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Strategies for Confronting Hybrid Warfare and the Changing Concepts of
Traditional Combat — The New Form of International Relations
(Olee didalu (28,4 daals) Gishdbs Joll aue il s
Dr. Hayel Abdel-Mawla Tashtoush (A'Shargiyah University, Sultanate of Oman)

Abstract.

The security environment in the twenty-first century has undergone a significant transformation with the
emergence of hybrid warfare, a complex form of conflict combining conventional and unconventional
operations, including cyber-attacks, disinformation campaigns, economic pressures, and asymmetric
operations. This study aims to analyze national institutions’ readiness to face hybrid threats and assess the
impact of factors such as institutional coordination, military readiness, cyber and information capabilities, and

legal frameworks on institutional resilience.

The research employed a descriptive-analytical design using simulated field data representing 120 national
institutions, applying statistical analyses including descriptive statistics, correlation matrices, Cronbach’s alpha,
and multiple linear regressions. The findings indicate that institutional coordination, military readiness, cyber
capabilities, and information readiness are the most influential factors in enhancing institutional resilience,
while legal frameworks had a relatively limited direct effect. Additionally, an increase in the number of incidents

was associated with decreased resilience.

The study provides practical recommendations to strengthen institutional capacity to confront hybrid
warfare, notably enhancing inter-agency coordination, investing in cyber and information capabilities,

developing early-warning systems, and improving legal frameworks integrated with operational capabilities.

Keywords: hybrid warfare, institutional resilience, institutional coordination, military readiness,

cybersecurity, information capabilities.
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The Al-Agsa Flood: Reshaping the Palestinian- Sioniste Conflict Equation between

Legal Legitimacy and Political Stakes
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Dr. Taha Lahmidani (Mohammed V University — Rabart)

Abstract

This article examines the “Al-Agsa Flood” operation as a pivotal event in the trajectory of the Palestinian—
Sioniste conflict, whose impact extended beyond the military dimension to reshape political and security
balances at local, regional, and international levels. The analysis emphasizes that the operation was not a
spontaneous reaction but the outcome of a long accumulation of occupation violations, the blockade imposed
on Gaza, settlement expansion, repeated incursions into Al-Agsa Mosque, and political-security projects such
as the "Deal of the Century” and normalization agreements, which the resistance viewed as an existential

threat.

The article highlights the main direct drivers of the operation, including escalating violations in Al-Aqsa,
discriminatory policies in the West Bank, the systematic blockade of Gaza, the suffering of Palestinian prisoners,
and settlement expansion, alongside regional and international projects aimed at restructuring the region in
ways that undermine Palestinian rights. It also reviews its multi-level repercussions: exposing the fragility of
Israel’s security doctrine, eroding government popularity, and aggravating economic losses, while restoring the
Palestinian cause to the forefront of international discourse. Regionally, the operation reinforced coordination
between Palestinian factions and the “Axis of Resistance,” opening parallel fronts amid the continued weakness
of the official Arab stance. Internationally, it shifted global attention from Ukraine to the Middle East and
created opportunities for major powers such as Russia and China to expand their influence, amid global

economic disruptions marked by rising energy and shipping costs.

The article devotes significant space to the legitimacy of Palestinian resistance, from a legal perspective
rooted in international law and UN resolutions, and a political perspective linking it to local, regional, and
international contexts, while noting challenges of division and weak institutionalization. It concludes that the
"Al-Agsa Flood" constitutes a major turning point that redefined power dynamics and asserted itself as a

decisive factor in shaping the region’s future amid the absence of any prospects for a just political settlement.

Keywords: Al-Aqsa Flood, Palestinian— Sioniste conflict, legitimacy of resistance, international law, regional

repercussions.
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Political Philosophy: Between Epistemological Development and Traditional Theories
A Reading of the Intellectual Transformations from Aristotelian Philosophy to Contemporary Thought

(copaldl clal.y." oo ed) dazea Al A ludY| ‘aj.l.i."g ¥l 4ds) Sobid! dama :& L

Mohamed Chaoui (Faculty of Arts and Humanities - Mohammed V University, Rabat, Morocco)

a Abstract:

This study examines the evolution of political thought, focusing on the shift from the 1970s,
when discussing politics was seen as regressive, to today, where political philosophy is a central
focus. It reviews the intellectual history of philosophical thought, with a particular emphasis on
Arab thought, and explores contemporary Arab philosophical propositions. The study analyzes
the philosophy of politics, discussing the relationship between theory and practice. It highlights
that politics can only emerge as philosophy when certain theoretical conditions are met.
Additionally, the study investigates Aristotle's conception of politics, viewing it as part of practical
wisdom and closely linked to ethics. For Aristotle, politics is a natural social goal that aims to
achieve virtue and goodness. The state, he argues, arises naturally from human relations, and its

purpose is to realize justice, the core of virtue within the political community.
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Political Philosophy ? "¢ diwlow 4dudd” LS § Ao ys
*Claire Dodeman / ;lesga IS 14K

(g dnale (3 pyalall QLZ.ligi.‘in L o gn gicd | Jlzo ‘3 Eely) éJLo.c PRI
Dr. Imed Amari (University of Tunis)

Abstract :

The final chapter of Dodman’s 2022 book, Merleau-Ponty’s Philosophy of Struggle, titled “The Secret of
History,” presents the author’s summary of the results she reached through tracing Merleau-Ponty's texts and

attempting to unravel the complex relationship between philosophy and politics in his thought.

The goal is to articulate an authentic conception of philosophical struggle, which she considers one of the
fundamental virtues of his intellectual project. The author demonstrates that what is known as Merleau-Ponty’s
“political realism,” which would become a hallmark of post-war philosophy, was not a mere incidental choice
but a result of his awareness of the failure of the pre-war moral perspective and its inability to accommodate

the phenomenon of the Other.

This contrast is made clear when compared with Sartre’s position in The Republic of Silence, where Sartre
calls for learning lessons from the experience of resistance, while Merleau-Ponty seeks to expose the illusions
embedded in that experience. From this standpoint, his “political realism” is defined as a critical stance toward
formal and abstract ethics, where politics no longer represents a false depiction of the world but is a practice
stemming from a realistic reading of history that engages with the political phenomenon in all its complexities
and transformations. In Merleau-Ponty’s estimation, the “grandeur of Marxism” lies in its critique of democratic
thought, which suffers from a moral deviation that, in his view, renders it less political and more ethical.
Dodman concludes that the political realism Merleau-Ponty defends, from a phenomenological perspective, is
a “politics concerned with achieving the conditions for the existence of the values it has chosen,” which aligns,
in his view, with the “political task of thought,” as embodied particularly in critical philosophy with a Marxist

orientation.

Keywords: Politics, Morality, Resistance, Merleau-Ponty, Marx, Phenomenology, Realism.

1 Claire Dodeman, “Une philosophie politique?”, La philosophie militante de Merleau-Ponty, Ousia, 2022, pp.145-161.
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Abstract

The dispute over the village of Ghajar is far from a theoretical or academic matter; it carries
ongoing and profound real-world consequences. This underscores the necessity of clearly
determining the village’s legal status through a credible international resolution or legal
particularly following developments in the Gaza war and the spread of hostilities to the Lebanese-
Palestinian border, the issue of contested territories has resurfaced — including the question: To

whom does Ghajar belong? Syria or Lebanon?

The village's physical and demographic reality has made the border demarcation between
Lebanon and Israel increasingly unclear. Despite this, the international community continues to
focus on Ghajar, primarily due to its proximity to the Blue Line, which represents the ceasefire
boundary between Israel and Lebanon. It is crucial that any actions taken by the United Nations
or UNIFIL in support of Security Council Resolution 1701 —, which affirms Lebanon’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity — do not come at the expense of the village’s legitimate

rights and future.

Keywords: Ghajar, international status, border dispute, geopolitical tensions, Syrian Golan
Heights, Lebanese-Syrian border, identity assertion, territorial sovereignty, resettlement, Arab-

Syrian identity, diplomatic intervention, human rights defense.

1. Introduction
1.1 Background of Ghajar

International intervention has had significant influence across the Middle East, altering its
historical and political dynamics. This paper explores the effects of internationalization on Ghajar
— asmall but strategically crucial village in the Golan Heights. Located at the convergence of the
Sioniste and Lebanese borders, Ghajar stands as a focal point of global disputes, raising complex

questions of sovereignty, governance, and international diplomacy.

My interest in the Middle East has driven this investigation into the lived realities of Ghajar’s

people — a community that reflects the broader patterns of misunderstanding and conflict in
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the region. Ghajar’s unique geopolitical location prompts critical questions about territorial

claims, legal status, and the impact of external powers on local communities.

Through diverse academic and political perspectives, this paper aims to shed light on how

Ghajar has become a microcosm of regional complexity.
1.2 The Significance of the Issue
In a farewell address, former U.S. President Bill Clinton warned:

“The nextwar in the Middle East will not start from the Palestinian territories or Iraq, but from

the village of Ghajar and the Shebaa Farms in southern Lebanon.”’

Sioniste journalist Alex Fishman echoed similar concerns in Yediot Aharonot, noting:

“Ghajar is one of the few places in the Middle East where a bulldozer incident could potentially

trigger a regional escalation todaly."2

Despite its small size and remote location, Ghajar has become a highly contested and
militarized zone. Israel’s annexation of the village has attracted international scrutiny. Reports
from Haaretz indicate that the Sioniste Defense Forces (IDF) view Ghajar as a strategic
vulnerability — particularly because of Hezbollah's ability to exploit the village's geography for
infiltration and military purposes. Consequently, Ghajar has become a central concern for

Sioniste intelligence and a hotspot for potential conflict.
1.3 Purpose of the Study

The legal and territorial status of Ghajar remains unresolved, symbolizing the larger
geopolitical conflict between Lebanon and Israel. Lebanon argues that Israel has continued
presence in Ghajar violates international resolutions affirming Lebanese sovereignty. However,
if Ghajar is considered part of Syria, it falls under UN Security Council Resolution 242, which calls
for Israel’s withdrawal from all territories occupied in 1967. This legal ambiguity fuels ongoing

tensions and underscores the urgency ofa comprehensive international response.

This study aims to answer the central question:

1. Edward Ashi: As-Safir newspaper, April 24, 2008.
2 lbid.
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What is the current legal and political reality of Ghajar?

By analyzing the conflicting claims and the evolving nature of the dispute, this paper

contributes to broader discussions on international law, sovereignty, and regional peace building.
2. Historical Overview of Ghajar
2.1 Formation and Early Years

Ghajar, historically known as Taranja, derives its name from its original Kurdish inhabitants.
Nicknamed the “border triangle,” the village is situated on the eastern bank of the Hasbani River,
at the western slopes of Mount Hermon, approximately 310 meters above sea level.! To the
north, Ghajar borders the Lebanese villages of Al-Majidiya and Al-Mari; to the south, it extends
to Shawqa Al-Fawga and the Roman Bridge. To the east, it connects with Al-Nakhila and Mount

Hermon, while the Hasbani River defines its western limit.

Founded in the 19th century by the Al Aliani tribe, led by Sheikh Hussain Al Aliani, the village’s
early settlers migrated from the Hauran region of southwestern Syria, fleeing Druze tribal
pressure. They built a fortified settlement to ensure their protection. Initially located west of the
river under Syrian jurisdiction, Ghajar’s geopolitical status changed dramatically following Israel’s

1967 occupation of the Golan Heights and eastern Ghajar.

In 1981, Israel formally annexed the Golan Heights — including parts of Ghajar — in a move
widely condemned and never recognized under international law. UN Security Council
Resolution 242 continues to call for Israel’s withdrawal from territories occupied in 1967,

highlighting the unresolved legal standing of Ghajar within the international community.
2.2 Legal Status

Atthe heart of Ghajar’s geopolitical controversy lies the ambiguity surrounding its legal status.
The absence of a definitive international legal ruling has allowed competing claims to flourish. At
various points, Ghajar has been categorized as Lebanese — notably in statements by the UN
Secretary-General in 2000 and the European Parliament in 2009. However, between 1923 and

1943, Ghajar was clearly recognized as part of Syria for legal and constitutional purposes.

1. Before the June 1967 aggression, the villagers agreed with the Syrian national authorities to change the name of the village to

"The Triangle" because it forms a triangular border between Lebanon, Syria, and occupied Palestine.
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In 2006, Israel’'s Ministry of Foreign Affairs listed Ghajar as “occupied territory,” further
complicating its classification. This inconsistency has fueled ongoing disputes and created a state

of legal limbo for Ghajar’s residents.

Uniquely, Ghajar is one of the few places in the world where residents may carry either
Lebanese or Sioniste passports. During the French Mandate, Ghajar’s population was recorded in
Syria’s census and administered under Quneitra’s jurisdiction. Syrian records from 1941 show
that Ghajar’s residents paid taxes, held property deeds, and accessed public services through

Syrian authorities.”

Before Israel's 1967 occupation, Ghajar was part of the Masada district in Quneitra
Governorate — serving as an important economic and administrative center in the Golan.
Following occupation, Israel seized approximately 1,000 dunams (250 acres) of land for military
purposes. Additional lands were confiscated under the Sioniste Land Authority as property of

“absentees” — displaced individuals or refugees‘2

Although fluctuating border demarcations during the French Mandate led to some confusion,
by the late 1950s Syria had firmly asserted control over Ghajar.3 The Syrian army even
constructed a water pumping station to supply the village with drinking water — a service that

remained operational until Israel's occupation.4

In 1975, Ghajar's governance was formalized through an elected village council. The mayor,
traditionally titled “Al-Omda,” was recognized by Syria's Ministry of Interior. In 1964, local
leaders were appointed to the Farmers' Union by Quneitra’s governor, illustrating the village’s

integration into Syrian state structures.

1. The village mayor, who was also the mayor of the village of Abbasiya and the village of Shawqa al-Fawqa, still keeps a copy of
ittoday as a national trust to be passed on to future generations.

2 https://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/Key%200f%20Terms%20pertaining%20t0%20IsraelPalestine.pdf

3. The proximity of the border between the Lebanese town of Al-Mari and the town of Ghajar made there a great overlap between
the people of the two countries, especially in the matter of economic and agricultural exchange, which created an atmosphere of
unity between them.

4. The "Ghajar Spring" is located on the eastern bank of the Hasbani River, which is about 15 meters away from the Wazzani

Spring. The waters of Wazzani and Hasbani are closely related to the village of Ghajar.
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Until the early 2000s, Ghajar operated as a neutral zone where both Hezbollah and Sioniste
forces-maintained surveillance and occasionally carried out covert operations. Several Sioniste
Arabs were later arrested for espionage on behalf of Hezbollah, underscoring Ghajar’s role as a

strategic hotspot.

Ghajar's shifting legal identity and rich historical background make it a focal point in

understanding the complexity of Middle Eastern territorial conflicts.
2.3 Border Disputes and Division

Sioniste’s capture of the Golan Heights in 1967, including Ghajar and its surrounding areas,
placed the village under Sioniste military control. The village was enclosed by fences and given a
single, tightly monitored entrance. Upon arrival, residents were issued special identification
cards,” and overnight stays by non-residents were prohibited under threat of legal action —

effectively criminalizing prolonged presence by outsiders as “illegal entry into enemy territory."2

Prior to 1967, Ghajar was unequivocally recognized as part of Syria. There were no territorial
disputes between Lebanon and Syria over the village. However, following Israel’s occupation,
Israel controversially declared Ghajar as Lebanese territory, indicating possible withdrawal in
accordance with Resolution 425. This move created panic among the village's residents, who

insisted on their Syrian identity.

Elders from the village traveled to Marjayoun in Lebanon to affirm Ghajar’s Syrian roots.?
Lebanese officials, however, were reluctant to accept Ghajar as part of Lebanese territory and
warned residents against crossing the border, even threatening lethal force. Some villagers
attempted to flee into Lebanon post-war but were forcibly transferred to Damascus by Lebanese

authorities who refused to host Syrian refugees.4

1. Mahsum Gate: (the only main gate of the village of Ghajar), Israel tried through this gate to give the world the illusion that it is
the last northern border of the Hebrew state.

2 If a non-resident wanted to stay overnight in the village, he had to obtain a permit from the Israeli military governor.

3. This is based on the documents and maps of the joint Arab defense treaties signed between the Arab countries (Egypt, Syria,
Lebanon, and Jordan).

*.Mohammed Barakat's article: "Alghajar ... The town of "ambiguous borders and the intersection of armies" demands the right

to self-determination”. In Al-Rai newspaper, December 15, 2009.
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As a result, Ghajar was left in a legal vacuum until Sioniste authorities-imposed control after
the population reached a self-inflated count of 40 families — a requirement manipulated by the
villagers through artificial family name changes. In 1981, Sioniste citizenship was granted,

although residents maintained that this was a forced decision rooted in necessity, not allegiance‘1

To fragment Ghajar from Syria and surrounding Druze communities, Israel pursued a “divide
and rule” policy, isolating Ghajar — a predominantly Alawite village — from its Druze
counterparts. This strategy, aimed at creating ethnic enclaves along its northern borders, failed

due to strong communal resistance.

After Israel’'s 2000 withdrawal from southern Lebanon, UN cartographers attempted to draw
the Blue Line through Ghajar. Residents resisted this artificial division, but an imposed boundary
eventually split the village — leaving half under Lebanese jurisdiction and the other under

Sioniste control.?

Subsequently, Israel reinforced the area militarily, constructing fences, trenches, and barriers.
A major escalation occurred in 2006, when Hezbollah abducted three Sioniste soldiers near the
Blue Line — triggering a war. In response, Israel fortified Ghajar with a military fence 500 meters
north of the Blue Line and cut the road linking Ghajar’s northern part to the Lebanese town of Al-

Abassiyah.3
3. Impact of Internationalization on Ghajar

International efforts to manage the Ghajar conflict — particularly through the UN and
peacekeeping forces — have had a profound effect on how the village is governed, contested,
and portrayed. While intended to reduce tension, internationalization has at times deepened the

village's Iegal ambiguity and exposed it to competing geopolitical interests.*
3.1 Lebanon's Firm Stance on Reclaiming Northern Ghajar

Since Israel’s 2000 withdrawal from southern Lebanon, the Lebanese government has taken

a consistent and assertive position on reclaiming the northern part of Ghajar, especially after

1.Ibid.

2. Andrew ). Tabler: "Solomon's Baby in the Middle East", Foreign Policy, 02/02/2010.

3 .Ibid.

4 http://www.thenational.ae/news/world/middle-east/lebanon-accepts-ghajar-proposal#ixzz2SsaK11qK. 19/04/2013.
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Israel consolidated its presence in the village post-2006 war. Lebanon views northern Ghajar as
part of its territory — specifically the Al-Mari region — in accordance with the Blue Line drawn

by the United Nations.

Despite Israel’'s withdrawal from most areas along the Blue Line, it continued to control
northern Ghajar. Over the years, residents expanded housing deeper into Lebanese land. Today,

approximately two-thirds of Ghajar's homes lie within territory claimed by Lebanon.

Tensions reached a new peak in 2024 when Israel unilaterally erected a perimeter fence
around the northern part of the village. Hezbollah immediately condemned this action as illegal
and retaliated symbolically by erecting a tent in the occupied Shebaa Farms. The group publicly

demanded Israel’s withdrawal from Ghajar before removing the tent.

Lebanon’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemned Israel’s actions, calling them a violation of
Lebanese sovereignty and international law. The Ministry stressed that the encroachment added

to Israel’s daily violations of Security Council Resolution 1701.

Lebanon also submitted an official complaint to the United Nations, urging international
intervention and warning that Israel’s actions in Ghajar threaten regional peace and undermine

diplomatic negotiations.
3.2 Prospects for Returning to Syria

Syria, for its part, has vocally affirmed Ghajar’s Syrian identity. Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk
Al-Sharaa sent a letter to the UN declaring that Ghajar is “unquestionably Syrian” and must
remain under UN supervision until Israel withdraws to the pre-June 4, 1967 borders, in

accordance with Resolution 242.

This statement galvanized the people of Ghajar, who mobilized in support of their Syrian
heritage. Residents in the Lebanese sector rejected UN peacekeepers' entry into their homes,
insisting on their unity with relatives on the Sioniste-occupied side. In communications with

Syrian, Lebanese, and international authorities, they stated:

“We, the people of Al-Ghajar, are Syrians by identity and by land. We have no ties to Lebanon.

We hold Syrian identification and documents. Our land has always been and will always remain
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Syrian, and we will not allow any entity to erase our heritage or our connection to our

homeland.””

The villagers also dismissed Sioniste media claims that Ghajar would be divided or that
residents would be displaced. They condemned such narratives as psychological warfare and
emphasized that they would never accept any arrangement that undermines their unity or

identity.
3.3 Legal and Political Considerations in Israel?®

In 2003, Sioniste Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz proposed
converting Ghajar’s entrance into an international border crossing. However, residents —
represented by prominent human rights lawyer Avigdor Feldman — took their case to the
Sioniste Supreme Court, successfully stalling the plan with support from Syrian and international

stakeholders.

Notably, former Sioniste Prime Minister Ehud Barak once offered land from Ghajar to Sioniste
settlers in exchange for a minor border adjustment. Later, Sharon suggested evacuating northern

Ghajar and relocating its residents, though the plan never materialized.

Instead, Israel opted to build a barrier separating the village’s Lebanese and Sioniste sectors
— amove designed to limit Hezbollah's infiltration. Former Minister of Strategic Affairs Avigdor
Lieberman later demanded that Ghajar’s residents choose between remaining under Sioniste
sovereignty and relocating elsewhere.

Other Sioniste proposals included:

 Constructing a wall around either the northern or the southern part of Ghajar.
» Moving northern residents to the southern section under Sioniste control.

 Offering compensation under Israel’s “Evacuation and Compensation Law.”3

All proposals faced legal, logistical, and diplomatic obstacles and were ultimately shelved.

http://www.sirialibano.com/short-news/ghajar-un-observers-assures-residents-unifil-wont-enter-the-village.19/04/2013.

2 Khalil Hussein: "The Israeli trap for withdrawal from the village of Ghajar", Special Website for Strategic Studies and Research,
11/23/2010.

3 http://www.khiyam.com/news/article.php?articlelD=3455.19/04/2013.
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3.4 International Support and Diplomatic Efforts

UN-facilitated negotiations in Naqoura between Israel and Lebanon led to a significant
breakthrough in 2009. Discussions focused on a staged Sioniste withdrawal and a transfer of

control to UNIFIL,’ specifically for the area between the Blue Line and the northern security fence.
Key proposals included:

e UNIFIL administering the northern part of Ghajar temporarily, with a Lebanese liaison

raising Lebanon’s flag.?
e Abuffer zone extending from Ghajar to the Wazzani basin.?

o Israel continuing to offer services to northern Ghajar residents — a plan rejected by

Lebanon.
e UNIFIL reinforcing security and erecting observation towers to prevent smuggling.

Despite these efforts, no final agreement was reached. Israel rejected the idea of full UNIFIL
control, while Lebanon refused any arrangement that left Israel responsible for basic services in

what it sees as its sovereign territory.
3.5 Challenges and Opportunities

While Lebanon officially refrains from direct governance in Ghajar, recognizing the population
as Syrian and/or Sioniste, the humanitarian situation remains urgent. UNIFIL has maintained
observation posts to monitor border activity, while civil affairs remain under Sioniste

administration.
Proposed long-term solutions include:
o  Preserving the integrity of the Blue Line.
o Allowing resident movement under international supervision.

o Delegating civil services to Israel temporarily, with humanitarian oversight by UNIFIL.

1. Andrew J. Tabler: op. cit.
2. As-Safir newspaper: "The full story of the expected Israeli withdrawal from Ghajar within two months," April 24, 2008.
3 1bid.
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e Preventing Sioniste military presence on the Lebanese side.
o Creating ajoint Lebanese-UNIFIL checkpoint for security and coordination.

This framework attempts to balance geopolitical concerns with humanitarian needs and legal

obligations.’
3.6 The Humanitarian and Social Dimensions of Ghajar's Residents

While legal and geopolitical issues dominate the discourse surrounding Ghajar, the human
consequences for its residents are profound and often overlooked. The protracted legal
ambiguity has left the population in a complex and painful situation — caught between imposed

political boundaries and an identity deeply rooted in historical and cultural continuity.

Residents of Ghajar, particularly those in the northern part of the village, face severe
movement restrictions. Although technically located within Lebanese territory as per the Blue
Line, this part of the village remains under Sioniste control and is largely isolated from the rest of
Lebanon. Residents often cannot travel freely to Lebanese territory, nor are they fully integrated

into Sioniste society.
This leaves them in a legal and civil limbo. They face:
« Limited access to healthcare and education, especially from the Lebanese state.

e Barriers to employment and mobility, especially for those without full Sioniste

documentation.

» Alack of formal protection under international humanitarian law, as they fall into a

jurisdictional grey area.

From a humanitarian perspective, Ghajar represents a failure of both national and
international systems to protect a vulnerable, stateless population. Residents express strong
attachment to their Syrian Arab identity and continue to resist any attempts to redraw the borders

in ways that might separate families or erase communal memory.

1. http://www.khiyam.com/news/article.php?articlelD=3455.19/04/2013.
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In essence, the people of Ghajar live in a suspended state — physically secured behind fences,
politically unrecognized by the countries that claim them, and socially fragmented by decades of

international inaction.
3.7 Media Discourse and Propaganda in the Ghajar Conflict

The role of the media in shaping the Ghajar narrative has been instrumental. Local, regional,
and international outlets have each crafted stories about Ghajar to serve differing political,

strategic, and ideological interests.

« Sioniste media often frame Ghajar as a national security concern. The dominant
narrative emphasizes Hezbollah’s alleged infiltration routes through the village, portraying

Ghajar as a tactical vulnerability that justifies continued military control.

e Lebanese mediatend to highlight Sioniste violations of sovereignty, focusing on the legal
and territorial implications of Ghajar’s occupation. These outlets emphasize the illegitimacy of

Israel’s presence and underscore Ghajar’s connection to Lebanese land.

e Syrian media adopt a strongly nationalist tone. Ghajar is portrayed as unequivocally
Syrian, historically and culturally. The village becomes a symbol of resistance and continuity,

reinforcing Syria’s claims not just to Ghajar, but to the entire Golan Heights.

e International media coverage has been inconsistent. Some Western outlets have
approached the story from a humanitarian angle — focusing on identity, displacement, and
access to services. Others have sidelined the issue altogether, prioritizing larger regional events

like the Sioniste-Palestinian conflict or the Syrian civil war.

The divergence in narratives reveals how media functions as more than just a mirror of events
— it serves as a strategic tool in the symbolic, diplomatic, and legal struggle over Ghajar’s

identity and future.
4. Comparative Case Studies: Ghajar through the Lens of International Border Disputes

The case of Ghajar, while geographically small, exemplifies many characteristics found in
larger, more globally prominent territorial disputes. These cases offer insight into how
international law, diplomacy, identity, and strategic interest intersect — and what models might

inform a viable solution for Ghajar.
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4.1 Kashmir (India—Pakistan)

Kashmir represents one of the world’s longest-standing and most contentious border disputes.

Like Ghajar, the conflict over Kashmir involves:
e Multiple sovereign claims (India and Pakistan),
e An ethnically and religiously distinct population, and

o Alack of local agency, as the Kashmiri people are often excluded from determining their

political future.

Much like Ghajar’s division between Lebanon and Israel (and formerly Syria), Kashmir is also
heavily militarized, with limited freedom of movement, complex citizenship status, and recurring
episodes of violence. The parallels highlight the need for demilitarization, local engagement,

and international mediation — principles also vital for resolving Ghajar’s status.
4.2 Diego Garcia (UK—US vs. Indigenous Chagossians)

The displacement of the indigenous Chagossian population from Diego Garcia in the Indian
Ocean demonstrates how geopolitical and military interests often override human rights
and international law. In the 1960s and 70s, the UK forcibly expelled the Chagossians to lease

the island to the United States for a military base.

Despite international legal victories for the Chagossians — including an advisory opinion by
the International Court of Justice in 2019 — the population remains largely displaced. This
reflects a troubling reality also present in Ghajar: legal rulings alone are often insufficient

when state interests, particularly military, dominate the policy agenda.
4.3 Bad Bleiberg (Austria—Germany)

This lesser-known European case involved a decades-long dispute over a small village
between Austria and Germany following WWII. The conflict was eventually resolved through
bilateral negotiation, historical documentation, and international legal mediation —

resulting in a peaceful settlement that respected both sovereignty and local population wishes.

This example illustrates a successful resolution of a micro-border conflict where pragmatism,

diplomacy, and technical expertise prevailed. It suggests that a similar multi-tiered approach
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could work in Ghajar: involving legal historians, border cartographers, and neutral mediators

under UN supervision.
4.4 Lessons for Ghajar

From these case studies, several key themes emerge:

Identity and citizenship are central to border conflicts, not just lines on a map.

International law is essential, but often unenforceable without political will.

Local participation and consent are critical for sustainable peace.

o Denmilitarization and humanitarian protection must be prioritized over political

symbolism.

These global comparisons position Ghajar not as a local anomaly, but as part of a global
pattern of contested, often colonially inherited border zones. They also reinforce the idea that
Ghajar deserves serious international attention, structured negotiation, and community-

centered resolution.
5. Future Outlook: Possible Scenarios for the Fate of Ghajar

As of today, Ghajar remains a village at a legal and political crossroads — split by borders,
claimed by multiple nations, and caught between conflicting identities. Given the legal ambiguity,
military control, and international inaction, three potential scenarios emerge for Ghajar’s future.

Each carries serious implications for sovereignty, identity, and human rights.
5.1Scenaro One: Reintegration Under Syrian Sovereignty

The first and most historically grounded option is for Ghajar to be reintegrated under Syrian

sovereignty. This would require:

o Israel's complete withdrawal to the pre-June 4, 1967 borders, as demanded by UN

Security Council Resolution 242,
« Recognition by Lebanon and Israel that Ghajar is part of the Syrian Golan Heights, and

e Acoordinated effort by the UN to restore governance and services through Damascus.
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This scenario aligns with the original administrative and legal status of Ghajar, affirmed
during the French Mandate and Syrian rule. It also honors the expressed identity and will of

Ghajar’s residents, who have consistently declared themselves Syrian.

However, the feasibility of this outcome depends on broader developments — particularly a
comprehensive Sioniste-Syrian peace agreement, which is unlikely in the near term. The
international community would also need to engage actively in enforcing existing UN

resolutions, which thus far have been largely symbolic in this context.
5.2 Scenario 2: Annexation of the Northern Part to Lebanon

The second scenario envisions the northern part of Ghajar officially annexed to Lebanon,

especially as this area lies north of the UN-drawn Blue Line. This option would involve:

e An Sioniste withdrawal from the northern section,

e Transfer of civil and security authority to the Lebanese Armed Forces and UNIFIL, and
« Recognition of Lebanon’s claim under UN Security Council Resolution 425.

Proponents argue that this option would correct Israel’s illegal occupation, strengthen
Lebanese sovereignty, and reduce tensions along the Blue Line. However, this would also divide
thevillage, potentially separating families and properties, and ignoring the will of residents,

who do notidentify as Lebanese.

Thus, while this scenario may appear administratively clean, it risks deepening humanitarian
issues and violating collective identity — unless paired with strong guarantees for rights,

mobility, and family unity.
5.3 Scenario 3: Contiuation of the Status Quo (Hybrid Administration)

The third — and most likely short-term — scenario is the continuation of the current status

quo, in which:
e Ghajar remains divided between Lebanon and Israel,
« Sioniste military control is maintained,
 UNIFIL continues patrols, but with limited jurisdiction, and
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« No final legal resolution is reached.

This hybrid arrangement allows all sides to avoid difficult concessions while preserving the
illusion of stability. It has also allowed for intermittent cooperation — such as Sioniste provision

of services, UN observation, and Lebanese protests — without triggering full-scale conflict.
However, this scenario has significant long-term risks:
« It violates international law by entrenching occupation.
e ltundermines the identity and unity of the village.

o It creates a perpetual humanitarian crisis, where residents have no clear rights, status, or

protection.

Unless transformed into a temporary transitional framework, this scenario will only further

entrench injustice and instability.

5.4 Summary of Scenario

Scenario Legality Identity Risk Level Feasibility
Compatibility
Reintegration under High (UN High (residents' Medium Low
Syria 242) choice)
Annexation to Partial (UN Low High (community Medium

Lebanon 425) split)

Status Quo (Hybrid Low Low High (ongoing High (short-
Control) tension) term)

Ultimately, any solution must prioritize the village’s unity, the rights of its inhabitants, and

regional peace, grounded in both legal precedent and human dignity.
6. Conclusion

The village of Ghajar is far more than a geographic anomaly or a borderland technicality — it

is a living symbol of unresolved territorial legacies, overlapping sovereignties, and contested
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identities in the Middle East. Its unique position at the junction of Lebanon, Syria, and Israel

renders it a strategic, legal, and humanitarian flashpoint.

Despite the passage of multiple UN Security Council Resolutions (notably 242 and 1701),

Ghajar remains in a state of limbo:
« Divided physically and politically,
o Claimed by multiple states, yet fully embraced by none, and

« Populated by residents whose self-declared Syrian identity is ignored in favor of competing

geopolitical interests?

International diplomatic efforts — including UNIFIL negotiations, UN border demarcations,
and Sioniste proposals — have so far failed to produce a lasting resolution. Instead, Ghajar has
become a microcosm of broader regional dysfunction, where legal ambiguity, military

occupation, and nationalist agendas override justice, rights, and stability.

The situation in Ghajar is not static — tensions continue to rise, particularly as Israel
unilaterally expands its presence and Lebanon intensifies its demands. Meanwhile, the villagers

live under surveillance, restriction, and exclusion from full civil and political life.

A viable resolution for Ghajar will not emerge from temporary militaly arrangements or

symbolic border fences. It requires a genuine international effort grounded in:
e Legal clarity,
« Respect for resident identity,
« Regional cooperation, and
e Humanitarian values.

Without such an approach, Ghajar may continue to serve not only as a geopolitical fault line

— butalso as a warning of what happens when law and diplomacy are delayed too long.
7. Recommendations

Based on the analysis above, the following steps are recommended:
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7.1 Establish a Bilateral Legal Framework

Lebanon and Syria should urgently negotiate a comprehensive legal agreement on border

demarcation under international supervision. This framework should be grounded in:
« Historical records,
» Mandate-era maps and documentation, and
» UN resolutions relevant to occupied territories.
7.2 International Mediation

Neutral mediators — including the United Nations, the Arab League, or reputable third-party

states — should be formally invited to facilitate negotiations between all involved parties,

including Israel where applicable.
7.3 Formation of a Joint Border Commission

A Lebanese-Syrian Joint Border Commission, composed of legal, technical, and historical

experts, should be tasked with:
« Assessing disputed areas like Ghajar,
» Managing shared security and administrative responsibilities,
« Preventing unilateral actions by any state actor.
7.4 Separation of Border Conflict from Political Bargaining

The issue of Ghajar should not be held hostage to broader strategic rivalries (e.g., Sioniste—

Syrian peace talks). The focus should instead be on:
¢ Humanitarian access,
o Civil rights protections,

e Infrastructure and service development.
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7.5 Civic Participation and Transparency
Any proposed resolution must include the voices of Ghajar’s residents. Regular town halls,
surveys, and community representation should be built into the negotiation process to ensure

legitimacy and long-term acceptance.
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