragmentation—along with the resulting identity crises, are significant
contributors to intellectual deviation. The Magasid al-Shariah emphasize the preservation of religion (din) and
intellect (‘agl). When globalization pressures cause Muslims either to dilute their religion or to adopt hyper-
zealous postures, these maqasid are undermined. As Bakkar (2001) and others highlight, without proactive
strategies to maintain cultural authenticity and harmonize worldly knowledge with spiritual wisdom,

globalization’s impact can drive Muslim thought toward unhealthy extremes.

Moreover, globalization has amplified the reach of Islamophobic narratives. Biased media portrayals and
political rhetoric (especially post-9/11) frequently stigmatize Islam as inherently violent or intolerant. Such
“epistemic violence” (to borrow Manlio Graziano’s term) deeply affects Muslim self-perception. When 74% of
Europeans, for example, associate Islam with extremism (as one survey-based study cited by Edalati & Redzuan

indicates), it reflects a hostile environment where Muslims constantly feel their faith is under attack.

This context can cause intellectual deviation in two ways: internalizing inferiority (some educated
Muslims may distance themselves from Islamic teachings to appear modern and non-threatening) or
embracing confrontation (others develop a siege mentality that justifies hostility to “the West”). Both are

distortions of the balanced Islamic stance of confident engagement. Edward Said long ago pointed out that
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Western Orientalist discourse creates a false caricature of Islam, and reacting to that caricature rather than the
authentic Islam can mislead Muslim intellectual responses (Said, 1978, pp- 300—301). In today’s climate,
Islamophobia can radicalize discourse on all sides. A striking example is how anti-Muslim policies and rhetoric
in some countries have been cited by terrorist recruiters as “proof” of an alleged war on Islam, thereby

entrenching extremist narratives (Ghazali, 2018).

In sum, globalization-induced cultural changes — homogenization, commodification, fragmentation — and
the identity crises they spark are major contributors to intellectual deviation. The Maqasid al-Shariah stress
preservation of religion and intellect; when globalization pressures lead Muslims to either dilute their religion
or adopt hyper-zealous postures, these magasid are undermined. As Bakkar (2001) and others highlight,
without proactive strategies to maintain cultural authenticity and integrate worldly knowledge with spiritual

wisdom, globalization’s impact can send Muslim thought to unhealthy extremes.
4. Technological and Media Factors

The information revolution, a hallmark of globalization, deserves special mention. Social media and online
platforms have dramatically changed how ideas spread. While this has democratized access to knowledge, it
has also allowed deviant ideologies to proliferate rapidly and globally. Extremist groups have leveraged the
internet to disseminate propaganda that was once confined to fringe circles. The ease of accessing
professionally produced videos or interactive forums means that an isolated individual can now be

indoctrinated entirely online, outside the moderating influence of family, mosque, or local community.

Schmid (2021) notes that terrorist organizations prioritize the "battle of ideas" in cyberspace as critically
important, investing heavily in strategic messaging targeting vulnerable audiences (pp. 20—22). One major
consequence is the phenomenon of self-radicalization, where individuals consume online extremist content,
such as from ISIS, and subsequently act without any formal organizational contact—a clear example of

technology-fueled intellectual deviation.

Social media "echo chambers” exacerbate the problem; recommendation algorithms often feed users
progressively extreme content, reinforcing radical beliefs without exposing them to alternative perspectives

(Dwivedi etal., 2021, p. 5).

On the other hand, the glut of uncontrolled information has led to widespread misinformation and

conspiracy theories within Muslim communities. False news stories about supposed conspiracies against Islam
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or fabricated miracle claims often spread rapidly on messaging apps, sometimes being accepted without
verification due to low media literacy. This not only distorts understanding—Ileading some to adopt paranoid
or superstitious worldviews—but also undermines credible scholarship, as sensationalized fake "Islamic”

content often eclipses authentic academic discourse.

The Qur'an advises, "O you who believe, if a troublemaker brings you news, verify it, lest you harm people
out of ignorance” (Qur'an 49:6, trans. Abdel Haleem, 2004). The negligence of this principle in online spaces is
a documented cause of intellectual confusion. In Indonesia, for example, scholars noted an increase in
extremist sympathies linked to unverified religious content on social media, prompting programs like "Santri
vs. Hoax," which train Islamic boarding school students in fact-checking techniques using methods rooted in

hadith authentication (Rohim, 2020, p. 27).

Furthermore, educational shortcomings in the digital age remain a critical concern. Although access to
information has dramatically increased, the capacity to critically evaluate religious and scientific content has
not kept pace. In particular, a lack of updated curricula that help reconcile Islamic beliefs with modern scientific
and philosophical knowledge can create cognitive dissonance. Some youths, encountering perceived
contradictions between secular education and shallow religious instruction, may swing toward scientism
(abandoning faith as "irrational”) or toward anti-scientific fundamentalism—both indicators of intellectual
imbalance. Kamali (2012) stresses that a holistic educational philosophy, integrating contemporary disciplines
with Islamic values, is essential to achieve intellectual equilibrium; without it, young minds are at risk of veering

into extremes (pp. 30—31).

Thus, the causes of intellectual deviation today are deeply interconnected. Religious misinterpretation and
weakened authority create vulnerabilities; socio-political injustices provide emotional fuel; globalization’s
cultural pressures trigger identity crises; and technology accelerates and magnifies deviant narratives. Each of
these causes finds acknowledgment in contemporary scholarship and research. Having identified the causes,
the next step is to explore the dangerous effects of intellectual deviation before offering remedies rooted in the

Magqasid al-Shariah.
Effects of Intellectual Deviation on Muslim Society and Beyond
This section synthesizes the findings of the analytical investigation by highlighting the key effects of

intellectual deviation. These findings are drawn from thematic engagement with scholarly literature, Qur‘anic
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principles, and sociopolitical case studies. The discussion below explores the sociological, theological, and

civilizational consequences of unchecked deviation.

Intellectual deviation, if unchecked, has profound and far-reaching consequences. It not only endangers the
individuals who embrace misguided views, but also impacts the wider Muslim community (ummah) and even
global peace and relations. In this section, we delineate the major effects of intellectual deviation, supported
by academic observations and statistics. These effects underscore why addressing deviant ideologies is an

urgent priority.
1. Rise of Extremism and Violence

Perhaps the most alarming effect of intellectual deviation is the proliferation of extremism that leads to
violence. When fringe ideologies take hold, they can manifest in terrorist acts, armed insurgencies, or vigilante
violence ostensibly “in the name of Islam.” The past two decades have unfortunately provided many examples:
groups like Al-Qaeda, ISIS, Boko Haram, and others are the products of gross intellectual deviation, twisting
Islamic concepts of jihad and shahadah (martyrdom) into tools of political violence (Gerges, 2016;
Khosrokhavar, 2017). The human cost of such extremism has been devastating—uwars, refugee crises, and
sectarian bloodshed have caused immeasurable suffering in countries like Syria, Iraq, Nigeria, Afghanistan, and

beyond.

As Khosrokhavar (2017) documents, radicalized individuals often move from ideology to action under a
sincere but misinformed belief that they are executing divine will, a belief inculcated by deviant teachings (pp.
45—47). Thus, a direct line can be drawn from intellectual deviation to terrorism. For instance, the flawed
doctrine of takfir (excommunicating other Muslims) was advocated by extremist ideologue Sayyid Qutb and
later adopted by Al-Qaeda; it led to the justification of killing Muslim bystanders and security personnel, acts

that are categorically forbidden in Islamic law (Cook, 2005, pp. 5—8).

Academic studies affirm the link between extremist beliefs and a propensity for violence. In a meta-analysis
of terrorism studies, Hafez and Mullins (2015) found that exposure to a narrow interpretation of Islam was a
common precursor to violent involvement, underscoring that a warped theological framework—rather than
just political grievances—often underpins extremism (p. 961). Similarly, Paddy and Shogar (2011) emphasize

that by departing from the Prophet Muhammad’s ethical guidelines in warfare—such as prohibitions on
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harming non-combatants and ensuring proportionality—extremist groups have sown chaos, inviting severe

consequences for Muslim societies.

The security implications are grave: nations struggling with homegrown extremism experience instability,
heavy policing, and deterioration of communal trust (Neumann, 2016). Moreover, the cycle of violence often
perpetuates itself; for instance, ISIS's brutality provoked brutal retaliations, contributing to ongoing cycles of

vengeance in the Middle East (Lister, 2015, p. 75).

Importantly, violent extremism as an effect of intellectual deviation also undermines the Magqasid al-
Shariah at the most fundamental levels. It violates the preservation of life (hifz al-nafs) through acts of murder
and war, the preservation of religion (hifz al-din) by associating Islam with barbarity and repelling people from
the faith, and the preservation of intellect (hifz al-‘agl) through indoctrination and suppression of dissenting
thought (Auda, 2008). As a United Nations Development Programme (UNDP, 2017) report noted, areas under
prolonged extremist control saw a collapse of educational and intellectual activity, with curricula replaced by
propaganda (p. 4). This highlights how extremist dominance yields an “intellectual blackout,” reversing

centuries of Islamic scholarly achievement.

However, one terrible effect of intellectual deviation is that it breeds extremism, which in turn begets

violence and intellectual darkness.
2. Social Fragmentation and Sectarianism

Intellectual deviation also tears at the fabric of Muslim social cohesion. Deviant ideologies frequently
divide the ummah into antagonistic camps, eroding the sense of brotherhood and mutual respect that Islam
emphasizes. For example, sectarian extremist narratives (Sunni vs. Shia, or Salafi vs. Sufi) have fueled conflicts
in places like Iraq, Syria, and Pakistan. A deviant mindset that labels all who disagree as misguided or heretical
naturally leads to social fragmentation. Sectarian violence in the Middle East over the last decade, including
mosque bombings and militia warfare, can be traced to the propagation of takfiri and sectarian ideologies by
certain clerics and media outlets. These views are intellectual deviations from the Qur‘anic injunction: “Indeed
this community of yours is one community, and | am your Lord, so worship Me” (Qur'an 21:92). Instead of one

community, deviants seek to splinter it.

The effect on society is profound mistrust and breakdown of relationships. Families and communities can

become divided over allegiances to different movements or preachers. In extreme cases, youth have even
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turned against their parents or local imams, accusing them of ignorance or hypocrisy after being influenced by
hardline rhetoric (Esposito & Shahin, 2013, p. 255). Jamal A. Paddy and Ibrahim A. Shogar’s analysis of the
Prophetic era underscores how far this is from the Prophetic model: the Constitution of Medina drafted by
Prophet Muhammad &3 unified Muslims, Jews, and others as one polity with mutual obligations. The
Prophet’s Sunnah fostered coexistence and internal unity, whereas deviant factions today promote suspicion

and division. The contrast illustrates the detrimental effect deviation has on societal harmony.

Another aspect is the emergence of what some scholars call the "clash within civilizations." While
Huntington spoke of a clash between civilizations, intellectual deviation leads to an internal clash within
Islamic civilization — between moderates and extremists, traditionalists and reformists, etc. Instead of
productive debate, these differences often devolve into zero-sum conflicts under the influence of intolerant
ideologies. For instance, in certain communities, one finds separate mosques for different groups who refuse
to pray behind each other’s imam, reflecting an unhealthy sectarian mentality. Such fragmentation weakens
the community’s collective capacity to address common problems. Tariq Ramadan (2009) warns that internal
polemics sap energy that could be used to pursue ethical reform, essentially stalling positive change (Ramadan,
2009, pp. 54-55). Thus, intellectual deviation doesn't just produce violent radicals; even in non-violent forms,

it can fray social bonds, creating disunity that undermines the Muslim ummah’s strength.

Sociologically, this fragmentation is measurable. A study in the Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs noted
that communities in the West with higher influence of extremist preachers exhibited lower levels of
participation in inter-community activities and local civic engagement (Bercovitch, 2010, p. 89). People
withdrew into ideological silos. On a global level, nations riven by sectarian ideologies often struggle to
maintain national unity — Iraq and Syria being poignant examples where sectarian intellectual deviations
contributed to civil war. In summary, the effect of social division wrought by deviant ideologies is a serious
concern: it negates the magqasid of preserving nasl (lineage/community) and ‘ird (honor/dignity), by pitting

brethren against each other and destroying the dignified unity of the ummah.
3. Erosion of Islamic Authenticity and Credibility

Intellectual deviation damages the credibility of Islam itself in the eyes of both Muslims and non-Muslims.
When extreme or irrational interpretations become prominent, they often drown out the voice of the authentic,

moderate Islam. This results in confusion among lay Muslims and a tarnished image of Islam globally. One
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effect is that many Muslims, especially youths, experiencing the faith only through the lens of a harsh or

incoherent version, may become disillusioned and leave religious practice (or even the faith entirely).

Apostasy and atheism have quietly risen in some Muslim societies over recent years, with anecdotal
evidence often linking this trend to disgust or fatigue with religious extremism and hypocrisy. While robust
statistics are hard to come by due to social sensitivity, a 2018 survey by Arab Barometer found increasing
numbers of young Arabs identifying as “not religious” — 25%in 2018, up from 8%in 2013 — and commentators
tie this in part to reaction against politicized religion and extremist movements (Arab Barometer, 2019). If true,
this indicates that deviant representations of Islam can drive people away from Islam, a tragic effect

contrary to the maqasid (which aim to preserve and promote faith).

For those who remain within the fold, intellectual deviation can still erode the authentic understanding
of Islam. Classical scholarly heritage, with its rich nuances, gets overshadowed by simplistic narratives. For
example, Some groups tends to reject centuries of jurisprudential scholarship in favor of a crude, direct

approach to texts.

The result is that many nuanced rulings and ethical balances developed in Islamic law are lost on its
followers. As an effect, a generation might grow up ignorant of Islam'’s true teachings on mercy, pluralism,
aesthetics, or spirituality. Muhammad Igbal once wrote about the need to reconstruct religious thoughtin Islam
to respond to modern challenges (Igbal, 1934), but intellectual deviation achieves the opposite: it deconstructs

the wisdom of Islamic thought into dogmatic fragments.

The loss of intellectual diversity and depth within Muslim discourse is a subtle yet significant effect of
deviation. When one sectarian or extremist narrative dominates, other Islamic intellectual traditions (like
philosophy, Sufism, or even orthodox Ash’ari/Maturidi theology) may be sidelined or branded deviantin turn.
This shrinkage of acceptable ideas creates an intellectually impoverished culture that is ill-equipped to appeal

to educated Muslims or to engage in dawah (outreach) effectively.

For the broader world, the prevalence of deviant Islamic voices leads to widespread misunderstanding of
Islam’s message. Violent extremists become the face of Islam in news cycles, causing non-Muslims to equate
Islam with terror. Islam’s contributions to civilization and its principles of justice and compassion get obscured.
John L. Esposito (1999) notes that repeated incidents of terrorism by self-identified Islamists have reinforced

stereotypes and allowed anti-Islam activists to paint the entire religion as a threat (Esposito, 1999, pp. 20—22).
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This in turn affects Muslims’ lives via discriminatory policies, hate crimes, and travel bans — essentially a
cascade of negative outcomes from the initial intellectual deviation of a few. Even concepts like shariah and
jihad, which have deep positive meanings in Islamic tradition, are now largely seen in a sinister light globally.
Intellectual deviation thus indirectly contributes to Islamophobia by providing “evidence” to those who malign
Islam. It is notable that Islamophobic writers often quote extremist Muslim voices to make their case; the

deviant becomes the representative of the religion, drowning out mainstream scholarship.

Finally, intellectual deviation can halt the progress of Muslim communities by creating internal conflicts and
diverting energies. Instead of focusing on education, economic development, or scientific research (areas
where many Muslim countries lag), society’s attention and resources get consumed by firefighting extremism
or resolving sectarian disputes. This opportunity cost is an effect often overlooked. If a nation is constantly
dealing with terror threats or ideological polarization, it struggles to build schools, invest in technology, or
produce cultural output. In this sense, intellectual deviation not only perverts the religion but also impedes the
worldly development (umran) that Islam encourages, as per Ibn Khaldun’s theory that social solidarity
(‘asabiyyah) and just governance are keys to civilizational flourishing (Ibn Khaldun, 2005). Extremism

undermines both solidarity and governance, leading to stagnation or decline.

In light of these effects — from violence and fragmentation to the tarnishing of Islam’s image and stagnation
of society — it becomes evident that tackling intellectual deviation is not merely a theological or academic
exercise but a survival imperative for the Muslim world. The final section of this paper will propose remedies
and solutions, guided firmly by the Magqasid al-Shariah, to mitigate these causes and effects, and to restore a

balanced, secure intellectual climate for Muslims in the era of globalization.
Remedies and Solutions in Light of Maqasid al-Shariah

Having analyzed the causes and effects of intellectual deviation, this section outlines comprehensive
remedies to counteract deviant ideologies, guided by the Magqasid al-Shariah al-Islamiyyah. These solutions
aim to restore and protect intellectual security (al-amn al-fikri) by addressing root causes with proactive
measures, always aligning with the higher objectives of Shariah — notably the preservation of faith, intellect,
life, and social order. Key strategies include fostering a true understanding of Islam, reviving ijtihad and relevant

religious discourse, educational and media reforms, inter-community dialogue, and ensuring justice and good
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governance. Each remedy is supported by scholarly insights and examples of best practices from contemporary

Muslim initiatives.
1. Reviving Wasatiyyah (moderation) and Strengthening Orthodox Education

Central to combating intellectual deviation is the revival of wasatiyyah, the Qur'anic principle of the
“middle nation” (Qur'an 2:143) that calls for equilibrium in all matters. By promoting wasatiyyah, Muslim
societies can inoculate individuals against the allure of extreme positions. This entails re-centering the
mainstream Ahl al-Sunnah theology that emphasizes both textual fidelity and rationality. Educational curricula
in Muslim countries should be reformed to teach authentic Islamic creed (agidah) and figh with an emphasis

on their ethical objectives and context, rather than rote memorization or polemics.

Abalanced curriculum would cover, for example, the classical figh positions on various issues alongside the
magasid (wisdom) behind them, demonstrating that Islam'’s rules aim at human welfare and justice (Kamali,
2012, pp. 75—78). Sound knowledge is the antidote to ignorance that breeds deviation. As the Prophet B
said, “Whoever Allah wishes good for, He gives understanding of the religion” (Sahih al-Bukhari). Thus, broad-
based initiatives to improve religious literacy are paramount.

Practical steps include updating textbooks to include lessons on tolerance derived from the Qur'an and
Sunnah. For instance, Hamid M. Othman (2009) in his analysis “Features of moderation in the Qur'an”
identifies numerous verses that encourage avoiding extremes and adopting gentle persuasion in da'wah.
Incorporating such findings, along with stories from the Sirah (Prophetic biography) showing the Prophet’s
aversion to fanaticism, can mold young minds to be critical of extremist rhetoric from the outset (Othman,
2009, p. 98). Moreover, teacher training is crucial: teachers of Islamic studies must themselves embody

wasatiyyah and be trained to detect and dispel extremist narratives that students might have encountered

online or at home.

In Saudi Arabia, after recognizing that some private schools underemphasized religious values, scholars like
Latifa Qamrah (2017) recommended integrating core Islamic ethics (justice, mercy, honesty) across subjects.
This “mainstreaming” of values ensures that even as students learn science or literature, they also internalize a
moral framework aligned with Islamic teachings — a holistic approach that preserves intellect and faith

together.
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Reform of mosque and madrasah curricula is another dimension. Traditional madrasahs should
incorporate contemporary issues and maqasid theory in their syllabi, so future imams are equipped to tackle
modern deviations with strong arguments. Conversely, secular universities in Muslim countries might
introduce mandatory foundational courses on Islamic civilization and ethics, to ground all students in a

common understanding of their heritage and moral compass.

This idea resonates with the International Islamic University Malaysia’s integration model, which aims to
produce “balanced graduates” versed in both worldly knowledge and revealed knowledge (IIUM, 2020,
Mission Statement). By doing so, the youth will be less susceptible to identity crises that extremists exploit.
Indeed, a case study in Jordan highlighted by Dino (2017) advocated “twinning” STEM subjects with Quranic
principles — for example teaching the concept of justice (‘adl) when introducing algorithms in computer
science — to show students the relevance of Islamic values in all fields. Such creative pedagogies can reinforce

wasatiyyah in subtle but powerful ways.

Ultimately, promoting Moderation and education aligns with multiple Maqasid al-Shariah: it preserves
intellect (by fostering sound reasoning), preserves religion (by teaching correct beliefs and weeding out
distortions), and even preserves life and honor (since moderate individuals are less likely to engage in violence
or hateful conduct). Mohammad Hashim Kamali (2010) stresses that freedom of thought in Islam goes hand
in hand with responsibility — an educated Muslim is free from zealotry and also free from blind imitation,

charting a middle course (Kamali, 2010, p. 33).

The success of Moderation campaigns in countries like Malaysia — where the concept of Islam Hadhari
(Civilizational Islam) and later Magasid Shariah-based governance have been promoted at state levels — shows
that top-down endorsement of wasatiyyah can influence public discourse and make extremist views socially
unacceptable (Shuaib & Mohamed, 2015). Community-level initiatives, such as youth camps on moderate

Islam and awards for balanced khutbahs (sermons), can further entrench wasatiyyah as the norm.
2. Engaging in ljtihad and Renewal (Tajdid) to Address Contemporary Issues

A significant cause of intellectual deviation is the perception that orthodox Islam cannot adequately
respond to modern challenges, which some deviant groups exploit by offering their own simplistic “solutions.”
To counter this, the remedy is to vigorously engage in ijtihad (independent reasoning) and tajdid

(renewal) within the framework of Maqasid al-Shariah. By developing well-founded Islamic rulings and
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perspectives on new issues — from finance to bioethics to geopolitics — mainstream scholars can preempt the
narrative void that extremists or secularists often fill. Tariq Ramadan (2009) calls for a “radical reform” of
Islamic jurisprudence that reexamines classical rulings in light of higher objectives and contemporary context,

thereby bridging the gap between tradition and modernity (Ramadan, 2009).

In the realm of governance and justice, engaging ijtihad involves formulating Islamic responses to human
rights, democracy, and pluralism — issues often targeted by deviants either to reject them entirely or to
secularize Islam. By extracting principles from the Prophetic governance in Medina and the practices of the

Rightly Guided Caliphs, scholars like Mohammad H.

Kamali (2012) have articulated concepts of shura (consultation), constitutionalism, and protection of
minority rights as inherently Islamic. Such work needs amplification, so that Muslims understand that
democratic participation or defending religious freedom are not Western impositions but align with maqasid
(justice and human dignity). Likewise, on contentious issues like the status of women or punishments in Islam,
credible scholars must continue to provide nuanced figh that considers current realities, thus preventing
deviant groups (whether extreme “liberal” or “hardline”) from monopolizing the discourse. For example,
scholarly re-investigation of hudud punishments through a maqasid lens has shown that strict prerequisites
and the possibility of suspending them in absence of justice were part of classical figh, countering both the
Islamist clamor for immediate imposition and the secularist argument that Shariah is barbaric (EI-Awa, 2006).

Institutionalizing ijtihad is crucial.

This can be done by empowering international figh academies, think-tanks, and university research that
tackle emerging issues. The International Institute of Islamic Thought (I1IT) and academies like the Islamic Figh
Academy (OIC) are already platforms where scholars brainstorm maqasid-based rulings for new challenges —
from organ transplantation to artificial intelligence — showing that Islam can engage science and modern ethics

constructively. These efforts should be better communicated to the public.

When average Muslims see that reputable scholars have, for instance, discussed and permitted organ
donation by reasoning that it fulfills the higher objective of saving life (hifz al-nafs) and poses no violation of
shariah principles (provided respect for the deceased, etc.), they are less likely to be swayed by extremist
narratives that accuse modern medicine of defying God's will, or by secular narratives that claim Islam is

incompatible with medical progress (El-Awa, 2006; Kamali 2012).
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Another aspect of renewal is language and presentation. Remedies must be communicated in
contemporary idioms. Initiatives like “Muslim Chaplaincy” programs in Western universities, where learned
scholars present Islamic teachings in English (or local languages) addressing current moral and psychological
questions, have shown success in drawing youth away from online extremism towards a compassionate
understanding of faith (Mahmood, 2019). These chaplains often utilize magqasid reasoning informally — for
example, explaining that prohibitions in Islam aim to protect certain interests (like the prohibition of alcohol is
to preserve mind and health) — which resonates with young minds and dispels the aura of arbitrariness that

extremists love to paint on Islamic law (Mahmood, 2019)..

Hence, renewal through ijtihad ensures Islam remains a living, breathing guide for Muslims today, thus
undercutting the appeal of deviant ideologies that thrive on either the stagnation or misunderstanding of
traditional Islamic thought. Maqasid al-Shariah as a guiding framework for ijtihad ensures that new rulings
always reflect the spirit of the law — justice, mercy, wisdom — maintaining continuity with the faith’s objectives.
This approach was endorsed by scholars like Jasser Auda, who emphasizes outcome-oriented jurisprudence:
focusing on the consequences of rulings in achieving ethical goals (Auda, 2008). Auda argues that such
magqasid-focused ijtihad inherently prevents extreme or harmful interpretations because it must weigh the
public interest and harm, thereby filtering out rulings that would lead to oppression or chaos. By reviving this
methodology, the Muslim world can progressively marginalize deviant voices, as the faithful see practical,

authentic Islamic solutions being offered by mainstream scholars (Auda, 2008)..
3. Media Literacy and Counter-Narratives

Given the significant role of media and the internet in spreading intellectual deviation, a key remedy is to
develop strong media literacy programs and counter-narratives that align with Islamic values. Media
literacy refers to the ability to critically evaluate and respond to information — an increasingly vital skill in an
age of misinformation. In Islamic terms, it connects to the Quranic command “verify when a troublemaker
brings news” (Qur'an 49:6) and the prophetic practice of confirming reports (tatabbat). Educating Muslims,
especially youth, in media literacy can help them recognize and reject the distorted messages of extremists or

secular propagandists.

For instance, when confronted with a slick video that uses emotional appeals to glorify violence, a media-

literate youth would question the content’s authenticity, the intent behind it, and measure it against the
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teachings of Islam (which emphasize not transgressing limits even in conflict). Efforts are underway in some
countries: Indonesia has piloted programs for santri (Islamic boarding school students) that blend Quranic
lessons with training on identifying fake news and extremist content, effectively creating faith-based resilience
to propaganda (Azra, 2020, p. 5). These could be scaled up across the Muslim world. Governments and NGOs
should partner to include basic media literacy in school curricula and mosque study circles. Ideally, such
training uses Islamic vocabulary — for example, teaching that spreading unverified information can fall under
ghiba (backbiting) or buhtan (slander) if it harms others, thus giving a religious moral dimension to what might

otherwise seem a technical skill.

Counter-narratives are equally important. This means proactively producing and disseminating content
that refutes extremist interpretations and showcases the true Islamic perspectives on contentious topics. In the
battle of ideas, silence from moderate scholars can cede the ground to extremists. Therefore, ulema and Islamic
thinkers need to have a strong presence on social media, YouTube, and other platforms popular with youth.
We have examples of this working: After noticing that ISIS recruiters were using theological arguments about
the end-times to entice youth, scholars from Al-Azhar and Muslim World League released accessible online
videos and writings clarifying those hadiths and emphasizing the prohibition of ISIS’s actions — contributing to

ideological delegitimization of ISIS among at least some segments (Francesca, 2016, pp. 122—125).

Another successful counter-narrative has been amplifying the stories of former extremists who returned to
the true teachings. Their testimonies — how deviant ideology led them to misery and how Islam’s authentic
message brought peace — can be powerful deterrents for those flirting with radical ideas. Saudi Arabia’s well-
known Munasaha (counselling) program has utilized reformed ex-jihadists in its media campaigns to
dissuade others (Boucek, 2008, p. 8). This approach aligns with the magqasid principle of reform and mercy over
mere punishment; it shows that even in combating deviance, Islam prefers guiding people back gently rather

than simply condemning them.

Importantly, counter-narratives should highlight Islamic contributions and successes in addressing
grievances, to remove the feeling of desperation that extremists prey upon. For example, if unemployment is a
local driver for youth frustration, Muslim media outlets can showcase Islamic economic principles in action
(like successful Zakat-funded enterprises or ethical microfinance) to give hope and constructive avenues,

rather than letting the narrative be “nothing can change except through jihad.” Likewise, in Western contexts,
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emphasizing stories of Muslim engagement in civic life and interfaith harmony counters the narrative of
unavoidable East-West conflict. Academicus International Journal published a study by Popovska et al. (2017)
illustrating how positive interfaith dialogue narratives can diminish prejudices in post-conflict societies.
Implementing that, campaigns featuring imams and priests working together on community projects, or
Muslims helping non-Muslim neighbors and vice versa, can undercut both Islamophobic and extremist

narratives simultaneously.

From a Magqasid perspective, media literacy and counter-narratives serve the objective of preserving
intellect (by ensuring people are not misled by falsehood) and preserving religion (by protecting the faith’s
image and preventing deviant distortions from prevailing). They also aim to preserve life and security, by
reducing recruitment into violence. Programs like “Peace Education through Media” workshops, run in
Pakistan and Nigeria, explicitly frame their mission in maqasid terms: to block the pathways to violence
(thereby preserving life and property) via education and narrative shifting (Khan, 2020). Muslims must
remember that the Quran itself provides counter-narratives to challenges — it responded to Quraysh’s
accusations and the People of the Book’s doubts with clear arguments — and in our time, following that
Prophetic methodology means engaging vigorously in the narrative space with wisdom (hikmah) and fair

admonition (maw'iza hasana) (Qur'an 16:125).
4. Fostering Inter- and Intra-Faith Dialogue and Community Engagement

Another pillar of the remedy strategy is fostering dialogue — both intra-faith (within the Muslim community)
and inter-faith (with other religious communities) — as a means to reduce tensions and correct misconceptions.
Dialogue builds bridges that directly counter the isolating and polarizing effects of intellectual deviation. Within
the Muslim sphere, encouraging open forums where different schools of thought can discuss issues civilly can

help dissipate the appeal of sectarian rhetoric.

For example, hosting regular dialogues between Salafi and Sufi leaders, or Sunni and Shia scholars, in a
spirit of fraternity can humanize each side to the other’'s community and reduce takfiri tendencies. In Kuwait,
the Ministry of Awgqaf organized Sunni-Shia dialogue conferences in the 2000s which produced joint
statements emphasizing shared beliefs and condemning attacks on each other — a step that observers noted

helped cool sectarian tempers for a time (al-Qaradaghi, 2007).
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Following the Prophetic model of resolving the Ansar—Muhajirun tensions by making them “brothers,”
community programs can pair different groups in cooperative projects (e.g., joint charitable drives by different
mosque congregations). Paddy & Shogar (2011) highlight how the Constitution of Medina offered a paradigm
for pluralistic co-existence, enshrining mutual rights and obligations between diverse groups. Modern Muslim
societies can draw from this by creating local “Medina charters” — community covenants that all mosques and
Islamic organizations in a town agree to, which commit to mutual respect, condemnation of extremism, and
mechanisms for dispute resolution. This intra-Ummah harmony is vital: it squeezes the oxygen out of sectarian

deviants who rely on portraying the “other” Muslim group as an existential enemy.

Inter-faith dialogue, while seemingly tangential to internal Muslim issues, is also critical. Intellectual
deviation often portrays the world in binary terms — believers vs. unbelievers. Interfaith engagement shatters
this narrative by demonstrating the possibility of cooperation and friendship across faiths without
compromising one’s own. The Maqasid principle of preserving religion does not mean isolation; rather Islam
historically engaged with other faiths robustly (e.g., the Prophet’s discussions with Christians from Najran, or

Muslim scholars in conversation with Christian theologians under Islamic rule).

Modern examples include Al-Azhar’s dialogues with the Vatican and the landmark Document on Human
Fraternity signed in 2019 by the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar and Pope Francis, which commits both communities
to peace, freedom, and coexistence . When such high-profile gestures are made, they undermine extremist
propaganda that claims “Christians/Jews are conspiring against Muslims” or vice versa. Moreover, interfaith
coalitions can jointly combat issues like hate speech, social injustice, and violent extremism itself. For instance,
in the UK, Muslim imams and Christian priests began exchanging pulpits occasionally after the 2005 London
bombings to jointly denounce terrorism and affirm common values (Alexander, 2007). Studies found that areas
with strong interfaith networks saw lower recruitment to extremist groups (Popovska et al., 2017), presumably
because grievances were addressed collectively and no community felt entirely isolated or existentially

threatened.

Community engagement at the grassroots is equally a remedy. Many youths get drawn to deviant groups
because of a sense of belonging those groups provide, especially if mainstream society marginalizes them. So,
the remedy is to strengthen community bonds and provide positive avenues for involvement. Mosques and

Islamic centers can expand their role beyond worship to become true community hubs — offering sports, arts,
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volunteering, and counseling — attracting young people into a healthy environment. These activities should be
consciously inclusive, welcoming those on the fringes with compassion rather than judgement. Such inclusion
undercuts the recruitment narrative of extremists that “the mosque aunties/uncles will never accept you, but
we will.” Additionally, intergenerational dialogue programs can be very healing: Fodor et al. (2012) emphasize
that strong family communication and the presence of elders in youth lives are protective factors against
deviance. Reviving the traditional majalis (gatherings) where community elders share stories of faith, struggle,
and perseverance with youth can convey values in a personable way. In Morocco and Malaysia, experiments
in restoring such community council traditions have reportedly strengthened cultural transmission of

moderate values.

Dialogue and engagement fulfill several Magqasid: preserving intellect (by exposing people to diverse
perspectives, preventing narrow-mindedness), preserving religion (by preventing conversions to other faiths
out of ignorance or to atheism out of hate), and preserving life and honor (by reducing conflict and building
mutual respect). They also tie into the magqasid of preserving nasl (lineage/community) by keeping the social
fabric intact. The Prophet Muhammad #5 said, “Religion is sincere counsel (nasiha)” — to Allah, His Book, His
Messenger, and to the leaders and common folk of the Muslims (Sahih Muslim). Sincere counsel is essentially
dialogue imbued with care. When done right, dialogue doesn’t mean diluting one’s faith; it means presenting it
with wisdom and listening with humility, thereby neutralizing many of the fears and misconceptions that allow

deviant ideologies to take root.
5. Ensuring Justice, Good Governance, and Socio-Economic Development

Finally, addressing the political and socio-economic root causes is indispensable. The Magqasid al-Shariah
give paramount importance to justice (‘adl) and public welfare (maslahah ‘ammah). Therefore, Muslim
governments and communities must strive to eliminate the injustices and hardships that often drive people
towards intellectual deviation in the first place. As earlier discussed, tyranny, corruption, and poverty can create
desperation that deviants exploit. Thus, good governance is a form of intellectual security strategy. A society
that upholds the rule of law, equitable opportunity, and human rights deprives extremists of their biggest

rallying cries.

For example, where citizens see that grievances can be addressed through legal and peaceful means, they

are far less likely to resort to violent ideologies. Empirical studies show a negative correlation between indices
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of good governance (like low corruption, inclusive institutions) and violent extremism rates (UNDP, 2017, p.
5). In Islamic history, the Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab’s era is often cited: because of his famously just
administration — where even the complaints of a non-Muslim or a poor person were swiftly redressed — there
was internal stability and minimal rebellion. Upholding justice is a direct Quranic command: “O you who
believe, be persistently standing firm in justice, witnesses for Allah, even if against yourselves” (Qur'an 4:135).

Hence, an Islamic response to deviation includes political reform and ethical leadership.

Socio-economic development is equally vital. Investing in education, job creation, and social services
addresses the despair that can make extremist narratives attractive. When youth have hope for their future —
meaningful employment, chances to marry and support a family, platforms to voice their opinions — they are
unlikely to be drawn to calls for destruction. This aligns with preserving life and wealth in the magqasid, as well
as dignity (karamah) which some modern scholars like Ibn Ashur consider an objective. The Zakat system and
awgqaf (endowments) in Islam were classical mechanisms to ensure social welfare; reviving and modernizing

these can reduce poverty and inequality.

Malaysia’s experiments with Maqasid-based development planning explicitly tie government programs to
magasid outcomes (like reducing poverty as part of preserving wealth and life), which has shown promise in
orienting national budget priorities toward people’s actual needs (Dusuki & Abozaid, 2007). Similarly, if
corruption is rampant, establishing independent judiciary and Hisbah-like ombudsman institutions, as well as
emphasizing Islamic teachings on amanah (trust) and haram earnings, can gradually restore trust in public

institutions.

Another aspect is rehabilitation and deradicalization of those already affected by deviantideologies. This
falls under justice and compassion — rather than only punitive approaches, offering pathways back for
misguided individuals is crucial. Programs in Saudi Arabia (the Munasaha counseling program) and in
Singapore (the Religious Rehabilitation Group) have combined religious re-education with psychological
counseling, vocational training, and help reintegrating into society (El-Sayed & Schwenkenbecher, 2017).
Many who were deradicalized through these programs cite the experience of being treated with dignity and
given prospects for a normal life as key to their change — a stark contrast to the merciless worldview of the
extremist groups they left. This demonstrates the Islamic principle “la tagnatu min rahmatillah” (do not despair

of God’s mercy — Qur'an 39:53) in action, giving deviants hope to reform. Ajustice system aligned with maqasid
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would thus couple firmness against violent offenders with merciful opportunities for repentance and
education. Over time, this could transform would-be extremists into productive members of society and even

spokespeople against extremism.

In conclusion, the remedies proposed — moderation and education, renewed ijtihad, media literacy and
counternarratives, dialogue and engagement, and justice with development — collectively form a maqasid-
driven strategy to combat intellectual deviation. Each addresses a facet of the problem identified earlier and
is rooted in Islamic teachings and successful contemporary practices. Implementing these solutions is
undoubtedly a vast challenge requiring political will, resources, and international cooperation among Muslim
nations and communities. However, the benefits are equally vast: a more enlightened, united Muslim ummabh,
reduced conflictand violence, and arestored image of Islam’s beauty and wisdom in the world. These remedies
uphold what the Qur'an terms “al-silm” (peace/wholeness) and “al-rushd” (right guidance), steering the

community back towards the straight path intended by Allah.
Recommendations

1.Integrate Magqasid al-Shariah into curricula to promote ethical reasoning and protect intellectual
integrity.
2.Establish institutional support for moderate Islamic scholarship, enabling wasatiyyah (balance) in

public discourse.
3.Promote maqasid-based ijtihad to address contemporary issues like bioethics, governance, and Al.

4.Enhance media literacy programs in religious institutions to combat digital misinformation and extremist

narratives.
5.Foster intra-faith and inter-faith dialogue platforms to reduce ideological polarization.

6.Ensure justice and socio-economic development, particularly among vulnerable populations, to prevent

ideological despair.

7.Institutionalize deradicalization and re-education programs rooted in mercy and guided reform.
Conclusion:
In the face of globalization’s trials, intellectual deviation stands out as a peril that threatens both the spiritual

core and social stability of Muslim communities. This paper has endeavored to reconstruct a comprehensive

understanding of this phenomenon by examining its causes, effects, and remedies through the scholarly lens
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of Magqasid al-Shariah al-Islamiyyah. The analysis has revealed that intellectual deviation is not a monolithic
issue but rather a multi-dimensional crisis: it is fueled by religious misinterpretations and the loss of scholarly
authority (Auda, 2008), socio-political injustices and grievances (Khosrokhavar, 2017), cultural and identity
disruptions from globalization (Roy, 2004), and the unchecked influence of modern media (Schmid, 2021;
Dwivedi et al., 2021). Its effects are equally manifold and dire, ranging from the rise of violent extremism and
sectarian fragmentation to the erosion of Islam’s credibility and the stagnation of Muslim intellectual life

(Gerges, 2016; UNDP, 2017).

However, by drawing upon the Magasid al-Shariah—the higher objectives that emphasize preservation of
faith, life, intellect, lineage, and property, along with justice and human dignity (Ibn Ashur, 2006)—a path
forward emerges. The proposed remedies, firmly rooted in these objectives, include reviving the Qur'anic
mandate of wasatiyyah (moderation) (Kamali, 2010), rejuvenating Islamic thought through ijtihad and tajdid
to address contemporary issues (Al-Qaradawi, 1999), countering deviant narratives with truth and enhancing
media literacy (Rohim, 2020), fostering intra- and inter-faith dialogue for unity and understanding (Aly, 2011),

and upholdingjustice and socio-economic welfare to remove the breeding grounds of despair (Esposito, 2018).

Each remedy was substantiated by classical wisdom and modern evidence. For instance, Ibn Ashur’s insight
that hifz al-‘agl (preserving intellect) is essential to combat extremism (Ibn Ashur, 2006, pp. 183—185) aligns
with contemporary case studies showing how integrated education and community engagement can reclaim

those susceptible to radicalization (UNDP, 2017; Rohim, 2020).

Implementing these solutions requires concerted effort from all levels of the Muslim ummah—scholars,
educators, policymakers, community leaders, and ordinary believers alike. International Islamic organizations
and institutions, such as the International Institute of Islamic Thought (INT), the Islamic World Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ICESCO, formerly ISESCO), the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s
(OIC) Islamic Figh Academy, and prominent universities, have a pivotal role to play in coordinating strategies
and sharing best practices across the Muslim world. At the same time, localized initiatives, tailored to each

community’s specific context, are indispensable for grassroots impact.

The role of credible scholarship cannot be overstated. As the Prophet &5 said:
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"Allah does not remove knowledge by stripping it away from the people, but by the death of scholars; until,
when no scholar remains, people take ignorant leaders who are asked and issue rulings without knowledge;

they go astray and lead others astray" (Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 100).

This hadith poignantly underscores the central argument of this paper: that the loss of sound scholarship
begets deviation, and conversely, that the revival of enlightened, maqasid-guided scholarship is our best hope

to steer the global Muslim community back to intellectual safety.

In closing, itis important to re-affirm that Islamic tradition possesses the tools to heal itself from within. The
magqasid framework, once regarded as abstract, has been shown in this study to offer concrete guidance for
policy and action, proving its profound relevance to the modern challenges of extremism and ideological
deviance. By remaining faithful to the spirit of Islam—its compassion, justice, emphasis on knowledge, and
balanced moderation—Muslims can confront the age of globalization not with fear or insularity, but with

confidence and proactive engagement.

As Kamali (2012) notes, a civilization that aligns its reformative efforts with its foundational objectives can
“renew itself without losing itself” (p. 3). The remedies suggested here aim for that very outcome: renewal

without loss of identity, change without deviation.

Ultimately, safeguarding "intellectual security” within the ummah is a form of jihad in its own right—a
struggle for hearts and minds using reason, ethics, and sincere dialogue. Success in this struggle will be
measured by a future in which violent ideologies find no purchase, where differences of opinion are managed
with civility, and where the vast majority of Muslims confidently navigate modern life while remaining
grounded in the authentic teachings of Islam. Achieving this is undoubtedly an ambitious endeavor, but one
that draws on the best of Islamic tradition and scholarship. The journey toward this goal has already begun in
various parts of the Muslim world, and with collective will and Allah’s guidance, the vision of an intellectually

resilient, moderate, and prosperous global Muslim community can, in sha’ Allah, become a reality.
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