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The Impact of Ideology on Iranian Foreign Policy towards the recent Zionist entity’s war on Gaza
(lad «Lladl csluolyald 2o ool i ae) alilsls 1ygs A LI

Noura Gadallah (Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, Qatar)

Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the impact of ideology on Iranian foreign policy regarding the recent
Zionist entity’s war on Gaza, which began on October 7, 2023. It does so by examining Iranian
political discourse and the various forms of Iranian support for the Palestinian resistance. In this
regard, the study employs a critical discourse analysis approach, focusing on the "us/them”
dichotomy and the reinterpretation of concepts such as resistance, aggression, legitimacy, and
others. The research also addresses Iran's use of soft power tools and its political and media
support for Palestinian factions. The study's findings indicate that ideology was a pivotal factor in
shaping the Iranian position on the Gaza war, but it was simultaneously intertwined with deeper

strategic calculations related to regional balances and national security.

Keywords: Iranian foreign policy — ideology — Iranian political discourse — Gaza war
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The Dynamics of Conflict in the Middle East: Between Sectarianism and Foreign Interventions.
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Abdullah Mohammed Al-Qabasani
(King Abdulaziz University, Arabic Saudia)

Abstract:

The Middle East is one of the most turbulent regions in the world, where conflicts are
numerous and deeply intertwined, making it crucial to understand the dynamics of these
disputes. This research aims to analyze the key drivers of conflict in the Middle East, focusing on
three main factors: sectarianism, state fragility, and foreign interventions. The study examines
how sectarianism deepens societal divisions and fuels armed conflicts, how state fragility creates
political and security vacuums exploited by both local and international actors, and how external
interventions escalate crises—whether through direct military involvement or support for local
factions. Additionally, the research explores the impact of the Saudi-Iranian conflict as a major
driver of regional tensions, reflecting political, economic, and sectarian dimensions thatinfluence
the overall stability of the region. The study concludes that these factors are interconnected and
collectively contribute to the persistence of instability, highlighting the need for comprehensive

strategies to address them and mitigate their consequence

Keywords: Regional hegemon. Copenhagen School. Middle East.
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Abstract:

States create their own security, harnessing their capabilities and resources to protect and
ensure its sustainability, as it embodies a top strategic priority. As a result of the complexity of
security and the evolution of its concepts, its scope has expanded beyond military domains to

encompass a comprehensive, multifaceted concept.

As countries establish the foundations of their security, determine its directions, and control
the movement of its constituent elements and those that influence it in a manner that is
consistent with their goals, doctrine, and interests, they are influenced by effective factors that
contribute to determining the paths of their security awareness, which enables them to formulate

their strategies for confrontation and resistance.

Keywords :Security, State Security, Challenges, Perception, Response Patterns.
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The Arab Geopolitical Transformation After the War on Gaza

S 32— (ard! ‘;\AL‘;."}SJ-“ -L}yi EPEN éj‘.\..m eSSl
Dr. Didawi Mohamed Amin — El Bayadh University Center — Algeria

Abstract:

The study provides a detailed analysis of the transformations that reshaped the Arab system

following the Gaza War of October 7, 2023, focusing on how Arab governments reacted to the

renewed confrontation between Palestinian resistance and Israel. The findings reveal a growing
degree of instability and fragility in official Arab positions, accompanied by the inability to

articulate a unified stance capable of exerting real strategic influence.

The study highlights that the expansion of normalization with Israel among some states has
widened intra-Arab divisions and strengthened the dominance of narrow national calculations
over the historic collective commitment to Palestine. It further demonstrates thatinternal rivalries
and bilateral tensions have weakened political and security support for the Palestinians,

diminishing the Arab system’s leverage and reducing its deterrent capacity.

Moreover, the study examines shifting regional and global power dynamics, noting the
emergence of non-Arab actors with increasing influence in shaping the conflict and regional

order, often at the expense of Arab strategic relevance.

The study warns that these structural shifts risk turning the Arab system into a symbolic
framework devoid of real effectiveness unless new mechanisms of coordination, reform, and

collective action are activated.
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Employing cultural soft power in Iraqi foreign policy towards the Gulf Cooperation Council countries
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Professor Jassim Younis Al-Hariri (Al-Sadr Iraq College (Private University)

Abstract:

Iragi cultural soft power is considered an entry pointto arrange and facilitate Iraqi influence
within the Gulf Cooperation Council countries by employing Iragi cultural activities to spread
them in those countries to gain the favor of Gulf societies and attract them to create Gulf loyalty

to them.

The research is divided into three sections: the first deals with the importance of cultural soft
power in the foreign policy of countries, the second reviews the means of implementing cultural
soft power in Iragi foreign policy towards the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, and the third
shows the repercussions of using Iraqi cultural soft power towards the Gulf Cooperation Council
countries. The research reached several conclusions, perhaps the most prominent of which is the
necessity of activating Iraqi cultural soft power towards the Gulf Cooperation Council countries

according to specific strategies in the foreseeable future.

Keywords: soft power, cultural, Iraqi foreign policy, Gulf Cooperation Council countries.
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